
A state of the art research project is now 
underway within the Bronte-Coogee Aquatic 
Reserve, which extends from the northern end 
of Coogee Beach to the southern end of Bronte 
Beach and includes waters 100 metres offshore. 
The research will use acoustic listening stations 
to determine the daily and seasonal movements 
of specially tagged eastern blue groper. 
Information on movement patterns will be 
considered alongside new information on seabed 
habitat to determine the habitat preferences of 
this iconic fish species. A better understanding 
of the movement patterns of the eastern blue 
groper will assist in the ongoing management of 
the Aquatic Reserve. 
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How can you help?
You cannot legally take eastern blue 
groper as a result of a fishing closure 
within the Aquatic Reserve (shown right). 
To assist us with the research project 
we’d ask that you voluntarily do not fish 
for eastern blue groper within the aquatic 
reserve between June 2009 and 31st July 
2010. If you do fish and catch a tagged 
eastern blue groper, please return it to 
the water unharmed so we can continue  
to monitor its movements.  

Further information
The NSW Department of Environment and Climate 
Change (DECC) is responsible for the management of 
aquatic reserves in NSW.                

This project is managed by DECC in collaboration with Macquarie University, Marine Innovation South Australia (incorporating input from 
Flinders University & SARDI), and the Sydney Institute of Marine Science, with support from Waverley Council, Randwick Council, the Sydney 
Aquarium Conservation Fund, the Australian Acoustic Tagging and Monitoring System (AATAMS), NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI), 
and the University of Technology Sydney (UTS). 

This project is supported by DECC, through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country and the Sydney Aquarium 
Conservation Fund.   

For further information, contact DECC Environment Line on 1300 361 967, DECC Aquatic Protected Areas Section on 02 4916 3826, or visit 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Pat Tully/DPI NSW

Male

Pat Tully/DPI NSW

Female

Acoustic tag

Em
ily

 B
uc

kl
e/

U
TS

Fish are tagged with 
transmitters that 
emit a signal every 
1–3 minutes.

Listening post
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Seventeen listening 
stations installed in 
the waters in and 
near the aquatic 
reserve allow 
the location and 
movement of tagged 
fish to be tracked.

Bronte-Coogee 
Aquatic Reserve 
boundaries showing 
the existing eastern 
blue groper fisheries 
closure. 


