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Did you know that this is the ‘International Year of 

Biodiversity’? As biodiversity is a key responsibility of the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), this edition of 

resort round-up will feature extra articles about the weird, 

wonderful and special life forms that can be found in and 

around Kosciuszko National Park (KNP).

Most people define biodiversity simply as plants and 

animals. In fact biodiversity is the total variation of life 

forms within an ecosystem and is often used as a measure 

of the health of biological systems. The biodiversity 

found on Earth today consists of many millions of distinct 

biological species; the product of nearly 3.5 billion years 

of evolution.

Different ecosystems can be found across the ranges 

and valleys throughout KNP; from the alpine zone where 

animal and plant life have adapted to seasonal snow 

cover, down the tall-moist forested slopes where some 

trees are over 60 metres high, to the drier woodlands 

and grasslands that tend to flank the park boundaries. 

Although KNP has attracted many scientists, researchers 

and nature lovers to investigate and study the natural 

environment, the unique alpine zone has tended to be at 

the centre of most of this work, and even then, the focus 

has primarily been on vascular plants (flowering plants) 

and vertebrates (i.e. birds, reptiles, mammals, amphibians 

and fish). This is not to say that the alpine area and these 

groups are not worth the attention. To the contrary, it 

highlights the gap in knowledge across the vast montane 

and woodland areas of the park. Furthermore, the world of 

non-vascular plants (mosses, liverworts and bryophytes), 

non-vertebrates (e.g. insects and arachnids) and other life 

forms such as fungi, lichens, viruses, bacteria and amoebas 

etc, have not been fully explored or inventoried, yet these 

elements of biodiversity are far more numerous, and just 

as important, than the larger and more appealing plants 

and animals that we tend to use for our understanding of 

biodiversity.
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Above: Eastern Banjo Frog (Limnodynastes dumerili) (photo by Dave Woods).



year of biodiversity... continued from page 1

Let us look and appreciate what we do know 

about the biodiversity in KNP. According to 

the KNP Plan of Management, there are over 

850 species of native vascular plants and over 

300 native vertebrate species, including 31 

mammals, 250 birds, 31 reptiles, 11 frogs and 

11 native fish. This makes KNP part of a very 

significant region in terms of biodiversity let 

alone the flora and fauna species that have 

special adaptations to live in some unique 

and extreme environments. For example, the 

feldmark plant communities that occupy only 

a small area of exposed ridges and cols on the 

Main Range, and the Mountain Pygmy-possum – 

Australia’s only seasonally hibernating marsupial 

that is restricted to alpine and sub-alpine 

boulderfields which are covered by snow for 

at least three months of the year. Furthermore, 

given the cold climate of the area, it is significant 

that the park supports a surprising diversity of 

cold-blooded reptiles and frogs.

Unfortunately, not all is well with our 

biodiversity, either in KNP or the wider Snowy 

Mountains and Monaro regions. There has 

been a steady decline in the abundance and 

distribution of many species; even some once 

common species have found themselves on 

threatened species lists. Habitat loss, weeds and 

pests, and altered fire regimes are just some 

of the causes for species decline. However, 

intensifying these threats as well as being a 

major threat in its own right is climate change. 

Concerns about climate change are heightened 

in alpine environments where diminishing snow 

cover and snow quantity, as well as increased 

temperatures, impact on a range of plants and 

animals that have special niche requirements. 

Not all species that have evolved over thousands 

of years can quickly adjust to new environments 

brought about by relatively sudden shifts in climate 

change, let alone compete with other species where 

climate change has conversely provided increased 

habitat opportunities. Many ecologists and 

palaeontologists believe we are experiencing the 

‘sixth wave of extinction’ in the Earth’s history due to 

the current rate of climate change.

On a more positive note, we do have the 

opportunity to turn around the fate of many 

species on the edge of extinction. It comes 

down to what we understand and value, as well 

as what we are prepared to do to accommodate 

the required changes.

To increase worldwide awareness of biodiversity 

and to engage more people in its conservation, 

the United Nations nominated 2010 as 

International Year of Biodiversity. This means 

that throughout 2010 organisations like 

museums, zoos, wildlife observer groups, wildlife 

management agencies and any other bodies 

with affinities to conservation and biodiversity 

management can brand their programs and 

promotions against this international awareness 

and celebration campaign. In Kosciuszko there 

is great effort being taken by NPWS, the ski 

resorts, Snowy Hydro, Taronga and Melbourne 

Zoos to learn more about and protect our iconic 

threatened species including Mountain Pygmy-

possum, Southern and Northern Corroboree Frogs, 

Broad-toothed Rat and upland Mountain Bogs.

So whether you are a short term visitor or have 

had a long-term association with Kosciuszko 

National Park and the region, take the time 

to appreciate the wealth of animal and plant 

life around you. Before venturing out, why not 

get some background information from the 

Kosciuszko Education Centre at Sawpit Creek 

or participate in one of the Discovery programs 

held during the school holiday periods? You can 

always access information about biodiversity 

in NSW by visiting the DECCW website at www.

environment.nsw.gov.au or to learn more about 

‘2010 – International Year of Biodiversity’, visit 

www.cbd.int/2010/welcome/. Then take the 

time to see and hear for your self.

02  ResortRoundUP - issue 31

Above top to bottom: Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard (Tiliqua nigrolutea) (photo by Dave Woods).   Phasmid 
(Didymuria violescens) (photo by Dave Woods).   Highland Copperhead (Austrelaps ramsayi) (photo by 
Janelle Herlihy).  Mountain Gentian (Chiongentias muelleriana ssp. alpestris) (photo by Mel Schrode).



ems awards
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perisher range resort ems awards
Environmental  
Award winners
The three winners of the Perisher Range 
Resorts Environmental Management 
Systems (PRREMS) 2010 ‘Commitment 
Awards’ are: Sundeck Hotel, Waratah Ski 
Lodge and Edeilweiss Ski Lodge.

The three winners have all embraced 
the philosophy of the PRREMS by 
implementing significant improvements 
in environmental performance by 
consistently meeting or exceeding 
environmental targets including resource 
efficiency targets for water, energy and 
waste minimisation. 

 “These awards acknowledge the 
achievements of the ski lodges in 
contributing to the sustainable use of the 
resort and will hopefully inspire others 
to strive for improved environmental 
performance”, said Andrew Harrigan, 
Acting Manager of Visitor and Business 
Services, NPWS and Chair of the PRREMS 
operational committee.

Perisher Chamber of Commerce President, 
Belinda Shore said “the PRREMS has come 
a long way since its inception in 2002 and 
we thought it was timely to recognise the 
environmental initiatives of the ski lodges 
and commercial operators.” 

Sundeck Hotel – 
Deserving Winner 
Not only can Sundeck Hotel boast being 
Australia’s highest hotel at 1769 metres, 
but it can also claim to be one of the most 
switched-on environmentally conscious 
businesses in the Snowy Mountains. 
Congratulations to owner /manager Cliff 
Wallis.

One of the biggest projects undertaken at 
Sundeck was the installation of an $80,000 
solar panel system. The panels are grid-
interactive, which means all excess power 
produced in summer when the hotel is 
closed is fed back into the electricity grid, 

which reduces the hotel’s power bills 
and greenhouse emissions by about fifty 
percent. The system was installed by south-
coast solar experts Pyramid Power and is 
predicted to return between 15-18% on 
the investment. 

 “In the first month our system produced 
1099kw hours. Interestingly on April 26 
which was a beautiful sunny day it made 
46 hours. The next day which was quite 
ugly, reaching a maximum of two degrees 
Celsius and no sun all day, it still made 16 
hours!” Cliff Wallis said.

Other environmental initiatives which 
make Sundeck Hotel carbon neutral 
include: installing dual flush toilets, 
waterless urinals, getting rid of skidoos, 
recycling, avoiding purchases with heavy 
packaging and planting more then 2000 
trees on a south coast property.

