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Fact Sheet 3: Clearing that does not need approval 
 
 

The draft Regulation proposes to add to the list of, 
and change the description of, some existing clearing 
activities that farmers can currently undertake without 
needing approval. These activities are known as 
Routine Agricultural Management Activities (RAMAs). 
The proposed changes will cut red tape and improve 
service delivery by reducing the number of clearing 
proposals that need to be assessed by the CMA. The 
proposed changes also remove ambiguity and make 
the RAMAs easier for farmers to understand. 

It is important that everyone understands that 
clearing under a RAMA is allowed only if it is 
necessary to undertake that activity, and that clearing 
should always be done to the minimum extent 
necessary. The areas listed in the Regulation are the 
maximum areas that can be cleared, unless varied by 
application to your local catchment management 
authority (CMA).  

It is also important to understand that the draft Regulation is only a proposed Regulation that has been 
released for public comment. You cannot clear native vegetation under any of the new proposed RAMAs 
until the Regulation has been approved. You can continue to clear under the current Regulation. 

Clearing under different types of RAMAs  

Rural infrastructure RAMA 

The draft Regulation continues to allow clearing of buffer distances for certain rural infrastructure, such as 
fences and farm roads, without CMA approval. The type of rural infrastructure and the maximum clearing 
allowed depend on the region of NSW where the land is located and also on the type of land. Minor 
changes have been proposed to this rural infrastructure buffer-distances RAMA to make it clearer and 
easier for farmers to follow.  

The draft Regulation divides New South Wales into the Western Division, Central Region and Coastal 
Region. The actual areas are the same as in the current Regulation, but these new names are proposed to 
make it easier to understand where this RAMA will apply.  

The draft Regulation also proposes a definition for rural infrastructure, namely ‘only infrastructure used for, 
or in connection with, existing agricultural or farming activities’ on a particular landholding. This definition 
will make the Regulation clearer about when clearing is allowed, for both making buffers around rural 
infrastructure and obtaining construction timber.  

For more information see clause 26 of the draft Regulation. 

Review of the Native 
Vegetation Regulation 

Would you like to have your say on the 
proposed changes? 

To have your say on the proposed changes, send 
your comments to OEH by: 

email: 
native.vegetation@environment.nsw.gov.au 

post:  
Native Vegetation Regulation Review 
Level 12, PO Box A290 Sydney South NSW 1232 

fax: (02) 9995 6791 (attn: Native Vegetation 
Regulation Review). 

Please send your comments by midnight Friday 
24 August 2012 so that they can be considered in 
the development of the final Regulation and 
supporting documents. 
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Obtaining construction timber 

The draft Regulation continues to allow native vegetation to be cleared for use as construction timber for 
rural infrastructure on the same land without the need for approval from the CMA. The draft Regulation 
proposes to remove the restrictions in the current Regulation on when this RAMA can be used, and it 
removes the requirement for a restoration program following clearing. However, important environmental 
controls remain. The trees to be cleared must not be threatened species or part of an Endangered 
Ecological Community. Also, they must not provide habitat for a threatened species. The clearing also 
must not cause land degradation such as soil erosion or salinity.  

For more information see clause 27 of the draft Regulation.  

Non-rural infrastructure 

The draft Regulation will allow for clearing without CMA approval for permanent boundary fences and one 
shed per landholding when this infrastructure is not rural infrastructure. This means when it is infrastructure 
that is not being used for existing agricultural or farming activities. This is a new RAMA. It recognises that 
not all residents of rural areas are involved in farming and agriculture.  

Under the proposed RAMA, landholders will be able to clear an area of up to 100 square metres for one 
shed per landholding plus an asset protection zone, and up to a maximum of 6 metres on either side for 
permanent boundary fences. 

For more information see clauses 28 and 29 of the draft Regulation.  

Public Infrastructure 

Three RAMAs relating to public infrastructure have been maintained from the current Regulation. The 
RAMAs for management of infrastructure on Crown Land and maintenance of public utilities – electricity 
transmission have not changed.  

Under the draft Regulation, it is proposed that the RAMA for construction, operation and maintenance of 
telecommunications infrastructure be extended to apply to all land, not just Crown land. This means that 
local governments and the Department of Planning and Infrastructure will take sole responsibility for 
regulating mobile phone towers: a second approval from the CMA will no longer be required.  

For more information see clauses 30, 31 and 32 of the draft Regulation.  

Dwellings 

Under the draft Regulation, if landholders need to clear native vegetation to build certain types of houses, 
they will need approval only from the local council and not the CMA. This includes development proposals 
for a dual occupancy, a dwelling house, a secondary dwelling or a semi-detached dwelling. This will reduce 
red tape for landholders building these types of homes. 

For more information see clause 42 of the draft Regulation.  

Conservation purposes 

The draft Regulation will make it easier to look after native vegetation on land set aside for permanent 
conservation under certain permanent agreements. If vegetation needs to be cleared as part of 
management actions under the agreement, the clearing will not need approval from the CMA under the 
draft Regulation. 

For more information see clause 43 of the draft Regulation.  
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Planted native vegetation 

The draft Regulation proposes to introduce a new RAMA allowing planted native vegetation to be cleared 
without approval from the CMA. Native vegetation is often planted by landholders to provide shelter, 
protect soil and improve water quality. Under the current Regulation, landholders may need approval from 
the CMA if they wish to clear this vegetation in the future. This is an unintended restriction and a 
disincentive for land holders to plant native vegetation. The new RAMA for planted native vegetation will 
give farmers the flexibility to manage planted native vegetation as needed to best manage their 
properties.The exceptions to this RAMA in the draft Regulation are when the native vegetation was planted 
with the help of funding granted to conserve biodiversity, improve water quality, address soil salinity, 
prevent land degradation or sequester carbon. In these cases, the planted native vegetation would be 
subject to the same rules as naturally grown native vegetation. 

This new RAMA makes the existing RAMA for gardens unnecessary, so the latter has been removed from 
the draft Regulation. 

For more information see clause 46 of the draft Regulation.  

More information 
For more information visit the OEH website at 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/vegetation/ReviewofNVRegulations.htm. 

On this website you can download the consultation documents, including the draft Regulation and a 
regulatory impact statement examining the costs and benefits of the proposed changes.  

A range of fact sheets explaining the proposed changes, along with a ‘frequently asked questions’ page, is 
also available on the OEH website. 
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