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HUNTER REGION SHINES DURING NATIONAL HERITAGE WEEK 
 

The Hunter will celebrate two centuries of agricultural history today when the NSW Heritage 
Minister, Robyn Parker announces the listing of Tocal College on the State Heritage Register 
this afternoon as well as releasing a comprehensive study into the region’s pastoral 
homesteads. 
 
NSW Heritage Minister, Robyn Parker will visit Tocal College this afternoon with the Chair of 
the NSW Heritage Council, Professor Lawrence Nield to mark this significant event. 
 
Ms Parker said Tocal College and the Hunter Homesteads Project report showed how 
important agriculture was in the settlement and growth of the Hunter Valley – and remains 
today. 
 
“The 1965 Tocal College complex is a modernist masterpiece and one of Australia’s leading 
agricultural learning institutions, set in the grounds of one of the country’s oldest pastoral 
homesteads and a still thriving farming complex teaching new generations about agriculture,” 
Ms Parker said. 
 
“It takes inspiration from the colonial farm buildings of the original 1841 Tocal homestead, 
with carpentry detailing that emulates the craftsmanship of builders a century and a half ago. 
 
“The soaring roof trusses of the hall have the grandeur of a Gothic cathedral and were 
inspired by the Tocal barn designed 100 years before by Colonial architect Edmund Blacket. 
 
“The astonishing spire of the chapel is a feat of engineering, while the interior of the chapel is 
designed to maximise light and sunshine.” 
 
Ms Parker said the popularity of Tocal College and the Tocal Field Day in May showed just 
how important agriculture remains to the story of the Hunter. 
 
The significance of pastoral homesteads such as Tocal is documented in the Hunter 
Homesteads Project report published today. 
 
“Agriculture is a cornerstone of the development of the Hunter Valley,” Ms Parker said. 
 
“The Hunter Homesteads Project captures the enduring legacy of the 1830s-1850s 
homesteads built across the Hunter, such as here at Tocal. 
 
“It has  investigated not just  the heritage buildings from these early pastoral farms, it has 
also looked at the archaeological potential of the properties; the cultural landscape elements 



 

that survive  and the people that were the story –quite amazing characters and personalities 
that resonate to this day.” 

"The Hunter Homesteads Project identified and documented about 200 historic homesteads 
from the period. Some, such as Tocal and Aberglassen are already listed on the State 
Heritage Register,” she said. 
 
Event:  2.30pm Tocal College 
 
Media contact: Gabrielle Last 0419 469 367 
 

 
 
See fact Sheets below:  Tocal and Hunter Homesteads 



 

Fast Facts: 
 Tocal College 

 
 
Tocal College 

 

 Tocal College is a shining example of the Sydney School of architecture. 
 

 The College itself was designed by leading architects Philip Cox and Ian McKay in 1965 and won 
the prestigious Sulman and Blacket awards in 1965 and 1966. 

 

 The Sydney Style was influenced by Gothic and Japanese architecture, but used local 
craftsmanship and local materials to create a new, and uniquely Australian, style of design. 

 

 Most Sydney School buildings were residential. A Sydney School design on the scale of a college 
campus was an ambitious undertaking. 

 

 Other commercial buildings include the 1966 Student Union building at the University of Newcastle 
1966; the  RAIA Headquaters in Canberra and Frensham School’s Clubbe Hall at Mittagong. 
 

 
Fast Facts: 

 
Hunter Homesteads Project 

 

 The Hunter Homesteads Project was commissioned by the Heritage Council of NSW. 
 

 Volume of 1 of the report is called “A comparative heritage study of the pre 1850s homestead 
Complexes in the Hunter region” - launched today. 

 

 It examined the range, type and condition of local surviving early colonial homesteads – the first 
area outside the Cumberland Plains to be permanently occupied by European settlers. 

 

 It details the growth of the Hunter Estates and centres such as East and West Maitland, once 
known as Wallis Plains, Morpeth, and Singleton, once known as Patrick’s Pla ins – as as well as 
Port Stephens. 

 

 It also documents the development of agricultural industries the Hunter still relies on today, such as 
vineyards, horse breeding, sheep and cattle farming – even for many years tobacco plantations. 

 

 It documents how villages such as Allynbrook, Hinton and Lochinvar owe their existence to the 
large Hunter Estates and homestead complexes. 

 

 The study has also captured the important story of Aboriginal connections to these lands, and the 
flavour of European settlement at this early period. It was a period of conflict that eventually lead to 
an understanding of and sharing between the two cultures. 

 

 Volume 1 of the The Hunter Heritage Project is on the OEH website at 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