Sundeck Hotel also recently won the NSW 
Australian Hotels Association Award for 
Environmental Excellence. When you 
look at all the initiatives that Cliff has 
undertaken to reduce the hotel’s energy 
consumption and other environmental 
practices, it’s not surprising that he won 
these two awards. 

Edelweiss Ski Lodge –  
There from the beginning
Built in 1955, Edelweiss Ski Lodge is 
being recognised for its commitment 
to the environment and the long term 
sustainability of the ski industry. Little has 
changed in the outward appearance of this 
small lodge whose founder KG Murray was 
one of the early pioneers of the Perisher 
Resort. However much has been going 
on behind the quaint welcome sign. By 
consistently reporting since 2002 the lodge 
has impressed the PRREMS committee with 
a willingness to adopt new ideas and make 
changes resulting in improved resource 
efficiencies and exceedance of PRREMS 
targets. With the implementation of water 
saving measures, education of members 

and regular water audits, the lodge has 
kept water consumption down to 100 litres 
per visitor a night. This is almost half that of 
the PRREMS target of 200 litres per visitor 
per night. A most impressive achievement - 
well done Edeilweiss.   

Waratah Ski Lodge – 
top marks for pollution 
prevention & resource 
efficiency improvements
Waratah Ski lodge has undergone a 
transformation focussing on pollution 
prevention and resource efficiencies. 

Like many of the original club lodges in 
the Perisher Valley, Waratah Ski Lodge 
has relied on oil heaters to warm the 
lodge since it was built in 1961. Due to 
increased oil prices and better access to 
other energy sources, the lodge has now 
changed its heating system. Improvements 
in energy efficiencies and member comfort 
have included; regulated thermostats, 
sensor systems, off peak gas hot water, 
re-cladding of external walls and regular 
energy audits. 

After making the changes to heating, 
Waratah was left with the task of managing 
redundant underground fuel storage tanks. 
In keeping with the PRREMS commitment 
to pollution prevention, the fuel tanks 
were removed by an accredited operator, 
soil tested for contamination and the site 
rehabilitated. Including stabilisation and 
reseeding to prevent long term erosion. 

Many other initiatives have been taken up 
by the lodge to improve environmental 
performance and this has been 
acknowledged through this award.  

Below left to right: Cliff Wallis proudly stands 
beside the 10kW solar panel atop of the Sundeck 
Hotel. Edelweiss ski Lodge. Edelweiss’ welsome 
sign.  Waratah Ski Lodge – re-cladding of external 
walls to improve insulation.



On Sunday 11 April, the National Landscape Tourism Strategy was launched by the Hon 

Peter Garrett, Minister for the Environment, Heritage, Water and the Arts during the 

Opening Ceremony of the Healthy Parks Healthy People Congress in Melbourne. The 

Strategy is now available for reading and downloading at the following website:  

www.australianalps.environment.gov.au/publications/general/aanlstrat.html

The Australian Alps National Landscape Tourism Strategy is geared to the needs of the 

Experience Seeker. Less than 10% of Australian Alps visitors are Experience Seekers 

yet they currently represent about 60% of Australia’s inbound market. They stay 

longer, have a higher than average spend and represent a growth opportunity for the 

Australian Alps. Its focus is squarely on the international market segment.

In essence, the Tourism Strategy is a high-level strategic document aimed at identifying 

tourism opportunities and potential for the international Experience Seeker market 

and therefore does not aim to address all tourism or recreation opportunities. However 

it acknowledges that if the Australian Alps get it right for the discerning Experience 

Seeker target market, it will also have greater appeal to the domestic market.

Visit www.australia.com/campaigns/nationallandscapes to see how the Australian Alps 

have been branded to the wider national and international audience.

04

 around the resort

australian alps  
national landscape tourism strategy
now in place!

Above: Upper Snowy River, Kosciuszko National Park (photo by Mel Schroder).

Since 1961 the crossing of Farm Creek 

adjacent to Guthega Village has been 

facilitated by a ‘flying-fox’. The original device 

was designed by John Turner and built by 

Illawong Ski Tourers but replaced in 1979 by 

the current model that was designed by Tim 

Lamble. Although primarily built to assist 

members and guests reach Illawong Lodge 

located approximately 2km further along 

the valley from Guthega Dam, the flying fox 

has helped many other skiers and walkers 

negotiate the creek during peak flows and 

during the snow season when snow has 

inhibited safe boulder hopping.

Given the increased number of backcountry 

users to this part of the Main Range, a 

more stable, robust and safer structure was 

required. This summer the NPWS built a metal 

bridge beside the flying fox. Being listed on 

the Register of the National Trust of Australia 

(NSW) and on the NPWS Historic Places 

Register, the flying fox will remain in-situ.

This weird looking life-form 
photographed in Perisher Valley in 
mid-April is actually a fungus from the 
stinkhorn family. It has several common 
names such as ‘Starfish Stinkhorn’ and 
‘Sea Anemone Fungus’, but scientifically 
it is known as Aseroe rubra. Like other 
stinkhorns it grows from an egg-like 
structure that is covered with a veil. 
When mature it has a stem up to 8cm 
long that becomes somewhat flattened 
and develops 6-10 arms, each one 
branching into two thin tentacles. The 
centre of this stinkhorn has dark-brown 
foetid-smelling ooze; arguably to attract 
insects like flies to help distribute spores.

Aseroe rubra has a wide distribution, 
being found in temperate and tropical 
areas throughout Australia and in other 
continents from both hemispheres.

weird  
fungus
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farm creek bridge and flying fox

Above: Farm Creek Flying Fox in front of the newly  
built metal foot bridge (photo by Dave Woods).



flying high
congratulations
to australian winter olympians  
and paralympians
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After a few years hiatus in flight services to the Snowy 
Mountains, regional carrier Aeropelican will be 
commencing a year round passenger service between 
Sydney and the Snowy Mountains starting this 
winter. Aeropelican is a Newcastle based company 
that operates a fleet of BAE Jetstream 32 Turboprop 
aircraft. Flights will operate between Sydney 
Domestic Terminal and Snowy Mountains Airport 
(Cooma).

The Aeropelican service to Snowy Mountains 
Airport will commence on Friday 11 June 2010 with 

three return flights daily from Sydney to the Snowy 

Mountains between Sunday to Friday, and two return 

flights on Saturdays during the winter months. The 

winter flight times have been designed to allow 

connection with other domestic and international 

flight services.

At the time of preparing this article, plans were 

underway to develop a summer flight schedule.

For further information and on-line booking visit:  

www.aeropelican.com.au

Congratulations to all the Australian athletes who 
competed in the 21st Winter Olympic Games in 
Vancouver, Canada. Due recognition is not only 
given to all those who represented our country 
during the course of the games, but to the years 
of hard work and the forgoing of many of life’s 
luxuries to develop into the best athlete one 
could possibly become. This recognition is also 
extended to those who have trained just as hard 
but missed out on selection; to the relatives and 
friends who have provided encouragement and 
supported the long hard road travelled by the 
athletes; the coaches and teams that provide the 
training and competition to bring the best out of 
the athletes; and the generosity of the public and 
corporate sector for donations and sponsorships.

It should not pass that many of the great and 
credible performances were performed by 
athletes who started as ‘mini-mite’ skiers at 
Thredbo, Perisher, Charlotte Pass and Selwyn, 
where they were developed and nurtured into 
Olympic athletes. And if I may grace this article 

with one last association with the winter athletes, 
many of them trained and competed whilst 
enjoying the grandeur of Kosciuszko National 
Park. And if that association is not quite strong 
enough for a boast, then perhaps we should 
recognise the splendid Channel 9 commentary 
delivered on speed skating by Carla Zijlstra; 
three-time Olympic speed skater for Holland and 
partner of Anthony Evans, Australia’s own three-
time cross-country Olympian and NPWS Officer 
based in Jindabyne!

