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NSW MAKES FIRST GREEN LIST OF WORLD-CLASS 
PROTECTED AREAS 

 
Environment Minister Rob Stokes tonight welcomed the announcement by the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature that three of NSW’s protected areas 
have been formally recognised as among the best managed in the world – the only 
state in Australia to be acknowledged. 
 
Mr Stokes said the IUCN’s inaugural “Green List” of protected areas was announced 
during the World Parks Congress in Sydney tonight with NSW’s Montague Island 
Nature Reserve, Cape Byron State Conservation Area and Arakwal National Park 
joining only a handful of other global areas to be listed. 
 
“It is an honour that three of our state’s reserves are among the first places on the 
planet to be recognised on the inaugural Green List and will play a role in shaping the 
international benchmark for excellence in conservation management,” Mr Stokes said. 
 
“The IUCN Red List is well known for highlighting the species and natural areas most 
at risk of extinction. The Green List seeks to recognise the very best management 
regimes for national parks and protected natural areas and inspire new solutions for 
future conservation management.  
 
“We congratulate the local staff and communities that work closely together to make 
all three of these destinations worthy of such an accolade. 
 
“This is a clear indication that the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service is a world 
leader in the management of protected areas. 
 
Montague Nature Reserve, located nine nautical miles off the south coast of NSW 
near Narooma, is home to thousands of seabirds, including Little Penguins and up to 
two thousand fur seals.  
 
“This 81 hectare nature reserve, for most of its European history, was off limits to the 
public until 1989 when the NPWS took over management and started the laborious 
task of restoring it,” Mr Stokes said.  
 
“NPWS has turned the Nature Reserve into an award-winning tourist destination 
recognised internationally and generating significant revenue and jobs for the regional 
economy. 
 
NPWS has successfully removed feral goats, rabbits and mice which stripped the 
island bare of native vegetation. Over the past ten years NPWS in collaboration with 



their partners has also restored the island’s habitat through the removal of the invasive 
grass kikuyu and replaced it successfully with native vegetation that now provides 
habitat for a growing number of bird species that have not been previously recorded 
on the island before. 
 
Mr Stokes also paid tribute to the role of the traditional owners, the Arakwal people, in 
the IUCN’s recognition of the jointly managed Cape Byron State Conservation Area 
and Arakwal National Park.  
 
“This jointly managed protected area collectively receives 1.2 million visitors annually 
and is now self-sustaining financially through tourism revenue which is an incredible 
achievement,” Mr Stokes said.  
 
“The success of Cape Byron SCA and Arakwal National Park and their inclusion on 
the IUCN Green List is a direct reflection of the close collaboration between NPWS 
and the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities as well as the extensive support 
received from a vibrant and enthusiastic volunteer force.  
 
“This is an enormous compliment to the State of NSW and I congratulate everyone 
involved in achieving this recognition.” 
 
For more information on the inaugural IUCN’s Green List which recognises excellence 
in the management of protected areas around the world visit: 
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_quality/gpap_greenlist/ 
 
Broadcast quality video footage of the three Green Listed reserves and uncut 
interviews with reserve managers available here: 
 
https://vimeo.com/111497285 
 
https://vimeo.com/110968507 
 
Photos of Montague Island 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nswnationalparks/sets/72157608684505510/ 
 
Arakwal National Park 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nswnationalparks/sets/72157648870724380/ 
 
Cape Byron State Conservation Area 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nswnationalparks/sets/72157649216486896/ 
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