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Asset Protection 
Zones

Strategic Fire 
Ad vantage Zones

Land  Management 
Zones

Fire Management Zones
The objective of APZs is the protection of human life and property.  This will have precedence over 
guidelines for the management of biodiversity.  Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at Moderate or below.
The objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity across larger areas.   Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at 
High or below, however adherence to guidelines for biodiversity will take precedence where practical.  
The objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural heritage.   Manage fire 
consistent with fire thresholds.     

1:25,000

Strategy Information
Fire Season Information

Wild fires  Have been known to start as early as late August, but
usually the potential for a large fire event is greatest
between October and December.  This period may
extend into January in more severe years.

Prescribed  Burning
(NPWS Fire Management Manual 4.7)

 General season is Autumn to late Winter.  Burning is
possible in early Spring but not desirable on a regular
basis from an ecological or tourism point of view.

Suppression Strategies
Current FDR Forecast FDR

Low - Mod Low - Mod  Undertake direct, parallel or indirect attack along
existing containment lines.

 Where practicable consider maximising the fire area in
accordance with the requirements of any proposed
prescribed burns.

Low - Mod = > High  In order to minimise the fire area and secure the flanks
as soon as possible, undertake direct, parallel or indirect
attack along the closest containment lines.

 Pay particular attention to the flank on the next
predicted down wind side.

High All  Undertake indirect attack along existing or newly
constructed containment lines.

 Secure and deepen containment lines along the next
predicted downwind side of the fire.

 If applicable consider broader than normal containment
strategies to avoid wasted effort and high risk of failure.

All All  Ensure there is sufficient time to secure containment
lines prior to the fire impacting upon them; otherwise
fall back to the next potential line.

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 
DEC - NPWS Regional Duty Officer 0428 345 789 
 Area Manager 0428 613 073 

02 6738 9117 
02 6738 9140 (fax) 

 Fire Management Officer 0429 220 613 
02 6776 0014 
02 6771 1894 (fax) 

 Regional Operations Coordinator 0428 977 519 
02 6776 0007 
02 6771 1894 (fax) 

 Armidale Area Office 02 6738 9100 
02 6738 9140 (fax) 

 Regional Office 02 6776 0000 
02 6771 1894 (fax) 

 Aboriginal Heritage Cultural Officer - Armidale 02 6776 0038 
Rural Fire Service Namoi / Gwydir  

Emergency 
02 6757 3300 
000  

   
NSW Fire Brigad e Emergency 000 
 Barraba Station 02 6782 1179 
SES Emergency 000 
 Barraba Unit 02 6782 1691 
Police Emergency 000 
 Barraba Station 02 6782 1003 
Ambulance Emergency 000 
 Barraba Station 131 233 
Hospital Barraba 02 6782 2500 
DNR Tamworth 02 6764 5900 

02 6764 5982 (fax) 
DPI – Forests NSW Inverell 02 6722 4200 

02 6723 1143 (ah) 
02 6722 4200 (fax) 

Council Gwydir Shire Couincil  02 6724 2000 
02 6724 1771 (fax) 

Local Aboriginal 
Land  Council  
 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Conservation Officer 

Anaiwan (Tingha)  
Northern Zone 
 
Armidale 

02 6723 3022 
02 6659 1200 
 
02 6776 0038 

 

Operational Guid elines 
Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and  Fire Management Manual 2007. 

Brief all personnel involved in suppression operations on the following issues: 
Resource Guid elines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  
Site Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.11) 

 Brief all personnel involved in containment line construction &/or vehicle based fire 
suppression operations, on site locations and the required management strategies 
appropriate to the site type. 

 Ensure close liaison with the relevant Sites Officer in order to check for &/or 
identify new sites. 

Historic Heritage Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.12) 

No known sites in reserve.  If new sites are located consult with a senior NPWS officer. 

Threatened  Fauna Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.12 & 5.2) 

No known sites in reserve.  If new sites are located consult with a senior NPWS officer.. 

Threatened  Flora Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.12 & 5.1) 

 Brief all personnel involved in fire suppression operations, on site location and the 
required management strategies appropriate to the site 

 Where practicable protect populations or individuals from fire if the fire threshold 
has been exceeded, or if the species is an obligate seeder, or if the fire threshold 
and/or the fire response category is unknown. 

Threatened  Property  Where possible property owners with assets at risk from a wildfire event should be 
kept informed regarding the progress of the fire; and asked for an assessment of their 
current level of asset protection preparedness. 

General Guid elines 
Aerial Water Bombing 
(NPWS FMM 4.5 & 5.1 / NSW Fire 
Agencies Aviation SOPs O2 / 
NPWS Guidelines for Effective 
Aircraft Management) 

 The use of bombing aircraft should support containment operations by aggressively 
attacking hotspots and spot-overs. 

 The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews 
should be limited to very specific circumstances. 

 Where practicable foam should be used to increase the effectiveness of the water. 
 Ground crews must be alerted to water bombing operations. 

Aerial Ignition 
(NPWS FMM 4.8 & 4.5 & 2.12 / 
NSW Fire Agencies Aviation SOPs 
O2-4 / NPWS Guidelines for 
Effective Aircraft Management) 

 Aerial ignition may be used during back-burning or fuel reduction operations where 
practicable, but only with the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer.  