Special congratulations to Winter Olympians 
Torah Bright (gold), Lydia Lassila (gold) and 
Dale Begg-Smith (silver) for their medal 
winning performances in the Snowboard Half-
pipe, Freestyle Aerials and Freestyle Moguls 
competition respectively, and to Winter 
Paralympians Marty Mayberry (silver), Cameron 
Rahles-Rahbula (two bronze) and Jessica 
Gallagher (bronze) for Downhill, Slalom and 
Super Combined, and Slalom – visually impaired, 
respectively.

Aeropelican  
                    to Provide Flight Services



environment matters
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In your travels around the Snowy Mountains, 
have you ever seen a small blue wiry-
looking thing that at first resembles a piece 
of discarded litter? Then you take a second 
look and think, ‘what the…?’ Well, there is a 
good chance that what you are looking at is 
actually a Mountain Blue Planarian – a type 
of flatworm.

Most Planarians are non-parasitic flatworms 
that are free-living in lakes and streams 
(in contrast many flatworms are parasitic 
and require a host e.g. mammals). 
However, there is one particular curiosity 
in the Australian Alps, the Mountain Blue 
Planarian. It is not the only terrestrial 
flatworm, but its striking blue colour and 
its sometimes irregular shape and body 

position gives the appearance of a discarded 
piece of plastic litter. A closer look at this 
species will reveal a secreted slime used 
to lubricate the ground over which it 
moves and to immobilise small prey which 
are taken into the gut for digestion by a 
protrusion of the pharynx.

An interesting feature of Planarians is that 
they have the unusual ability to regenerate 
a head on the tail piece and a tail on the 
head section should they be cut in half. But 
just take my word on this and admire these 
blue-coloured creatures amongst the other 
biological wonders found in Kosciuszko 
National Park. 

Left: Mountain Blue Planarian  
(photo by Mel Schroder).

mountain blue planarian, 
not blue plastic litter!
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Ten hardy souls were not deterred 

by torrential morning rain on Clean-

up Australia Day (Sunday 7 March) 

when contributing to a litter pick up in 

Kosciuszko National Park. Sites included 

Creel Bay, Porcupine Walking Track, 

Charlotte Pass and the Main Range 

including Mt. Kosciuszko.

Consistent with past clean-ups of these 

areas, the most prevalent litter included 

tissues and lolly wrappers, although 

surprisingly (but encouragingly) there were 

very few cigarette butts!

More than 588,000 people collected 

approximately 15,560 tonnes of rubbish 

from 7,073 registered sites across the 

country as part of the 20th Anniversary of 

Clean-up Australia Day. Well done to the 

Kosciuszko contingent, Thredbo’s Clean-up 

Business Day (Tuesday 2 March) and let’s 

not forget the Perisher Clean-up Day held 

in November each year.

Australia’s Highest Clean-up Australia Day Site

Above left: Australia’s highest clean-up site – the summit of Mt. Kosciuszko; part of the Clean-up Australia Day event (photo from NPWS library). 
Above right: Tim Greville (NPWS ranger) and Yvonne Johns (volunteer) scour the boulders on Mt. Kosciuszko (photo by Dave Woods).



 update

Australians are using less water but more 
energy, according to a new report released 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). 
The report, ‘Australia’s Environment: Issues and 
Trends’, presents a snapshot of environmental 
issues affecting Australia. The 2010 edition also 
includes a feature article on the issue of climate 
change and what it means for Australia.

This edition highlights that water use by 
agriculture has fallen by almost half in two 
years, with the biggest reductions occurring 
in New South Wales and Victoria, while the 

proportion of households using water saving 
devices has doubled between 1994 and 2007.

While water consumption fell, energy use 
rose. Australia’s heavy reliance on fossil fuels, 
especially for power generation, has seen 
greenhouse gas emissions in the energy sector 
rise by almost one-half since 1990, however, 
emissions per head of population fell by 12% 
over the same period.

The Northern Territory and Western Australia 
lead other states in solar hot water use (54% 
and 21% respectively), but overall less than 10% 

of Australian homes were using solar hot water 
in 2008.

Conversely, Australians are also living in larger 
homes with fewer people; this is increasing 
greenhouse emissions from the electricity 
and gas used to build and run them. And 
unfortunately the volume of waste deposited 
into landfill across Australia increased 12 
percent between 2001 and 2007, from 19 
million tonnes to 21.3 million tonnes.

Further details can be found at www.abs.gov.au

Environmental Trends from the Australian Bureau of Statistics
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A recent study on the number of horses located 

across the Australian Alps national parks (AANP) 

has identified an increase of over 20 percent 

per year since the 2003 wildfires. The AANP 

primarily includes the Alpine National Park in 

Victoria, Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) in NSW 

and Namadgi National Park in the ACT; currently 

there are no feral horses in Namadgi National 

Park. The feral horse population was estimated 

at approximately 5,000 animals in 2001 but 

dropped to approximately 2,700 animals when 

surveyed after the 2003 wildfires. However, in 

2009 the number of feral horses was estimated at 

7,600, an increase of over 200 percent between 

2003 and 2009. At this rate the predicted 

population will reach almost 14,000 in 2012.

Unlike most other feral animals, feral horses 

have a strong link with European culture in the 

Australian Alps. The alternative names of wild 

horses or brumbies is synonymous with how 

people relate to these animals; Banjo Paterson 

captured the spirit of the wild bush horses in 

his poem ‘The Man from Snowy River’. However, 

the cultural significance of horses within the 

community must be balanced against the 

effects of feral horses upon the environment. 

The environmental damage caused by feral 

horses to stream banks, bogs and other alpine 

plant communities is well documented. Some 

of these communities are primary habitat for 

threatened fauna like corroboree frog, broad-

toothed rat, alpine water skink and bog skink.

Feral horse capture techniques across the 

AANP include the use of specially constructed 

yards (and permit-based brumby running in 

Victoria). In KNP, horse management is carried 

out according to the Horse Management Plan 

released in December 2008.

For more information on the Australian Alps 

feral horse monitoring project, visit www.

australianalps.environment.gov.au, and for 

information about the Kosciuszko National 

Park Horse Management Plan visit http://www.

environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/nature/

KNPHorseManagementPlanFinal08.pdf

Above: A horse captured in Kosciuszko National Park 

using specially designed yards (photo NPWS library).

feral horses on the increase



cryptic creatures
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Let me introduce you to one of the lesser known fury animals 
whose small size, nocturnal habits and European superstitions 
have not endeared these creatures to most people – microbats. 
Unlike their larger counter parts, flying-foxes or fruit bats, 
microbats is a general term used to describe Microchiroptera that 
are characterised by their small size (wingspan of approximately 
25cm), insectivorous diet and use of echolocation to navigate 
and feed. Whilst flying-foxes are infrequent visitors to the Snowy 
Mountains, microbats include species whose home range is 
associated with the ecosystems of Kosciuszko National Park.

In the Snowy Mountains microbats have been found to live in tree 
hollows, under bark, in eaves and rooves of buildings, in caves and 
cavernous boulder outcrops, under bridges and in road culverts. 
Although these little animals can travel long distances each night 
and tend to seasonally migrate and hibernate during the winter 
months, the species that frequent the Snowy Mountains are not 
well understood and little research has bee carried out in the area 
compared to microbats in other parts of Australia.

Reasons as to why microbats are difficult to study include: small 
size allowing access to barely discernible roosting sites; nocturnal 
behaviour and constantly moving around at night in search of 
food; and communicating in a frequency range that is often 
inaudible to people. This means that specialised capture and 
monitoring equipment is used by those involved in microbat 
research.

