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Timeframe announced for the remake of the Native Vegetation Regulation 
The Minister for the Environment has announced changes to be made to the Native Vegetation 
Regulation. See the Minister’s media release 

The proposed changes are based on the findings of the independent facilitator’s final report.  
See the Independent Facilitator’s final report 

Mr Lane’s report focuses on cutting red tape and improving service delivery. The NSW Government will 
implement all 40 of the recommendations made by Mr Lane. Key recommendations include: 

1. amending the Regulation to allow farmers to clear isolated paddock trees in areas previously cleared  
for permanent or rotational cropping, manage invasive native species and thin native vegetation using 
self-assessable codes  

2. amending the Regulation to allow certain grass species to be listed and managed as feral native 
species, which will assist farmers to sustainably manage their native pastures 

3. amending the Regulation to make it easier for catchment management authorities to change the 
regrowth date, allowing farmers to continue existing rotational farming practices 

4. amending the Regulation to allow local councils to carry out land management activities without 
approval 

5. reviewing the Environmental Outcomes Assessment Methodology (EOAM) to create faster and simpler 
assessment of property vegetation plans 

6. developing a service level agreement between the Office of Environment and Heritage and catchment 
management authorities (soon to be Local Land Services) to ensure more timely responses to inquiries 
for advice and determination of property vegetation plans.  

The Government will also pursue many of the proposed changes in the draft Native Vegetation 
Regulation exhibited in May 2012, including new exemptions for dwellings, telecommunication 
infrastructure on public and private land, and non-rural boundary fences and sheds. 

Timing 

Implementation of the new Regulation will take place in stages, with stages 1 and 2 forming the bulk of 
the regulatory changes: 

Stage 1: This stage involves making the Regulation.  

This will be completed in September 2013. A number of the existing and new provisions including new 
exemptions for local councils, dwellings and telecommunication facilities will come into effect as the new 
Regulation is made.  
 (continued) 

Progress on the review of the 
Native Vegetation Regulation 

mailto:native.vegetation@environment.nsw.gov.au�
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/media/minmedia.htm�
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/vegetation/nvfacilitator.htm�


 

 

 
 

Stage 2: This stage involves making the self-assessable codes. The codes will take the legal form of 
orders made by the Minister for the Environment and will take effect in the first quarter of 2014, following 
public exhibition.  

Priority is being given to making codes for managing invasive native species, clearing isolated paddock 
trees, thinning native vegetation, managing feral native species (including certain grassland species), 
environmental works for revegetation activities, and soil conservation works in western NSW. 

These changes will mean that landholders will be able to undertake these activities without the need for 
approval, as long as they comply by a code. Landholders will need to give their local catchment 
management authority notification before commencing any clearing under a code but this requirement 
will be designed to be simple and not onerous. 

Stage 3: This stage involves making the revised EOAM. 

This final stage will implement Mr Lane’s recommendation to create faster and simpler assessment of 
property vegetation plans, as well as improve a number of other aspects of the PVP clearing assessment 
system. 

The revised EOAM will take effect by mid 2014, following public exhibition of the draft EOAM. The 
current EOAM will continue to have effect until the new arrangements are in place. 

Private Native Forestry 

Although not part of Mr Lane’s review, the new Regulation will also include changes relating to Private 
Native Forestry (PNF).  

The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) will also make changes to the PNF Code of Practice to 
address issues the Government sought specific feedback on during the public consultation period. At the 
time the new Regulation is made, the PNF Code of Practice for Northern NSW will be amended to 
address logging on steep slopes in the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority area. The 
EPA is also developing an updated approach to improve how koala habitat is identified and protected 
under the PNF Code. It will consult further with stakeholders on the options to address this issue. 

See more information about private native forestry, including a summary of submissions 

 

More information 
For more information about the review please visit the OEH website. 
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