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NSW COMMITS TO LONG DISTANCE RELATIONSHIP WITH BHUTAN 
 
The NSW Government today announced an agreement with the Kingdom of Bhutan, 
committing to support the south Asian nation reach their environment goals.  
 
Environment Minister Rob Stokes signed a Memorandum of Understanding which 
secures a commitment to provide ongoing support to enhance their environmental 
management. 
 
“Bhutan's environment, which ranges from subtropical in the south to the sub-alpine 
Himalayan heights in the north, is impacted by many issues that we have experience 
in managing - such as fire, so there is knowledge we can share,” Mr Stokes said. 
 
“Bhutanese staff visited Sydney in November 2013 to gain a better understanding of 
eco-tourism development for park management, focusing on two main themes – 
community involvement and visitor management. 
 
“The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service will also provide fire uniforms for 
Bhutanese park workers to use when faced with the dangerous task of managing fire. 
 
“Most Bhutanese park and forest workers have no fire-fighting uniforms, so this 
practical support is a wonderful example of the assistance we can offer our colleagues 
working to protect the environment. 
 
“Under this MoU we will provide support by sharing our knowledge and experience 
with Bhutan’s environmental managers and assist in the interpretation and education 
programs to enhance community appreciation of environmental values. 
 
“The Office of Environment and Heritage will also provide technical assistance in 
landscape design to enhance the technical skills among employees and volunteers 
working in environmental programs. 
 
“We are strongly committed to ongoing support for wildlife conservation efforts in 
Bhutan by developing training programs for their staff working in this field. 
 
“The agreement also includes support from the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain 
Trust, who provide expertise in the management of plant diversity.” 
 
The latest MoU builds on the principles as set in the original MoU signed in 2001 by 
former Environment Minister Bob Debus. 
 

 


