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MAITLAND JEWISH CEMETERY TO BE STATE HERITAGE LISTED 
 

The state’s largest and best preserved Jewish cemetery, in East Maitland, has been 
placed on the State Heritage Register, Heritage Minister Robyn Parker announced 
today. 
 
Ms Parker said the Maitland Jewish Cemetery is a highly significant burial site for the 
Jewish community in NSW and there was only three dedicated Jewish cemeteries ever 
established in NSW, while only two remain today. 
 
“Although the cemetery has only 53 burials, the Maitland Jewish Cemetery is actually 
the largest and most undamaged dedicated Jewish cemetery across the state and the 
46 remaining headstones reflect the traditions of Judaism,” Ms Parker said.  
 
Established in 1846, the first burial in the cemetery took place in 1849 for Jane Cohen 
– an 11-year old girl who had succumbed to the Scarlatina disease epidemic.  
 
When Maitland Synagogue ceased functioning as a place of worship in 1898, 
Maitland’s Jewish community dwindled and after the last burial in 1934 the cemetery 
was considered full. 
 
“As the years passed, the cemetery experienced periods of neglect, but thanks to 
renewed community interest in the site’s historical values, the cemetery was 
reconsecrated in 1979,” Ms Parker said.  
 
Ownership was transferred to Maitland City Council in 1992 and one final burial took 
place in 2010. After this, the cemetery was officially closed. 
 
President of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies Yair Miller welcomed the listing. 
 
“Maitland is the only regional town in NSW which has both a synagogue and a private 
Jewish cemetery, and as such serves as an important reminder of the significant role 
played by Jews in settling NSW in the 19th century,” Mr Miller said. 
 
“We greatly appreciate Maitland Council’s ongoing care of the cemetery, its initiative in 
contracting a conservation management plan and its nomination of the cemetery for 
the State Heritage Register.” 
 
Listing on the State Heritage Register means that the Maitland Jewish Cemetery is 
protected under the NSW Heritage Act 1977 for future generations, and that any major 
works on the cemetery will be subject to decisions or advice from the Heritage Council 
of NSW. 
 

 