 Utilise incendiaries to rapidly progress back-burns down slope where required. 

Backburning 
(NPWS FMM 4.8) 

 Temperature and humidity trends must be monitored carefully to determine the 
safest times to implement back-burns.  Generally, when the FDI is Very High or 
greater, backburning should commence when the humidity begins to rise in the late 
afternoon or early evening.  With a lower FDI backburning may be safely 
undertaken during the day. 

 Where practicable, clear a 1m radius around dead and fibrous barked trees adjacent 
to containment lines prior to backburning, or wet down these trees as part of the 
backburn ignition. 

 Avoid ignition of backburns at the bottom of slopes where a long and intense up 
slope burn is likely.  

Command  & Control 
(NPWS FMM 4.3) 

 The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must 
ensure the relevant land management agency is notified promptly. 

 On the arrival of other combatant agencies, the initial incident controller will consult 
with regard to the ongoing command, control and incident management team 
requirements as per the relevant BFMC Plan of Operations. 

Containment Lines 
(NPWS FMM 2.3 & 4.9) 

 Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except 
where they can be constructed with minimal environmental impact.  New 
containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer. 

 Where practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of 
the wildfire suppression operation. 

 All containment lines not required for other purposes should be closed at the 
cessation of the incident. 

 All personnel involved in containment line construction should be briefed on both 
natural and cultural heritage sites in the location.  

Earthmoving Equipment 
(NPWS FMM 4.4 & 2.3) 

 Earthmoving equipment may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPWS 
officer, and then only if the probability of its success is high.  

 Earthmoving equipment must be always guided and supervised by an experienced 
officer, and accompanied by a support vehicle.  When engaged in direct or parallel 
attack this vehicle must be a firefighting vehicle. 

 Containment lines constructed by earthmoving equipment should consider the 
protection of drainage features, observe the Threatened Species and Cultural 
Heritage Operational Guidelines, and be surveyed, where possible, to identify 
unknown cultural heritage sites. 

 Earthmoving equipment should be washed down, where practicable, prior to it 
entering NPWS estate. 

Fire Ad vantage Record ing  All fire advantages used during wildfire suppression operations must be mapped and 
where relevant added to the database. 

Fire Suppression Chemicals 
(NPWS FMM 4.5 & 4.10) 

 Wetting and foaming agents (surfactants) are permitted for use in  wildfire 
suppression. 

 The use of fire retardant is only permitted with the prior consent of the senior NPWS 
officer, and should be avoided where reasonable alternatives are available.  

 Exclude the use of surfactants and retardants within 50m of rainforest,  watercourses, 
dams and swamps. 

 Areas where fire suppression chemicals are used must be mapped and the used 
products name recorded. 

 The Threatened Species Operational Guidelines are to be observed.  
Rehabilitation 
(NPWS FMM 5.1) 

 Where practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of 
the wildfire suppression operation. 

Smoke Management 
(NPWS FMM 2.10) 

 The potential impacts of smoke and possible mitigation tactics must be considered 
when planning for wildfire suppression and prescribed burning operations. 

 If smoke becomes a hazard on local roads or highways, the police and relevant 
media must be notified. 

 Smoke management must be in accordance with relevant RTA traffic management 
guidelines. 

Visitor Management 
(NPWS FMM 2.13& 3.4) 

 The reserve may be closed to the public during periods of extreme fire danger or 
during wildfire suppression operations. 
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Ca te g ory Na m e  Guid e line s for inte rpre ting  fire  re g im e  thre shold  sta tus 

Too Fre que ntly Burnt 
Co nsec utive fire interva ls 
sho rter tha n rec o m m ended 
m inim um  interva l 

These a rea s ha ve experienc ed susta ined (two  o r m o re) c o nsec utive interva ls b etween 
fires sho rter tha n the rec o m m ended m inim um  interva l fo r this vegeta tio n type.  Any 
Ra info rest / Ma ngro ve / fire exc lusio n vegeta tio n tha t ha s b een b urnt will b e in this 
c a tego ry.  

Areas of vegetation that are repeatedly burnt at intervals shorter than recommended for 
the vegetation type may experience a decline in the abundance of plant species 
sensitive to frequent fire. If inter- fire intervals shorter than the recommended minimum 
continue, these sensitive species are at risk of local extinction. Attempts should be made 
to minimise fire occurrence in these areas.  

Vulne ra ble  to Fre que nt 
Fire  
Mo st rec ent fire interva l 
sho rter tha n rec o m m ended 
m inim um  interva l 

These a rea s ha ve a lrea dy experienc ed o ne inter-fire interva l less tha n the m inim um  
interva l rec o m m ended fo r this vegeta tio n type a nd/o r the c urrent tim e-sinc e-fire is less 
tha n the m inim um  rec o m m ended interva l. All unb urnt Ra info rest / Ma ngro ve / fire 
exc lusio n vegeta tio n is in this c a tego ry.  

