
Supporting native fish
Managed environmental water flows in the Murrumbidgee valley

Native fish will be the target of managed 
environmental flows in low-lying 
Murrumbidgee wetlands this winter.
River operators forecast higher than normal 
demand for irrigation purposes in the 
Murrumbidgee system during Autumn. As a result, 
environmental water managers reassessed their 
plans and are now aiming to deliver environmental 
flows in July. The flows will top up disconnected 
wetlands which support native fish. Increasing the 
volume of water in the wetlands will help keep 
native fish alive until future low-level connecting 

flows can be delivered at a better time for the 
fish to move from the wetlands to the main river 
channel.

What is planned?

Flows will be released to target a peak of 18,000 to 
20,000 megalitres per day at Wagga Wagga. The 
flows will be managed in a way that will let them 
recede gradually in order to minimise the risk of 
bank slumping. 

Up to 200,000 megalitres of environmental water 
has been allocated for this event.
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When will it happen?

Flows are scheduled to occur in mid July.

Why then?

The timing of these environmental flows will 
allow environmental water managers to achieve 
outcomes for fish that may otherwise be left 
stranded.

The flows have been delayed as a result of 
increased irrigation demand in the system 
between March and May which limits the volume of 
environmental water that can be delivered at the 
same time.

Planned maintenance work at Berembed Weir and 
a temporary reduced flow constraint at Wagga 
Wagga have also influenced timing of the event.

What sites are you targeting and why?

Flows will target the mid-Murrumbidgee and 
lower-Murrumbidgee wetlands.

The mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands are known 
habitat for numerous small-bodied native fish.

The lower-Murrumbidgee wetlands, including 
Yanga and Tala lakes, have significant populations 
of large-bodied native fish such as Murray cod and 
golden perch. These fish sought refuge in the lakes 
which provided better water quality conditions 
during recent natural flooding.

What will the flows achieve?

The flows will maintain habitat and food supplies 
for native fish in the wetlands targeted.

Will I be notified closer to the flow event?

Riparian landholders will be notified via established 
communication channels.

Regular updates will be posted at  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/environmentalwater
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For more information, email NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage at  
murrumbidgee.ewater@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Photos: cover, Tala Lake, lower Murrumbidgee, J Maguire/OEH. 
Above left to right, golden perch, Murray cod, G Schmida and 
swamp lily, J Maguire/OEH.
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