Those undertaking microbat studies tend to use two 
complimentary techniques. Harp traps are collapsible and 
portable trapping devices that use closely spaced tensioned 
fishing line. Bats that fail to detect the nylon line will collide and 
slide down unharmed into a capture bag. They can neither fly nor 
climb out of the bag and remain there protected from wind and 
rain until removed. This method allows researchers to positively 

identify bats because they have them in the hand. However, 
trapping bats relies on intercepting bats as they fly around, which 
limits their use to ‘fly-ways’ or movement corridors such as along 
tracks or forest gaps.

In contrast, ultrasonic detectors focus on the mostly ultrasonic 
frequencies emitted by microbats. With the use of special 
computer software, some bat species can be identified by their 
calls whilst others can be assigned to a particular bat group. 
Ultrasonic detectors have the advantage in that they are non-
intrusive and suitable for use in areas of open vegetation where 
trapping is not as successful. They can also be left in remote areas 
to capture bat calls over a number of days and programmed to 
switch on between certain times; data can then be downloaded 
at a later time. However, some bat species can not be identified 
with absolute certainty by calls alone. There will still be a need for 
most projects to use ultrasonic detectors and harp traps together, 
particularly when undertaking census monitoring and fauna 
inventory work.

Although little research has been undertaken on microbats in 
the Snowy Mountains, a few species have been detected through 
research programs and from casual observations and captures 
of roosting animals in houses and other structures. Species 
positively identified from around the higher parts of the Snowy 
Mountains including resorts are:

• Lesser Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus geoffroyi) 
• Gould’s Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus gouldi)  
• Gould’s Wattled Bat (Chalinolobus gouldii) 
• Chocolate Wattled Bat (Chalinolobus morio) 
• Large Bent-winged Bat (Minopterus schreibersii oceanensis) 
• Eastern False Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus tasmaniensis) 
• King River Bat (Vespadelus regulus) 
• White-stiped Mastiff Bat (Tadarida australis)
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cryptic little creatures of the night

Far left: Lesser Long-eared Bat 
(Nyctophilus geoffroyi); widely distributed 
and well adapted species that are known 
to roost in ski lodge buildings (photo by 
Dave Woods).

Centre: Ultrasonic equipment allows the 
detection of bats that may not otherwise 
be caught in traps (photo by Henry 
Deutschendorf).

Left: Harp Trap – microbats find the bands 
of fine nylon thread hard to detect and fly 
into the trap, sliding down unharmed into 
a cotton bag to be studied and eventually 
released (photo by Dave Woods).



hot topics
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Members of the Thirroul Ski Club 
were concerned by the increase 
of weeds around their lodge, 
Maranatha, in Perisher Valley. 
Their survey last year identified 
fourteen weeds that were listed 
in the Perisher Range Resorts 
Environmental Management System 
(PRREMS) Guidelines.

A weed control program was 
commenced last year with the 
removal of herbaceous weeds and 
the seed heads from the perennial 
grasses growing around the lodge. 
Earlier this year an area close to 
the lodge that was dominated by 
Timothy Grass and Cocksfoot was 
sprayed by NPWS as the first stage 
of a native plant regeneration plan. 
In March a weekend working bee 
with a team of six club members 
saw the planting of 100 seedlings.

The plants selected were all sub-
alpine species and well suited for 
the conditions around the lodge. 
Three slow growing heath shrubs 
that will have a much lower fire risk 
and require little to no maintenance 

when compared to the perennial 
weed grasses previously at the site 
were chosen. These were Sticky 
Cassinia (Cassinia monticola), Dusty 
Daisy-bush (Olearia phlogopappa) 
and Alpine Grevillia (Grevillia 
australis). A number of Snow 
Gums (Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp. 
niphophila) saplings were also 
planted around the area.

Guards were placed around each 
planting and rice-straw used for 
mulch. Decent autumn rains have 
ensured that the plants are well 
watered and should do well through 
the winter season.

There is a plan to spread native grass 
seeds and plant other herbaceous 
species next spring. The Club’s 
ongoing plan is to remove weeds in 
the lodge precinct, reduce fire risk, 
improve drainage and limit erosion. 
This will result in a greater return 
to natural vegetation which will 
lead to a greater biodiversity and 
subsequently reduce the ‘ecological 
footprint’ of the lodge in the Park.

Caltex has advised the wider community that 
they will no longer produce heating oil for the 
Australian market, due to low demand making it 
uneconomical to produce.

It appears that Shell is the only supplier that will 
be processing heating oil at its Geelong plant and, 
as a consequence, the base-cost of heating oil 
will go up as well as become more expensive to 
transport to the NSW Resorts.

In the Perisher Resorts the NPWS is currently 
negotiating with Elgas to roll out gas infrastructure 
to give lodges more choice as to their heating 
options. For those lodges not currently on a gas 
reticulation system the option is to use portable 
gas bottles.

thirroul ski club  
working bee at maranatha lodge,  
perisher valley;  a commitment to  
good environmental management  
and the PRREMS

reduced supplies  
of heating oil

By Tom Hazell – Thirroul Ski Club member

Above: Some of the Thirroul Ski Club 
members at Maranatha Lodge (photo by 
Tom Hazell).

Above: Landscaping for the future – 
Maranatha Lodge (photo by Tom Hazell).

Resort Round-up is a newsletter for the resorts 
community in Kosciuszko National Park. It contains 
a range of general interest articles, operational 
updates and key contacts for issues and projects 
across the resorts. A summer and winter edition 
is prepared each year and is available on the 
DECCW website, as an emailed PDF version or as 
a mailed hardcopy. Please email resortroundup@
environment.nsw.gov.au if you wish to be included 
on the email and/or mail distribution list. If you 
wish to contribute articles please contact Dave 
Woods (contact details on back page).

For current and back issues of Resort Round-
up, logon to: www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
whatsnewarchive/subscribe.htm
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Who Cares about the 
Environment in 2009?
‘Who Cares about the Environment?’ is a 
social research investigation that measures 
the environmental knowledge, attitudes and 
behaviour of the people of NSW through 
surveys and focus groups. Conducted by 
the NSW Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Water, this research 
has been tracking changes and trends in 
environmental views, priorities and actions 
every three years since 1994.

The latest ‘Who Cares about the 
Environment?’ report shows that the 
environment remains a priority for people in 
NSW with environment consistently ranking 
in the top five issues for state government 
attention.

According to some of the findings 
pertaining to environmental issues in NSW:

• The environment remains in the top  
 five issues for NSW Government attention,  
 both now and in the future. It currently  
 sits behind health, education, public  
 transport and railways, and roads and  
 traffic;

• 78% of people said they were concerned  
 to some extent about environmental  
 problems, a decline from 87% in 2006;

• More people considered environmental  
 issues as a key future priority (22%) for  
 the NSW Government rather than a  
 current priority (11%);

• Water-related issues and climate  
 change were the most prominent current  
 environmental issues, but those  
 nominating water issues decreased from  
 57% in 2006 to 42% and climate change  
 increased from 13% to 23%;

• In 2009 for the first time, initiatives related 
 to energy and greenhouse were the most  
 often mentioned environmental initiatives  

 for the NSW Government to be  
 undertaking (14%);

• More people were optimistic about  
 changes in the environment over the  
 past three years;

• Knowledge about the greenhouse effect  
 has increased markedly since 1994, from  
 24% to 51% in 2009;

• Over three-quarters believed climate  
 change is happening (78%) and almost  
 as many (69%) believed the NSW  
 Government should take urgent action 
 on this issue;

• There are significant differences  
 between men and women on a range  
 of environmental questions; and

• Many people frequently take action  
 that benefits the environment - 64%  
 said they often do at least five out of 10  
 environmental behaviours in the survey,  
 but this is less than the 71% in 2006.

