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NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN THREE NORTHERN SYDNEY 
NATIONAL PARKS 

 

New mountain biking tracks, camping and tourism opportunities are some of the 
exciting options being proposed in plans now on exhibition for Garigal, Ku-ring-gai 
Chase and Marramarra National Parks.  
 
Environment Minister Robyn Parker today called for people to have their say on the 
proposed changes, saying they are part of the Government’s commitment to provide 
more opportunities for people to enjoy national parks and reserves. 
 
“There is increasing demand for new and exciting experiences in our national parks, 
such as opportunities to mountain bike or camp in selected areas,” Ms Parker said. 
 
“The first priority in introducing new opportunities is to ensure we can protect the 
environment and the cultural values of the parks. 
 
“Mountain biking is a rapidly growing, widespread recreational activity in NSW and 
there is high demand for this recreational activity in our national parks. 
 
“The proposed 6.5 km, one-way cross-country mountain biking track at Bantry Bay in 
Garigal National Park, would be designed to provide a sustainable experience, while 
minimising environmental impacts. 
 
The proposed amendments would also facilitate the reintroduction of camping at Twin 
Beaches in Marramarra National Park to cater for those wanting a more natural, low 
impact bush experience close to Sydney, Ms Parker announced. 
 
“There is also a proposal in Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park to open up opportunities 
for Barrenjoey Headland and light house buildings to be leased or hired for a variety of 
uses such as accommodation and hospitality. 
 
“Horse riding is another recreational activity in the proposals, and is a healthy way for 
visitors to enjoy parks and to appreciate their natural heritage. 
 
“The majority of the trails proposed in the northern Sydney horse riding plan are wide, 
well-formed management trails maintained by national parks staff.  
 
“Any new tracks would be subject to an environmental assessment and designed to 
ensure sustainability and to minimise maintenance.” 
 



A summary of the proposals for each park are: 
 
Garigal National Park  

 

 Mountain Biking: Proposed 6.5km, one-way mountain bike cross-country, 

route from beginner to intermediate level at Bantry Bay. 
 

 Horse Riding: Five existing tracks and trails identified with potential to be 

opened for horse riding. 
 
Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park  
 

 Barrenjoey Headland and lighthouse: Increased visitor access to Barrenjoey 

Headland facilitated by allowing the area to be leased or hired for new 
recreation, education and tourism opportunities. 
    

 Horse Riding: Nine existing fire trails and one existing track with the potential 

to be made available to horse riding and the creation of four new short link 
tracks between existing trails. 

 
Marramarra National Park, Muogamarra Nature Reserve & Maroota Historic Site  
 

 Camping:  Reopening the bush camping sites at Twin Beaches, which are 
unique and accessible only by boat. 
 

 Horse Riding: Three existing trails within Marramarra National Park with the 

potential to be made available to horse riding, with the possibility of additional 
trails pending further environmental assessment.  

 
Details of the proposals can be viewed at http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/consult/ 
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