Funding Outline: Aboriginal Lands Clean Up Program 2011
The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) provides funding under the Aboriginal Lands Clean Up Program (ALCUP) for Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALC’s) and local Councils to work together to address illegal dumping on Aboriginal owned lands. ,
Waste has been identified as a common environmental issue affecting Aboriginal communities, and littering and illegal waste dumping is considered to be a particular problem. It is understood that these issues are often closely related to illegal access to the land and often not the result of actions by the Aboriginal community itself.
Many lands have also been degraded and contaminated in the past prior to hand back under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act.  As a result, often land has continued to be littered and dumped upon.  These issues are made worse as many parcels of land owned by the Aboriginal community may not have waste collection, recycling services and methods for preventing illegal dumping. There may also be a need to educate the broader community about recycling and reducing waste to landfill.

$200,000 in funding has been made available under the Aboriginal Lands Clean Up Program to fund clean –up projects on Aboriginal lands in NSW that address some of these issues.
Key objectives of the project
The aim of the program is to protect and enhance land that is culturally significant to Aboriginal people. ALCUP also aims to encourage the building of partnerships and improved understanding between Aboriginal communities, Local Aboriginal Land Council’s and local governments.
Each project should address the following objectives:

Clean-up

Clean-up of illegally dumped materials on Aboriginal owned lands 

· To gain environmental improvement through the removal of dumped materials causing harm or with the potential to cause harm to the environment or human health
· To prevent further environmental degradation through the removal of illegally dumped materials from the site

Deterrence

Deterrence (or prevention) of illegal dumping across the area 

· To implement activities or measures which address the causes and motivators of illegal dumping on the site

· To restore or rehabilitate making a site less attractive for illegal dumping, with the aim to prevent re-occurrence of dumping over the long term

Social Involvement

· To foster relationships between Aboriginal communities, local and state government and community groups.

· To enable members of the Aboriginal community to engage with the project from planning through to implementation and evaluation

· To build capacity within the Aboriginal community to incorporate their ideas/issues into the project. The project should also seek possible opportunities for wider community involvement to build partnerships between the Aboriginal community and members of the broader community.

Resource recovery
· To maximise resource recovery through reuse, recycling and reprocessing of  the illegally dumped materials
Evaluation

· To participate in the evaluation of the program, including reporting on outcomes and identify the learnings from the partnership process
Eligibility

Any NSW Local Aboriginal Land Council can apply for funding under ALCUP as long as:

· The Local Aboriginal Land Council and their appropriate local Council demonstrate an agreement to work in partnership.  The local Council partner demonstrates its willingness to act as administrator of the project funds on behalf of the Local Aboriginal Land Council.
Projects will commence from 1 July 2012. The project planning is to be commenced in a timely manner to ensure completion of the project by 30th June 2013.

Expectations of Project Partners:

· local Council to be an active partner in the project and administer the project including grant monies

· project proposal is developed and agreed to by the land holders and council and is undertaken

· all stakeholders contribute in-kind resources and/or funds to the project

· completion of a progress and final report of project outcomes

· participation in project evaluation.

OEH’s Commitment to provide:

· Provision of funding to the stakeholders

· Participation in project scoping

· Support and advice

· Reporting outline

· Evaluation of the overall program

Amount available

Local Aboriginal Land Councils can apply for up to $50,000 in funding. Projects must address the grant objectives and meet the criteria.

Dates

This grant is a two stage application process.  The first stage is an Expression of Interest  completed by interested LALCs. Expressions of Interest are assessed by an independent Technical Committee. If the Expression of Interest is successful the LALC will be invited to submit a Full Application.
Expressions of Interest close: Monday 5 December 2011
Full applications by invitation only. 
Who to contact if you need further help
For further information contact the Sustainability Programs Division of the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) on (02) 8837 6000 or sustainability@environment.nsw.gov.au
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