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WITH WHALES JUST AROUND THE CORNER, RESCUE CREWS 

ARE IN TRAINING 
 
Whale rescue teams will undergo intensive training on Botany Bay and the Georges River 
today as they prepare for the migration of thousands of whales along our coastline in coming 
weeks. 
 
Environment Minister Robyn Parker said the newly established National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) Whale Disentanglement Teams will tackle rigorous training exercises to 
prepare for any incidents during the annual winter migration. 
 
A total of 30 NPWS officers from across Sydney - including Royal, Kamay-Botany Bay, 
Sydney Harbour, Georges River and Ku-ring-gai national parks – are participating in the 
training. 
 
“Rescue crews in inflatable vessels will undertake on-water training to free a four metre 
artificial ‘whale tail’ entangled in lines and nets,” Ms Parker said. 
 
“They will also be given training on how to attach new satellite tracking devices to an 
entangled animal to help crews track and relocate the whale.” 
 
Ms Parker said last year more than 1700 humpback whales were recorded passing Sydney 
during their annual northern migration in June and July. 
 
“Whale count numbers are almost three times what they were a decade ago which is just 
fantastic news,” Ms Parker said. 
 
“However an increasing population of humpback whales also means there is a greater 
likelihood that some of these animals may become entangled in marine debris, wash up onto 
our beaches, or come in contact with boats. 
 
“Last year NPWS crews monitored an entangled whale in Sydney Harbour and helped 
remove a dead whale washed into Newport’s ocean pool. 
 
“With the start of this year’s whale watching season just around the corner we are making 
sure we are as prepared as possible to help smooth the path for these amazing creatures.” 
 
Ms Parker said assisting entangled whales was a dangerous exercise requiring specialist 
training. 
 



 

NPWS leads marine mammal responses, working closely with a number of partners including 
ORRCA, Sydney Ports, Maritime, Water Police, SeaWorld, the RSPCA, Taronga Zoo and 
commercial operators. 
 
 “An adult humpback is the equivalent in weight to 11 elephants and their tails are extremely 
powerful which is why only specially trained staff should attempt a rescue,” Ms Parker said. 
 
“Rescue crews can battle high seas, failing light and extremely fractious or distressed 
animals. Every rescue is different but the priority in every case is the safety of staff and the 
well being of the animal.” 
 
Anyone who sees a distressed or entangled whale should not attempt to free it but call the 24 
hour ORRCA hotline on 9415 3333. 
 
The Sydney based NPWS whale disentanglement team is one of several along the NSW 
coast trained to intervene if an animal is reported in distress. Crews are also based on the 
north and south coast. 
 
The official whale watching season begins on June 1 when local communities along the NSW 
coast play host to the extraordinary creatures on their 5000 kilometre journey from Antarctica 
to Queensland. 

People can find out more about Right Whales, the Humpback Whale migration and the best 
spots to see whales from our national parks at www.wildaboutwhales.com.au. The site 
contains interesting information about whales, dolphins and seals and gives the public the 
chance to share their own whale sightings via twitter using the hashtag #whaleon, or the Wild 
About Whales smartphone app. Whale watching tips and information on whale approach 
regulations can be found at the Wild About Whales website. 
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