
THREATENED SPECIES INFORMATION

Amyema scandens
Common name None

Conservation status

Amyema scandens (Tieghem) Danser is
listed as an Endangered Species  on
Schedule 1 of the New South Wales
Threatened Species Conservation Act,
1995. This species is also listed as an
Endangered Species on Schedule 1 of the
Commonwealth Endangered Species
Protection Act, 1992.

General description

A. scandens is a mistletoe with external
runners and distinctive elliptic to circular
leaves.  Flowering occurs in the summer
and the fruit are small and pink to red in
colour.  An illustration of A. scandens can
be found in Quirico (1992).

Scientific description

A. scandens (Loranthaceae) is a hairless
(except for flowers) mistletoe with
external runners. Leaves occur in whorls
of 3 or 4 or opposite, are elliptic to
circular, 2.5-8cm long, 2-8cm wide, with
a rounded apex, thick base and obscure
venation.

The leaf stem is thick and 5-10mm long.
Inflorescence a pedunculate umbel of
triads, all flowers sessile; peduncle 10-
20mm long; rays of umbel 5-8, 3-8mm
long; bracts c. 1mm long. Corolla 30-
38mm long, 5-merous. Fruit ovoid, c.
1mm long, pink to red (Quirico 1992).

There are 13 species of Amyema which
occur within New South Wales. A.
scandens is not easily confused with any
other Amyema with its main distinguishing
character being its elliptic to circular
leaves.

Distribution

A. scandens is endemic to New South
Wales and is known from only one
location. This population occurs within a
remnant rainforest fragment on cleared
farmland within the Rocky Creek area,
north of Lismore, northern New South
Wales (Sheringham & Westaway 1995).

Recorded occurrences in
conservation reserves

A. scandens is not known to occur within
any conservation reserves (NPWS 1999).

Habitat

A. scandens is parasitic on the Rosewood,
Dysoxylum fraserianum. The species
occurs within a remnant rainforest
fragment on cleared undulating farmland
at the foothills of the Nightcap Range
(Quir ico 1992; RBG Herbarium
Database Feb 1999).

Ecology

Very little is known of the ecology of A.
scandens. It is parasitic on Rosewood,
Dysoxylum fraserianum and flowers in
summer (Quirico 1992).

Threats

Historical clearing has reduced the habitat
of this species. Such land clearing for
agriculture is still the main threat to A.
scandens.
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Management

In order to ensure the persistence of A.
scandens, the rainforest fragment which
supports the species needs to be protected.
The survival of A. scandens depends upon
survival  of i ts  host Dysoxylum
fraserianum and management should be
directed towards ensuring host survival.

Further clearing should be avoided and
weed invasion from the surrounding
farmland needs to be monitored and
controlled if necessary.

Recovery plans

There is currently no recovery plan for A.
scandens.
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