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MU 58 ACACIA THICKETS
 CORRESPONDING CLASSIFICATIONS

Regional: NV

State: usually a subunit of woodland communities

Number of Sites: 1 Average number of identified native species per plot: 32

 DESCRIPTION
Acacia thickets form mostly as a result of
recovery from past disturbance. This Map
Unit may also be considered as a component
of severely disturbed native vegetation
(MU62). The main species involved vary with
the location, but there are mainly four
species which can be considered in the study
area as forming thickets. In the north the
main species is Acacia ixiophylla, although
patches of A. binervia and A. cheelii also
occur, with this latter species being more
common further to the north and west,
especially to the north of Dubbo in the
Brigalow Belt. In the southern (Tuglow) study
area the main species involved are Acacia
dealbata on the ridge crests and A.
falciformis on hills and in the gorges,
although this latter is probably the most
widespread of the thicket-forming species
being found in all three mapping areas. The
community resembles those of the blue-bush
wattle (A. clunies-rossiae) found in the
Kowmung (Steenbeeke 1990; NPWS 2003)
and similar communities identified in the
Byadbo region (the Southern Wattle Dry
Sclerophyll Forests) which also share A.
falciformis as a dominant canopy (Keith
2004). Near Glen Davis (at Sir Johns Point) a
small, dense stand of the rare A. matthewii
occurs on the rocky hillside. This occurrence
would be important as this species is
considered in the Flora as being rare
(Harden 2002) and it is known from a few
localised occurrences at Glen Davis and
Putty.

The wattle thickets are usually composed of a single dominant canopy species with occasional eucalypt
emergents. The wattles are usually of a similar age throughout the stand, and may form a nearly complete to
complete canopy. The understorey varies from nearly absent to a moderate density grass and forb community. In
most cases the community is believed to derive from past disturbance, although the A. binervia, A. falciformis and
A. mathewii occurrences may be a stable form of the community.

 STRUCTURAL SUMMARY

Stratum Count AvLowHt AvHt maxHt AvCover SDcover minCover maxCover
T 2 4.0 13.00 16 35.0 35.36 10 60
M1 1 0.5 6.00 6 70.0 70 70
L1 2 0.35 0.5 30.0 14.14 20 40

 FLORISTIC SUMMARY

Trees

Eucalyptus dealbata (Capertee, over A. cheelii), E. punctata & E. dawsonii (Glen Davis, over A. matthewii), E.
dives, E. melliodora and E. viminalis (Cox’s – Kowmung, over A. falciformis)

Low Trees and Shrubs

Acacia cheelii, A. falciformis, A. ixioides, A. matthewii
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Ground Covers

Austrodanthonia racemosa, Cheilanthes sieberi, Dichondra repens, Oxalis perennans

Vines & Climbers

Clematis aristata, Glycine clandestina and Comesperma volubile have been seen in various examples

 KEY IDENTIFYING FEATURES

Easily recognisable features to assist in identifying this map unit are:

• An evenly-aged stand of wattles forming a nearly closed canopy

 EXAMPLE LOCATIONS
Above Coco Creek near the property ‘Kurrajongs’ and near the eastern side of Genowlan Mountain; Sir John’s
Point above Glen Davis; ridges between Jaunter and ‘Tuglow Downs’

 CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Disturbance Class Area (ha) Proportion Extant (%)
A Low N/a N/a
B Medium N/a N/a
C High N/a N/a
Total N/a N/a

 THREATENED PLANT SPECIES
Possible: Acacia clunies-rossiae

 DIAGNOSTIC SPECIES
No diagnostic species are available for this community.