‘Who Cares’ about  
National Parks?
Information from the report also looked 
specifically at attitudes and knowledge 
pertaining to national parks in NSW. For 
instance:

• Two thirds of people surveyed in 2008  
 had visited a national park in the last  
 year (67%, up from 59% in 2006);

• Specifically visitation in 2009 was:

• 13% of people visiting in the past week;

• 53% of people visiting in the past year;

• 19% of people visiting in the past few  
 years;

• 11% of people having visited ‘a long  
 time ago’; and

• 3% of people claimed that they had  
 never visited a national park.

Almost all respondents (98%) agreed that it 
is important to have national parks. Seventy-

nine percent agreed that national parks in 
NSW are well maintained.

The triennial “Who Cares?” survey has now 
been running since 1994. Find out the latest 
environmental knowledge, views, attitudes 
and behaviours of the people of NSW and 
how this has changed since the last survey.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
community/whocares.htm

who cares about
the environment



back to perisher...

Following on from the inaugural Back to 
Perisher Week in 2009, a second program 
was organised by SLOPES and NPWS 
for Easter 2010, titled Back to Perisher 
Weekend. This event included the 6.1km 
Perisher Fun Run between Perisher Gap 
and Charlotte Pass Village, attracting 
75 entrants with approximately one-
third walking the distance. Some of the 
participants were quite surprised that 
their athletic prowess was challenged by 
the rarefied air; most people coming from 
coastal towns and cities. Nevertheless, 
everyone managed to complete the course 
and there was great camaraderie at the 
finish line.

Above: Seventy-five runners and walkers at the 
start of the 2nd Perisher Fun Run (photo by Dave 
Woods). 

Later that afternoon ‘The Great Perisher 
Duck Race’ was held along a small section 
of Perisher Creek. Fifty numbered ducks 
were simultaneously released from 
the northern footbridge leading to the 
Perisher Centre. The winning duck was 
to be the first one to the bridge adjacent 
to the pumping station or the furthest 
duck after 20 minutes. Over 100 people 
gathered to barrack for their pre-purchased 
duck (proceeds donated to the Perisher 
Volunteer Ski Patrol). After a progressive 
start along a straight flowing section of 
creek, the ducks regressed on a large bend 
before the bridge, moving in a circular 
motion with a slight easterly headwind; no 
duck made it to the bridge with the winner 
being declared after the allotted time. 

Above: Off and racing! Fifty coloured ducks 
making their way down Perisher Creek (photo by 
Angela Sandford).

 

Above: Over 100 people witnessed the inaugural 
‘Great Perisher Duck Race’. Unfortunately the 
ducks did not progress past this section of water, 
succumbing to reduced flow rates and a head-
wind. On a positive note there was a lot of interest 
and laughter with proceeds going towards the 
Perisher Volunteer Ski Patrol (photo by Dave 
Woods). 

Guests all headed back for a social 
gathering at The Man from Snowy River 
Hotel and for a presentation to the winners 
of the Fun Run. Some children were also 
entertained by a demonstration of some of 
the NSW Fire Brigade appliances stationed 
in Perisher Valley.

In addition to the activities associated with 
the NPWS Easter Discovery Program, NPWS 
also led guided walks for SLOPES members 
to the Sawpit Creek Waterfall, Porcupine 
Rocks and Blue Lake. Guthega Hotel and 
Charlotte Pass Village were also open for 

meals and beverages.

The aim of the Back to Perisher Weekend is 
to increase patronage of club members to 
the Perisher Range Resorts outside of the 
snowseason. SLOPES and NPWS believe 
this was achieved with increased numbers 
participating in the activities and more 
lodges appearing occupied over the Easter 
period compared to previous years. Just as 
encouragingly, people were already talking 
of returning next year and in company 
of additional family and friends. So plan 
now to spend next Easter in the beautiful 
Perisher area!

Special thanks goes to Ann and Brian 
Smith of The Man from Snowy River Hotel 
for opening the bar, Aurora Ski Club for 
facilitating the registration and recording 
the times of the Fun Run, to the Perisher 
Volunteer Ski Patrol for providing medical 
supervision and to NPWS staff who 
provided road escort.

Above: Annie and Jack Sandford along the 
Waterfall Track near Sawpit Creek (photo by 
Angela Sandford).

Below: A short rest and some interpretation along 
the Porcupine Track (photo by Angela Sandford).
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update of resorts monitoring
and research projects
Downhill Mountain Bike Monitoring Project

The sport of mountain bike riding has undergone a rapid 
increase in popularity within KNP over the past decade. The 
increase in the use of natural areas for recreation, including 
mountain bike riding, can lead to changes in environmental 
conditions. The risk of environmental impacts from downhill 
mountain biking is increased due to the use of steep slopes.

Downhill mountain bike riding in KNP is only permitted in 
resort areas. Thredbo Resort currently has the only purpose-
built trail. The trail, pending weather and track conditions, 
is opened between December and May. The trail (3.5km in 
length) traverses from the top of the Kosciuszko Express 
Quad Chair to the Valley Terminal and was first established 
in 1994. The trail passes through a range of vegetation 
communities as it descends into the Thredbo Valley.

Due to the steep slope and the sensitive vegetation 
communities which adjoin the trail, a NPWS biannual 
environmental monitoring program commenced in 
May 2009 following the season closure. Monitoring is 
undertaken at the close (May) and commencement 
(December) of each season and involves the collection 
of information on the trail status including soil erosion, 
native vegetation disturbance and weed establishment. 
This information is collected using a hand held geographic 
positioning system, then prioritised and presented on 
a map which can be used by Kosciuszko Thredbo P/L to 
implement track improvements.

Environmental Trust Funding Helps to Restore 
Broad-toothed Rat Habitat along Perisher 
Creek

In February the NPWS received $98,000 funding to target 
the rehabilitation of the Rock/Perisher Creek Wetland 
system in the Perisher Valley.

The wetlands are part of an alpine bog vegetation 
complex recognised as nationally significant and listed as a 
threatened ecological community in both federal and state 
legislation. The wetland system and its surrounding riparian 

vegetation associations provide habitat for threatened flora, 
including many endemic species and threatened fauna 
species, including populations of the Broad-toothed Rat.

The wetland and riparian zones in this area have undergone 
change from past landuse, however, these communities still 
function in a predominantly natural state. The grant will be 
used to undertake environmental weed control for isolated 
outbreaks throughout the riparian zones, stream bank 
stabilisation, and the promotion of natural regeneration 
and revegetation in disturbed areas to provide habitat 
and connectivity for Broad-toothed Rat populations. The 
program will be undertaken over the next three years.

New Control Techniques to Reduce the Impact 
of Feral Animals in the Perisher Range

During the 2009 snowseason four feral cats were succesully 
cage trapped in the Perisher Resorts. As well as the cats, a 
range of non-target native animals were also trapped and 
released including a possum, broad-toothed rat, southern 
bush rat and one particular trap-happy raven who was 
caught on several occassions. To try and improve our cat 
control program a new type of cat trap is being trialled. The 
cat trap is an enclosed trap which is buried or covered with 
soil with a small opening. The trap is designed to replicate 
the type of closed environments cats will harbour in to 
escape the cold.

Soft jaw trapping has also commenced in the non-snow 
periods, targeting cats and foxes in and adjacent to 
threatened species habitat.

By Mel Schroder – NPWS Monitoring and Research Officer

Left: New cat trap being  
trialled in Perisher Valley  
(photo by Mel Schroder).
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continued from page 12...

The high rainfall over summer and early autumn led to an 
abundance of grass and a subsequent explosion in rabbit 
numbers this year. Whilst Pindone baiting will continue 
to be used as one option, ground shooting has also been 
undertaken. Appropriate notification pertaining to any 
shooting control measures is broadcast amongst lessees 
and other stakeholders.

Perisher Range Weed Management Program

Weed control treatment undertaken by DECCW staff in 
2009/10 has been mapped onto the NPWS geographic 
information system. Weed control primarily relied on 
the application of broadleaf herbicides. A total of 220.5 
person hours treated 113.4 hectares of broad-leaf 
species, including Yarrow, Viper’s Bugloss, Woolly Mullein 
and Wintercress. Programs continue to also target new 
incursions of weeds at higher altitudes such as Goat’s 
Beard and St. John’s Wort.

