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'We are entering a golden age of energy efficiency' 
Speakers at the Energy Efficiency Council Conference last November spoke about how we are 
entering a 'golden age' of energy efficiency. Increasing electricity network prices and the introduction 
of a carbon price in July will shorten the payback of energy efficiency projects. 

The 200 organisations who have undertaken energy audits through the Energy Saver program, are 
in a very good position to ensure their organisations plan for the anticipated cost increases and take 
advantage of being an energy efficient organisation. 
 

 

 

 

NSW buildings set to become more energy efficient 
Improving the environmental performance of existing 
buildings in NSW has been helped along with two new 
initiatives. 

 Environmental Upgrade Agreements 
 
Environmental Upgrade Agreements (EUA) provide 
a mechanism to secure low-risk finance for energy 
and water upgrades for commercial and industrial 
properties. EUA finance is attached to the land, not 
the building owner and repaid through Council 
charges over time. The costs are recovered by the 
long-term savings on bills. 
 
EUA's have the potential to unlock $2 billion worth of investment in environmental retrofits, 
boost green jobs and generate substantial cost savings for property owners and tenants in 
the wake of rising electricity prices. 
 
The City of Sydney is the first NSW Council to offer EUAs and interested organisations 
should contact Mark Mathews on eua@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au. It is expected that other 
NSW Councils will also start offering EUA's during 2012. 
 
Further information on the EUAs is available at the OEH website. Interested businesses and 
Councils can also contact Dominique Hertzog at the Office of Environment and Heritage on 
(02) 9995 5494. 

 NABERS rating scale now extended to six stars 
 
The National Australian Building Energy Rating Scheme (NABERS) which is the industry 
standard for measuring the environmental performance of Australian buildings, has now 
been extended to 6 stars to recognise market leading performance. Market leading 
performance represents a 50 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions or water use 
compared to a 5 star rating. For more information, visit nabers.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Energy efficiency events
For more information and registration details, click on the session you would like to attend. 

  Energy Saver workshops Conferences and seminars 

  

LED lighting seminar 
9:00 – 10:00am  
28 February 2012 
Sydney CBD 

Green Cities 2012 
4 – 7 March – Sydney 

  

Energy efficiency in commercial 
refrigeration seminar 
10:30 – 12:30pm 
28 February 2012 
Sydney CBD 

National Energy Conference 2012  
28 March – Brisbane 

  

  Air Conditioning, Refrigeration & 
Building Services Trade Exhibition 
7 – 9 May – Sydney 

  
  Clean Energy Week 2012  

25 – 28 July – Sydney 

  

 

 

 

New Australian Government funding programs  
The Clean Technology Investment Program and the Clean Technology Food and Foundries 
Investment Program will provide grants to help manufacturing businesses to invest in energy 
efficient capital equipment and low emissions technologies, processes and products. 

The Clean Technology Innovation Program will provide grants to support business investment in 
research and development, proof of concept and early stage commercialisation activities that lead to 
the development of new clean technologies and associated services. 

Register your interest by contacting AusIndustry on 13 28 24 or hotline@ausindustry.gov.au 

 

 

 

Conference and function centre's 
light bulb moment 
Sydney Masonic Centre's (SMC) energy audit revealed the 
centre could cut its electricity bill by around $100,000 a year 
by installing new lighting. 

Recommendations included retrofitting new lights; resetting 
the chilled water temperature; changing the speed of car 
park exhaust fans; installing a fresh air cycle to one of the 
function rooms; and putting building systems, such as hot 
water, on timers to ensure they are turned off when the 
centre isn't in use. 

Operations Manager Doug Fyfe says that while the remedial
works will cost around $600,000, they are expected to 
generate cost savings of $190,000 a year and will pay for 
themselves in just over three-and-a-half years. 'More than 
half the savings will come from changes to the light fittings,' 
says Fyfe. 'For example, we had this magnificent mercury 
dome light in one of the foyer areas that was put in as a 
feature 30 years ago and really chewed up electricity. 
We've replaced the internal light fixtures with energy-
efficient LEDs.' 

 

 

 

Supplementary air conditioning 
units are commonly used in 
commercial offices. They are 
often installed in areas such as 
meeting rooms and computer 
rooms and for after-hours use. 

Energy saving checklist: 

o ensure thermostats are not 
located near heat sources 
such as photocopiers, natural 
sunlight or space heaters 

o adjust thermostat set points 
up and down in summer and 
winter respectively 

o install timers (push buttons) 
or occupancy sensors to 
avoid unit running 



To help offset the capital cost of the work; SMC is likely to 
generate 6,827 NSW Energy Saving Certificates. Based on 
the current price of electricity this will take an estimated 
$130,000 off the capital cost and bring the payback period 
down to about two and a half years. 
  

unnecessarily 

o regularly clean or replace 
filters. 

Eric Kellenbach, Sustainability 
Business Manager, Practical 
Sustainability  

 

 

 

 

Contact Energy Saver
To find out how your organisation can save energy contact the 
Energy Saver team on: 

Phone: 02 8837 6000 

Email: energysaver@savepower.nsw.gov.au 

Visit: environment.nsw.gov.au/sustainbus/energyauditing.htm 

With electricity prices increasing, more and more businesses 
are realising the benefits of energy efficiency. Energy Saver offers subsidised energy audits. Energy 
Saver audits investigate specific opportunities for your business to save energy, money and carbon 
pollution. 
  

  

 

 

 

We welcome your feedback and suggestions for future editions. Please email the editor  
at energysaver@savepower.nsw.gov.au 

savepower.nsw.gov.au/energysaver 
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