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HISTORIC CROSSING OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS CELEBRATED 
 
Heritage Minister Robyn Parker will join a group of daring travellers this morning as 
they embark on a re-enactment of the 21-day crossing of the Blue Mountains by 
Gregory Blaxland, William Lawson and William Wentworth in 1813. 
 
Ms Parker and Blue Mountains MP Roza Sage joined the start of the bicentennial re-
enactment, which is designed as a celebration of Blue Mountains life. 
 
“This event represents an exciting and unique opportunity for the broader Blue 
Mountains community to interact with an important event in NSW history,” Ms Parker 
said.  
 
“As the colony between Sydney Cove and the Nepean River grew, so did the need to 
find improved grazing lands for livestock, and the formidable barrier of the Blue 
Mountains needed to be crossed. 
 
“Many unsuccessful attempts were made, before the group led by Blaxland, Lawson 
and Wentworth finally succeeded in May 1813. 
 
“The re-enactment group – comprising seven people playing the roles of the original 
pioneers (Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth), three convicts and a kangaroo hunter – 
will begin their journey today with four horses and five dogs. 
 
“As we remember Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth’s historic journey 200 years ago, 
we also recognise the traditional owners of the land and the enormous significance of 
the Blue Mountains in terms of Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
 
“The involvement of the Aboriginal community is opportunity for further reconciliation 
with the original custodians of this ancient land.” 
 
Ms Sage said that if all goes according to plan, by the end of May the group will be 
close to Mount Blaxland, where the original explorers finished their journey. 
 
“I wish them all the best as they head off on this amazing journey”, Ms Sage said. 
 
“I’m sure it will be tiring, but it will also be exhilarating and offer the participants a 
unique and personal connection with Blue Mountains history.” 
 
A grant of $4,000 was made by the NSW Government in support of this event. 
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