 

Save Power  
and Black Balloon 
Campaign
Recognising the population increase and consequently 
the use of more electricity, the NSW Department of 
Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW) 
has designed a campaign that shows households, 
businesses, public facilities and government agencies 
ways of reducing electricity. Using electricity more 
wisely also means lower bills and lowering the state’s 
carbon pollution, given that electricity accounts for 
more than one-third of the carbon pollution in NSW. The 
Save Power campaign is a NSW Government initiative 
set up in response to the community’s request for 
more information about being energy efficient; using 
power more wisely doesn’t mean less comfort or more 
inconvenience.

Part of the Save Power campaign also includes the Black 
Balloon approach to help visualise carbon pollution 
for the everyday person. One black balloon equals 50g 
of carbon. It is easier for most people to visualise and 
compare 160,000 black balloons which is the average 
amount of carbon being released into the atmosphere 
each year from our electricity use in the home. For those 
not requiring any interpretative assistance, that’s eight 
tonnes!

Part of the Save Power campaign and website provides 
tools and tips to help you measure how many black 
balloons your home and workplace produces and shows 
you how to start making changes that will have an 
impact straight away - both on our environment and 
your power bills.

For more information about the Save Power campaign 
and Black Balloon component,  
visit www.savepower.nsw.gov.au 

Black balloon  
saving  
You don’t need to live in an igloo to  
cut carbon pollution. Turning the  
thermostat or temperature down by just a few  
degrees can save 11,000 black balloons each year.

SAVEPOWER

With a slight tweak of last year’s scripts, the NPWS will again 

use the regional radio channels of 2XL and Snow FM to 

broadcast messages about Keep Winter Cool, being Waterwise, 

awareness of roadside wildlife and backcountry safety. To help 

communicate these important messages, the NPWS gathered a 

few of the local kids with their dulcet tones and enthusiasm to 

be heard for most of the 2010 snow season.  

I think you will also agree with me that these kids also have a 

good face for radio.

good faces for radio 

Above left to right: Voices of the Snowy Mountains - Thomas Hansen, 

Mathew Hansen, Lara McLennan, Nicholas McLennan, Sasha Lees,  

Coby Slater and the big kid Dave Woods (photo by Stephanie Lees).
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The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act) 
contains a list of all threatened species, populations and 
endangered ecological communities in NSW that have 
been nominated for consideration, assessed by a *Scientific 
Committee and subsequently listed for priority protection 
measures. It does not cover fish or marine plants. Also listed 
against the TSC Act are those key threatening processes 
that have been identified to cause major harm or possible 
impact upon the survival or evolutionary development 
of species, populations or ecological communities (eg. 
feral animals, collection of bushrock and inappropriate 
fire regimes). Whilst the Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Water (DECCW) is the primary 
agency responsible for managing threatened species and 
enacting species management and abatement plans, 
planning authorities are also responsible for seeing that 
proposed developments and activities do not affect 
threatened species, populations or endangered ecological 
communities.

In the NSW ski resorts, the NSW Department of Planning 
(DOP) is the primary consent authority for most 
development activities which it administers under Parts 
3 and 4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 (EPA Act). Both DECCW and DOP pay particular 
attention to proposed activities that may affect any species, 
populations, endangered ecological communities or key 
threatening processes inside Kosciuszko National Park. 
Whilst most proponents tend to engage environmental 
consultants to undertake environmental assessments on 
their behalf, it is worth taking note of the different types of 
species and endangered ecological communities that are 
present in the area and against which many proposals may 
pose an adverse impact.

This article lists a number of flora and fauna that are 
relevant to resorts and which proponents should 
consider in their assessments. Some of the species may 
be more relevant to one resort than others. Nevertheless, 
responsibility rests with the proponent to identify the 
relevant biota. It is also worth mentioning that there 
are a suite of flora and fauna of national environmental 
significance as well as other matters protected by the 
Commonwealth’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Some species are listed 

under both the EPBC Act and TSC Act. Again, it is up to 
proponents to review relevant lists of Protected Matters. In 
the next edition of Resort Round-up a review of Protected 
Matters will list some of those elements relevant to resorts.

Interestingly some of these species were considered 
common less than 20 years ago.

Birds
• Flame Robin (Petroica phoenicea) – Vulnerable
• Scarlet Robin (Petroica boodang) – Vulnerable
• Gang-gang Cockatoo (Callocephalon fimbriatum) –  
 Vulnerable
• Pink Robin (Petroica rodinogaster) - Vulnerable
• Oliver Whistler (Pachycephala olivacea) - Vulnerable

Frogs
• Southern Corroboree Frog (Pseudophryne corroboree) –  
 Critically Endangered
• Spotted Tree Frog (Litoria speceri) – Critically Endangered
• Alpine Tree Frog (Litoria verreauxii alpina) – Endangered

Mammals
• Mountain Pygmy-possum (Burramys parvus) –  
 Endangered
• Eastern Pygmy-possum (Cercatetus nanus) - Vulnerable
• Spotted-tailed Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) – Vulnerable
• Broad-toothed Rat (Mastacomys fuscus) - Vulnerable
• Eastern False Pipistrelle (Falsistrelus tamaniensis) –  
 Vulnerable
• Eastern Bent-wing Bat (Miniopterus schreibersii  
 oceanensis) – Vulnerable
• Large-footed Myotis (Myotis macropus) – Vulnerable
• Greater Broad-nosed Bat (Scoteanax rueppellii) -  
 Vulnerable

threatened species around the resort

 ResortRoundUP - issue 31

Left: Gang-gang Cockatoo 
(Callocephalon fimbriatum) 
(photo by Zarni Bear).
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Plants 
• Feldmark Grass (Rytidosperma pumilum) - Vulnerable 
• Vickery’s Grass (Rytidosperma vickeryae) – Endangered 
• Shining Cudweed (Argyrotegium nitidulum) – Vulnerable 
• Raleigh Sedge (Carex raleighii)– Endangered 
• Archer’s Sedge (Carex archeri) – Endangered 
• Anemone Buttercup (Ranunculus anemoneus) - 
 Vulnerable

 

Communities 
• Montane peatlands and swamps of the New England  
 Tableland, NSW North Coast, Sydney Basin, South East  
 Corner, South Eastern Highlands and Australian Alps  
 bioregions – Endangered Ecological Community

Key Threatening Processes 
• Invasion and establishment of Scotch Broom 
• Loss of hollow-bearing trees 
• Removal of dead wood and dead trees 
• Invasion of native plant communities by exotic  
 perennial grasses 
• Infection of frogs by amphibian chytrid causing  
 the disease chytridiomycosis 
• Infection of native plants by Phytophthora cinnamomi 
• Clearing of native vegetation 
• Predation by feral cats 
• Bushrock removal 
• Predation by the European red fox 
• Establishment of escaped exotic garden plants.

For further information about the TSC Act and more 
information on listed species and communities, please visit: 
www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au

*The Scientific Committee is an independent committee of 
scientists appointed by the Minister for Environment and 
Climate Change.

Above: Shining Cudweed (Argyrotegium nitidulum)  
(photo by Dave Woods).

Accommodation Compliance
NPWS staff will be in the resorts again over winter visiting all 

lessees and inspecting accommodation registers and premises to 

ensure compliance with lease operating conditions.

Check for Leaks
There have been a number of recent cases of lodges experiencing 

water breaks or significant internal ‘leaks’ outside of the winter 

months. Unfortunately these incidents resulted in damage to the 

lodges, loss of water and a big water bill.

