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MINISTER WELCOMES NEWEST PARKS TRAINEES TO 
FIRST DAY ON THE JOB 

 
Environment Minister Rob Stokes welcomed 23 future National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) workers to their first day of on-the-job training at Lane Cove National 
Park today. 
 
The Minister said the training program had attracted close to one thousand 
applications from which 23 were selected to work in some of the State’s most beautiful 
and remote locations. 
 
“I am very pleased to be welcoming our newest frontline national parks workers who 
will be located all over the State including Sydney, Blue Mountains, Dorrigo, Port 
Macquarie, Murwillumbah, Narooma, Mathoura and Glen Innes,” Mr Stokes said. 
 
“The role is a varied, hands-on outdoor career and they will be doing everything from 
maintaining walking tracks to fighting fires and managing pests in our hundreds of 
parks and reserves. 
 
The NPWS Traineeship program was initiated to strengthen succession planning 
within the parks service and aims to attract new staff to work in some of the State’s 
most remote places.   
 
Rachel Riley was one of the hundreds of applicants to secure a position in the training 
program and said she is absolutely delighted to get the chance to work for NPWS. 
 
“I have always wanted to work with National Parks and I am really excited to be 
donning the NPWS uniform,” Rachel said. 
 
“I will be working out of the Bombala area in south-east NSW which is a beautiful part 
of the wold. Getting the opportunity to work out and about in these parks in this area is 
very appealing to me.  
 
“I am really excited to be starting this traineeship and look forward to becoming 
involved in the local community and entering the next phase of my life’s journey,” she 
said. 
 
Over the two year program the trainees will undertake a Certificate III in Conservation 
and Land Management through Tocal College and a Certificate II in Public Safety (Fire 
Fighting Operations).   
 



On the job support will be provided by experienced NPWS supervisors and staff to 
develop the trainee’s confidence to apply their newly acquired skills and knowledge in 
the workplace. 
 
The Minister said the program will ensure NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
continue to provide strong front line services for the millions of visitors to our parks 
each year, while also creating jobs for people across NSW. 
 
To find out more about the NPWS Field Officer Traineeship Program go to 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/jobs/FOtraineeships.htm or call 02 9585 6900. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/jobs/FOtraineeships.htm