Within Thre shold  

The tim e-sinc e-fire a ge o f the vegeta tio n is grea ter tha n the m inim um  rec o m m ended 
inter-fire interva l a nd less tha n the m a xim um  rec o m m ended inter-fire interva l. If a  fire 
o c c urs b efo re the num b er o f yea rs spec ified a s the m inim um  interva l ha s b een rea c hed it 
will m o ve into  the ‘V ulnera b le to  Frequent Fire’ c a tego ry. If three o r m o re fires o c c ur in 
c lo se suc c essio n the a rea  will m o ve into  the ‘To o  Frequently Burnt’ c a tego ry. 

Long  Unburnt 
One o r m o re fire interva ls 
lo nger tha n lo ngest 
suggested interva l 

The po st-fire a ge o f the vegeta tio n is grea ter tha n the rec o m m ended m a xim um  inter-fire 
interva l fo r this vegeta tio n type. 

If fire continues to be absent from the vegetation for a prolonged time, it is anticipated 
that plant species that require fire to stimulate flowering or seed production (and their 
seed banks) may begin to senescence. Long unburnt areas in some vegetation types are 
very rare and therefore significant. Long unburnt vegetation may also have other 
ecological values that make it important habitat for certain species in a given area. 
Careful consideration should be given before burning these areas, and wherever 
possible the decision should be based on a scientific assessment and/or 
recommendation prior to burning. 

Unknown 
There ha s b een no  fire m a pped fo r this a rea  a nd the m a xim um  rec o m m ended fire 
interva l fo r the vegeta tio n type is lo nger tha n the length o f tim e fo r whic h fire rec o rds a re 
a va ila b le in the study a rea . It is no t po ssib le to  determ ine if the vegeta tio n is in the 
‘Within Thresho ld’ o r ‘L o ng U nb urnt’ c a tego ry. 

No Fire  Re g im e  Area s whic h do  no t ha ve rec o m m ended fire interva ls a ssigned to  them , e.g. c lea red 
la nd, ro c k etc . 

 

Sta tus o f Fire Thresho lds

Ve g e ta tion Le g e nd

Ro a ds
U nc la ssified

Fire Cla ss
Im po rta nt - Ca t 9

V egeta tio n
NSWFo rm a tio n

<Null>
Dry sc lero phyll fo rests (shrub /gra ss sub fo rm a tio n)
Dry sc lero phyll fo rests (shrub b y sub fo rm a tio n)
Fo rested wetla nds
Freshwa ter wetla nds
Gra ssla nds

Gra ssy Wo o dla nds
Gra ssy wo o dla nds
Hea thla nds
Other (exc lude fire)
Other (no  veg)
Ra info rests
Sem i-a rid wo o dla nds (gra ssy sub fo rm a tio n)
Sem i-a rid wo o dla nds (shrub b y sub fo rm a tio n)
U nkno wn (no  veg da ta )
Wa ter
Wet sc lero phyll fo rests (gra ssy sub fo rm a tio n)
Wet sc lero phyll fo rests (shrub b y sub fo rm a tio n)
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V egeta tio n

Risk Ma na gem ent Info rm a tio n

Bushfire  Suppre ssion
Le g e nd

" Threa tened Flo ra
" Threa tened Fa una
" Histo ric  Sites

Ga te no n NPWS

³ Wa ter Po int V ehic le
" Threa tened Pro perty

Wa lking Tra c ks
v Po werlines

Ro a ds
U nc la ssified

Fire Cla ss
Im po rta nt - Ca t 9

FireHisto ry
FireYea r

200809
200910
201011
201112
201213
Ho rto n Fa lls NP (CCAZ 1)
Other Na tio na l Pa rk
Sta te Fo rest
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Bushfire Suppressio n

Loca lity Le g e nd

! To wns & L o c a lities
Ro a ds
Ho rto n Fa lls NP (CCAZ 1)
Other Na tio na l Pa rk
Sta te Fo rest
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Ind e x Le g e nd

! Aeria l Pho to s 2006
25k Ma psheet Index
L o c a l Go vernm ent Area
Ho rto n Fa lls NP (CCAZ 1)
Other Na tio na l Pa rk
Sta te Fo rest

1:150,000

First Re sponse  Com m unica tions P la n – Horton Fa lls NP  
Se rvice  Cha nne l Incid e nt Loca tion a nd  Com m e nts 
NPWS - V HF 336 IMT to  Div Co m  Binga ra  Bo ra  
NPWS - V HF 636 Firegro und Ca r to  Ca r c ha nnel (a ll c la sses) 
NPWS - V HF (Po rta b le Repea ter) 24 o r 25 Firegro und Sto red a t      (Tra nspo rta b le).  So urc e a nd deplo y a s required. 
RFS - PMR - U HF       IMT to  Div Co m        
Fo rests NSW  - V HF       Firegro und       
CB - U HF 15 Firegro und Cha nnel a s a ppro pria te.  (Div Co m , CL  to  Co ntra c to rs) 
Airc ra ft - V HF 119.10 IMT - Airc ra ft       
Mo b ile Pho ne – Next G Yes IMT – Div Co m  On high gro und 
Sa tellite Pho ne 0147162100 IMT – Div Co m  Sto red a t Glen Innes 
 