A reminder to all lessees to ensure you have a plan in place for 

when the building is unoccupied for lengthy periods. There 

are some strategies to consider which can reduce the risk of 

water breaks e.g. turning off the water supply, draining pipes or 

installing a remote monitoring system of live water consumption 

which can be checked on-line. However always ensure that water 

supply to the fire hose reels is not compromised.

property services unit



Grass cutting and trimming around lodges 

is often left to ‘lodge working bee parties’; 

this may happen once or twice a season (if 

at all). Some clubs engage local contractors 

to undertake the work. The end result 

of keeping the grass down around the 

building is a tidy landscape reflecting a 

cared-for precinct, as well as improving 

property protection during the bushfire 

season. Notwithstanding fire management 

principles, the landscape can be further 

enhanced by selectively planting native 

trees and shrubs.

However, due to the infrequent visits 

over the non-winter months, some clubs 

are unable to maintain a frequent grass-

cutting regime, whilst other lodges (and 

some commercial premises) find it only 

financially prudent to have this done once 

or twice a year. Engaging contractors, 

particularly for the Perisher Resorts, often 

incurs extra chargers for travel, being 

no less than a 70 km return trip from 

Jindabyne.

So why not pool your resources? With a 

modicum of effort, lodges can collectively 

engage a contractor to reduce the cost 

of travel, and subsequently negotiate 

a cheaper deal. Some contractors have 

baulked at undertaking a few small jobs 

in the Perisher Resorts because it is not 

economically viable for them to leave 

a busy Jindabyne summer workload. 

Inturn, lessees find some contractors too 

expensive to maintain a frequent service. 

One simple response is to make a business 

deal attractive and viable for a contractor. 

In return, your club or commercial lodge 

will maintain a neat and tidy appearance 

as well as afford some extra fire protection 

during the summer period.

 

Above: An improved landscape look is achieved 

when club and commercial premises have the grass 

cut around their buildings as demonstrated by the 

upkeep of Snow Bunny at Smiggin Holes (photo by 

Dave Woods).

taking care
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Collaborative Landscape Maintenance

Under the auspices of SERRROC (South East Resource Recovery 

Regional Organisation of Councils), the shire councils of 

Queanbeyan, Cooma-Monaro and Snowy River, along with the 

NPWS, have embarked on a collaborative campaign to address 

the amount of packaging in the Snowy Mountains.  

The first phase of this program is to target the amount of 

plastic bags entering landfill, parks and waterways. It is 

preferable for people to say ‘No’ to plastic bags when shopping, 

as it is for retailers not to offer them. However, if a plastic bag 

is desired, then consider reducing the number taken, reusing 

them and ultimately recycling.

Of course those who are better prepared when shopping 

will take green recycled bags or other carrying receptacles, 

but there will be circumstances when plastic bags may be 

considered, particularly if you have forgotten to bring your 

own bags or if you are on holidays – but the essence of the 

campaign is to empower people to make a conscientious 

choice to refuse, reduce, reuse and recycle.

In an attempt to get the message across to residents, retailers 

and visitors in the Snowy Mountains this winter, advertising 

will include radio broadcasts and newspaper advertorials.
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Left: Say ‘No’ to plastic bags! But 
if you don’t, you have 
 the choice to reduce, reuse  
and recycle. Consider taking 
your own bags the next time 
you go shopping (photo by 
Helen Smith).
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alpine responsibility code

Alpine Responsibility Code
 
The Alpine Responsibility Code has been around for many years. It communicates a 
consistent protocol across all of the Australian resorts about riding lifts, safe skiing  
and boarding, and good manners amongst staff and guests alike – ‘respect gets 
respect’.

Some resorts put the code on the back of the lift ticket, but you can also  
find the code displayed beside lift entrances and exits, on stanchions,  
mounted on walls and in public ablution areas. Whilst I know that all  
of the resort community (and particularly readers of this newsletter)  
are responsible skiers and boarders, it doesn’t take long to familiarise  
with the ‘code’ and subsequently advocate it amongst your family,  
friends and fellow snowsports colleagues.

If you would like a copy of the ‘code’ you can download a pdf version form the 
Snowsafe website at: www.snowsafe.org.au or contact the NPWS Environmental 
Liaison Officer (details on back page) who has plenty of A5 size transfers that are 
ready for the back of your lodge toilet door, or the ski room or your club’s noticeboard. 
Snowsafe Information Packs are also available – you can order these from the same 
website.
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In an attempt to improve recycling operations in 

the Perisher Resorts, new woven polypropylene 

recycling bags have been printed for the 2010 

snowseason. The printing on the bags reflects 

the logo and colour of the existing recycling bins; 

yellow for bottles and cans, and blue for paper and 

cardboard. The aim of the new bags is to get the 

right recyclables into the correct bags in the lodge 

or commercial kitchen, and subsequently having 

the right bags emptied into the correct bins located 

around the Perisher Resorts. To further assist with 

internal lodge waste management operations, 

the NPWS has A5 and A4 size transfers that can be 

placed on receptacles. These vinyl coated transfers 

are available for “bottles and cans”, “paper and 

cardboard”, and “garbage”.

Lessees in the Perisher Resorts have two options 

in getting their waste and recyclables to the bins; 

transport the materials themselves or contract 

Hans Oversnow for a pick-up service. For those 

wishing to take materials themselves, the new bags 

are available in small and large size for bottles and 

cans (yellow) and small and large size for paper 

and cardboard (blue). The bags are free and can be 

collected from the NPWS Perisher Office…and don’t 

forget to ask for some vinyl transfers for you lodge 

receptacles! Alternatively, lessees have the option 

of using Hans Oversnow for a lodge pick-up service 

that operates on Monday and Thursday throughout 

the snow season. Hans Oversnow has also adopted 

the new styled recycling bags although at this 

stage only the smaller bags are being provided for 

bottles and cans and the larger bags for paper and 

cardboard. Bags used in the contracted pick-up 

service will be identified by the print ‘Hans Oversnow 

Collection Service’.

For further inquiries about the new bags system, 

please contact Steve Hansen – MSU Supervisor 

Operations and Maintenance on 64574413. For 

those wanting to engage Hans Oversnow for a 

pick-up service, please contact Ralph Zollinger on 

64575334 or mobile 0418485144.

Left: Samples of the new recycling bags with some extra 
information to identify those bags used by Hans Oversnow 
collection service.

new recycling bags for the perisher resorts



food safety

Workers around the Perisher Resorts can 

receive a Perisher Season Pass at industry rates 

by successfully participating in the Perisher 

Ambassador Program. Implemented last 

season, the program aims to equip workers 

with local and customer service information as 

well basic knowledge about the environment in 

which they work. Loaded with this information 

and with the right attitude, workers will help 

promote a positive image to guests. 

To become a Perisher Ambassador each 

employee is required to read the Ambassador 

Handbook and answer a number of multiple 

choice questions.

To access the on-line handbook contact the 

Perisher Chamber of Commerce Secretary 

(secretary@perisherresortschamber.com.au)  

to register a username and password.  

Then you can login at:  

www.ebook.perisherjobs.com.au/ 

ambassador-program/Login/default.aspx

benefits of the perisher ambassador program
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Food Safety Supervisor 
Certificate required in 2011
On 11 November 2009 the Food Act 2003 
was amended to introduce mandatory 
food handler training requirements for 
most food businesses. At least one staff 
member must be trained in food handling 
and supervise others in food handling 
for that business from 2011. This newly 
created position is called a Food Safety 
Supervisor (FSS).

People trained between 1 January 2007 
and 11 November 2009 will be accredited 
and eligible for an FSS Certificate without 
having to do the training again. 

Who does it apply to?
A Food Safety Supervisor is required for 
hotels, restaurants, cafes, take-aways 
and ski lodges where meals are supplied. 
That is, businesses that process and sell 
food that is ready-to–eat and potentially 
hazardous, i.e. requires temperature 
control. Food businesses where food is 
sold and served in the supplier’s original 
package are exempt. 

