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WESTERN NSW PARKS NAMED AS LOCATIONS FOR SPECIES RE-WILDING 
 

The NSW Government has named the three parks in which locally extinct native mammals 
will be re-introduced inside predator-free enclosures as part of its exciting ‘re-wilding 
program’. 
 
Environment Minister Mark Speakman said the parks are all in western NSW and were 
chosen for their suitability for a range of species to be reintroduced. 
 
“Mallee Cliffs National Park in the south-west, Sturt National Park in the far north-west and 
Pilliga Nature Reserve to the north of Coonabarabran will be the locations for this exciting 
new program,” Mr Speakman said. 
 
As announced recently, the NSW Government is partnering with the Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy and the Wildlife Restoration and Management Partnership led by the 
University of NSW to deliver this project. 
 
The UNSW led partnership will undertake the project at Sturt National Park while the AWC 
will work at Mallee Cliffs National Park and Pilliga Nature Reserve.  
 
“These parks have particularly suitable habitat for the largest range of species to be 
reintroduced. The final list of species for each park will be confirmed following further 
discussions, but among the species likely to be included are the Greater Bilby, Brush-tailed 
Bettong, Burrowing Bettong, Greater Stick-nest Rat, Bridled Nail-tail Wallaby, Numbat, 
Western Barred Bandicoot and Western Quoll,” Mr Speakman said. 
 
Member for Barwon Kevin Humphries, in which two of the parks are located, said the 
reintroduction program is an exciting initiative and I know the communities around the Sturt 
National Park and Pilliga Nature Reserve are excited about it. 
 
“I’m looking forward to seeing this roll-out in the parks and I think we’ll see a really good 
outcome which can be enjoyed by generations to come,” Mr Humphries said.”  
 
The Mallee Cliffs National Park is located in Murrumbidgee and Local Member Adrian Piccoli 
said it will be wonderful to see the reintroduction of these small native animals into the 
Mallee Cliffs National Park where they have not been sighted in many years. 
  
“Their reintroduction not only plays a very important part in saving our native species but 
also towards improving the health of the ecosystem in the Mallee Cliffs National Park,” he 
said. 
 
 



 
Pest animals will be removed from fenced areas before the mammals are introduced and 
intensive pest control programs in adjacent park areas will be a key feature. 
 
All aspects of the program, including fence locations and construction, are still being 
finalised through contract negotiations and will be subject to standard environmental impact 
assessment processes.” 
 
This initiative will be a significant contribution to the State’s ‘Saving our Species’ program, 
which aims to secure the maximum number of threatened species in NSW over the next 100 
years. 
 
  
 

 


