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LA PEROUSE MISSION CHURCH GRANT TO PROTECT HERITAGE 
 

Heritage Minister Rob Stokes and Coogee MP Bruce Notley-Smith today announced a 
$27,000 grant for the La Perouse Mission Church to help preserve its history and 
connection with the local community. 
 
Mr Stokes said the grant for the La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council has been 
awarded to prepare a Conservation Management Plan for the State Heritage Register-
listed church. 
 
“The church is a small, simple timber church and the surviving missionary church of 
the former Aboriginal reserve. It was given the state’s highest level of protection in 
March 2013 when it was placed on the State Heritage Register,” Mr Stokes said. 
 
“La Perouse Mission Church played an important role in the history of the Aboriginal 
Christian movement in NSW, and is associated with the earliest years of the 
establishment of the Aboriginal reserve at La Perouse. 
 
“The original church was built on Frenchman’s Beach around 1894, by missionaries 
dedicated to working among the Aboriginal people. Around 1929, the church and 
many of the reserve buildings began sinking into the sand and it was relocated to its 
present position. 
 
Mr Notley-Smith said the plan will engage with youth in the La Perouse community to 
ensure the site is appropriately managed over the short and long term. 
 
“The church is a well-loved building that is held in great affection by the present 
community. This grant will ensure the site and its associated heritage are managed 
appropriately over the short and long term,” Mr Notley-Smith said. 
 
 “The NSW Government is committed to caring for places of heritage significance and 
supporting projects which protect our heritage while adapting sites for new uses. 
 
“This is a fantastic initiative by the La Perouse Mission Church which presents an 
opportunity for young people from the local Aboriginal community to be involved in 
maintaining the heritage associated with the site.” 
 
A full list of projects funded under the 2014/15 NSW Heritage Grants program can be 
found at http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/funding/. 

  