Proposed Implementation
It is anticipated that accredited training 
will commence in June 2010. Businesses 
will then have until the second half of 2011 

to comply with the new requirements. 
After receiving the accredited training, 
the business must apply to the NSW Food 
Authority for the FSS certificate. The FSS 
certification will be valid for 5 years. 

Does the Food Safety Supervisor 
have to be at the business all  
the time?
No, although it is best practice that the FSS 
be on the premises at all times when food 
handling is being undertaken. If the FSS is 
away (e.g. not on shift, on leave, sick), the 
business should still maintain food safety. 
The FSS can facilitate this through the 
following: 
-  share food safety knowledge with  
 other staff. 
-  display signage and posters with key  
 food safety messages. 
-  develop food handling instructions  
 that staff can follow.

This is a significant change for the food 
industry. Not having a trained food safety 
supervisor will constitute an offence under 
the Food Act 2003 after the 12 month lead 
in period expires. 

Some important points to note concerning 
Food Safety Supervisors are:  
1. Online notification will be managed  
 by the Authority through the FSS  

 notification system. 

2. A business must appoint at least one  

 Food Safety Supervisor per premises  

 (or per business for mobile caterers). 

3. A business must notify the relevant  

 enforcement agency of a change of  

 details of their Food Safety Supervisor  

 within seven days of becoming aware  

 of the change in the information provide. 

4. A copy of the Food Safety Supervisor 

 certificate must be kept on the premises  

 and produced for inspection on request  

 by an authorised officer. 

5. The business owner must notify the  

 relevant enforcement agency (or  

 online with the NSW Food Authority)  

 with the details of their FSS within  

 seven days of the FSS being appointed. 

6. If an FSS ceases to be appointed, the  

 business must appoint a new FSS  

 within 30 days.

For further information contact the NSW 

Food Authority Helpline on 1300 552 406 

Email: contact@foodauthority.nsw.gov.au,  

Web: www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au   

or for a fact sheet: 

www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/industry/

news-publications-and-help/factsheets-

and-brochures/ 

new law... “food safety supervisor”
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Following on from the Alpine 
Responsibility Code is this wonderfully 
worded “Ski Etiquette” that was copied 
from a display at the Thredbo Historical 
Museum. Its origins are unknown but 
reference to the hotel and the period 
language suggests it may have been 
associated with the Hotel Kosciusko 
(now Sponar’s Chalet) at Digger’s Creek 
and/or The Chalet at Charlotte Pass; 
the origins of each resort commencing 
in 1909 and 1930 respectively (or 
perhaps even the early days around 
Thredbo). Whether or not the following 
prose is associated with early skiing in 
the Snowy Mountains, the essence of 
the information is the same as for the 
modern Alpine Responsibility Code.

 

Make sure you take your own skis, poles, 
etc., before you leave the hotel, train or 
automobile for the ski slopes.

Be courteous and considerate with your 
fellow skiers, especially if they happen to be 
beginners.

Try to avoid screaming “Track” and always 
figure ahead and adjust your speed 
accordingly. It is the slower skier who has the 
right of way, since he can hardly see what is 
coming behind him.

Novices, on the other hand, should always 
figure there is someone perhaps coming 
behind them and leave enough passage way 
to be overtaken.

When in doubt where to let an onrushing 
skier pass by – slow and remain still. It will 
save confusion many times.

When climbing behind other skiers, avoid 
stepping on their skis, because it is very 
irritating.

DON’T TOUR ALONE and if possible never ski 
alone on isolated trails or runs. A very slight 
injury might be of great inconvenience and 
consequence if you are alone and helpless.

Always help in difficulties and never desert 
a companion who is unable to keep up, 
especially when he is tired.

Wherever you leave a track in unbroken 
snow in the high mountains, others may 
follow; therefore, choose safe slopes. Always 
consider the possibility of avalanches, 
particularly after heavy fresh snowfalls.

When you fall, don’t swear. Smile, comrade, 
fill the hole before you  
continue – and whistle while you work. 
Skiers still have the reputation for superb 
sportsmanship. Let’s keep it that way.

One of the legacies of the 2003 wildfires 

in Kosciuszko National Park was the 

loss of 16 huts and partial damage 

to three others. Huts were also lost 

in Namadgi National Park (ACT) and 

Alpine National Park (Victoria). Up until 

the *Burra Charter was revised a few 

years ago, the NPWS refrained, with few 

exceptions, from rebuilding huts that 

had been lost in bushfires, to arson, or 

those that that were dilapidated and 

weathered beyond repair. The essence 

of this management position was 

based on the interpretation that if the 

fabric of a building was lost, so was the 

significance.

With the dramatic loss of so many huts 

at one time due to the 2003 wildfires 

and the timely revision of the Burra 

Charter, the NPWS was in a position to 

review its policy on huts. One of the 

principles adopted in the revised Burra 

Charter was the sense of place and 

human connection, even if the physical 

fabric of an original building had been 

completely lost. This newly adopted 

philosophy subsequently manifested 

into policy and plans, and ultimately 

the rebuilding and reconstruction of 10 

huts in the past three years.

Intrinsic to the success of these rebuilt 

huts was the partnership between 

NPWS and the Kosciuszko Huts 

Association – the organisation that 

has championed hut conservation 

and management since 1971. 

Congratulations to NPWS staff, KHA 

members and other volunteers who 

helped plan and rebuild the huts and 

re-establish an iconic heritage link; a 

heritage that is strongly epitomised by 

the huts in Kosciuszko National Park.

Top left: NPWS Field Officer – Peter Scobie dressing a log for Pretty Plain Hut with a broad-axe 
(photo by Megan Bowden).  Centre left: The official opening of Pretty Plain Hut in mid-March 
(photo by Craig Smith).  Bottom left: Dr Forbes Hut in the Geehi Valley; the last of the 10 huts to be 
rebuilt in three years (photo by Craig Smith).

*The Burra Charter defines the basic principles and procedures to be followed in the conservation 
of Australian heritage places.

ten huts in three years

ski etiquette



 

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service

Visitor and Business Services Section  
Key Staff Contacts:

Manager, Resorts Section 
Andrew Harrigan – Ph. 6450 5504 
email: andrew.harrigan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Tourism & Visitor Services Unit 
Steve Redden – ph. 6450 5522 
email: steve.redden@environment.nsw.gov.au

Visitor Services Manager – Jindabyne 
Penny McLennan – ph: 6450 5596 
email: penny.mclennan@environment.nsw.gov.au 

Manager, Environmental Services Unit 
Brendan Diacono – Ph. 6450 5607 
email: brendan.diacono@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Liaison Officer 
Dave Woods – Ph. 6450 5616 
email: dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Officer (EMS) 
Virginia Logan – Ph. 6450 5612 
email: virginia.logan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Officer 
(Assessments Coordinator) 
Shane Trengove – Ph. 6450 5543 
email: shane.trengove@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Officer 
(Research and Monitoring) 
Mel Schroder – Ph. 6450 5611 
email: mel.schroder@environment.nsw.gov.au

Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Mark Nolan – Ph. 6450 5613 
email: mark.nolan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Commercial Properties Unit 
Karen Field – Ph. 6450 5502 
email: karen.field@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Municipal Services Unit 
Andrew Logan – Ph. 6457 4410 
email: andrew.logan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Senior Engineer, Municipal Services Unit 
Ryan Petrov – Ph. 6457 4411 
email: ryan.petrov@environment.nsw.gov.au

MSU Supervisor Operations and Maintenance 
Steve Hansen – ph. 6457 4413 
email: steve.hansen@environment.nsw.gov.au

NPWS Jindabyne Office
Ph. 6450 5555
Fax 6450 5530

NPWS Perisher Office
Ph. 6457 4444
Fax 6457 4455

The NPWS is part of the NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change and Water

Non-credited articles by Dave Woods.

staff contacts


