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Stakeholder list

Local groups , agencies , organisations or individuals identified , during the
writing of this plan,  who have a direct interest in the Brindabella and Wee
Jasper wild dog/fox program:

Brindabella and Wee Jasper valley landholders

Rural Lands Protection Board
Yass
Gundagai
Cooma

NSW State Forests
Tumut
Tumbarumba

NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service
Queanbeyan
Tumut
Jindabyne
Head Office Pest Management Unit

Department of Agriculture
Orange

NSW Farmers

ACT Parks and Conservation

Kosciuszko Wild Dog Advisory Committee

NPWS South West Slopes Region Advisory Committee

South East NSW & ACT Wild Dog Research Project

University of NSW Department of Genetics

General Purpose Standing Committee No. 5 (feral animal inquiry)
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NPWS approach to the management of wild dogs

The control of wild dogs and dingoes is more difficult than the control of other feral
animals because of the need to conserve dingoes in core areas of Crown lands.
Although the dingo is unprotected under Schedule 11 of the National Parks and

Wildlife Act 1974, it is a native animal and there is an expectation that it be conserved
in NSW (Dickman and Lunney 2001).  The Scientific Committee (which is responsible
for listings under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995) has deferred a
decision to list dingoes as a threatened species pending further research to determine
the genetic purity and distribution of dingoes in NSW and an examination of the
impacts of current wild dog management practices employed by the NPWS and other
public land managers.

However, wild dogs, including dingoes, cause substantial losses to livestock and the
NPWS recognises the need for control programs in areas where the attacks are
caused by wild dogs moving out of lands under its control.  The Rural Lands Protection

Act 1998 which commenced on 28 September 2001, requires pest animals declared
under the Act to be controlled on Crown lands (s.156 ... to the extent necessary to
minimise the risk of the pest causing damage on any land).  Wild dogs, including
dingoes, have been declared throughout NSW and hence, the NPWS has a statutory
obligation to control wild dogs on its estate.

The NPWS therefore, has the difficult task of balancing these two objectives:
preventing attacks on livestock from wild dogs moving out of its reserves and
conserving dingoes in core areas of some national parks. An approach to balance
these objectives has been endorsed by government agencies, RLPBs and the NSW
Pest Animal Council.  This approach has been incorporated into the RLP Act 1998
through the Wild Dog Pest Control Order which was gazetted on 2 October 2001.  This
Order allows for the general destruction obligation for publicly managed lands listed in
Schedule 2 of the Order, to be satisfied through a wild dog management plan with both
control and conservation objectives that has been approved by the RLP Board for the
district.  Schedule 2 lists 254 reserves considered to contain high quality dingo habitat
on contiguous NPWS and SFNSW land, along with associated smaller areas of land
managed by the Sydney Catchment Authority and unoccupied crown land managed by
the Department of Land and Water Conservation.

The key to the management plans is to identify local problem areas and then develop
and implement appropriate management strategies in consultation with other
government agencies, RLPBs, wild dog control associations and private landholders.
In this way graziers can have a greater input into the management of wild dogs on
public lands.  This initiative aims to foster and broaden the existing collaborative
programs already underway in many areas and represents a concerted effort to
balance dingo conservation and wild dog control objectives.  It also minimises the
potential for further hybridisation of dingo populations by providing some separation
between populations of dingoes and domestic dogs.

Reference

Dickman, C.R. and Lunney, D . eds. (2001). A Symposium on the Dingo.
Transactions of the Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales. In press.
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Rural Lands Protection Act 1998

The pest animal provisions of the Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 (RLP Act)
commenced on 28 September 2001. The RLP Act sets out the conditions under which
animals, birds and insects can become "declared" pests and provides for the control of
such pest species.

Gazettal of pest species occurs through Pest Control Orders [s.143] which allow the
Minister for Agriculture to specify which species are pests, either on a statewide or
local basis, and the conditions or factors that apply to the control of each pest.
Rabbits, wild dogs and feral pigs have been declared pest animals throughout NSW.

The RLP Act binds the Crown for the control of pest animals declared under the Act
[s.142]. Public land managers such as the NPWS are required to eradicate
(continuously suppress and destroy) pest animals "…to the extent necessary to

minimise the risk of the pest causing damage to any land" using any lawful method or,
if the Order specifies a method to be used, by the method specified [s.156(1)]. The
Minister for Agriculture must consult with the Service before making a Pest Control
Order that applies to lands managed by the NPWS [s.147].

Fauna listed under Schedule 1 or 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995

cannot be declared as pests [s.143(5)]. The Minister for the Environment must be
consulted before any native fauna is declared a pest [s.144(2)].

The Pest Control Order for wild dogs, gazetted on 2 October 2001, intends that the
general destruction obligation for lands listed in Schedule 2 of the Order will be
satisfied through a wild dog management plan [s.156(4)] that addresses both control
and conservation objectives and has been approved by the RLP Board for the district.
Schedule 2 lists 254 reserves considered to contain high quality dingo habitat on lands
managed by the NPWS, State Forests of NSW, Sydney Catchment Authority and
unoccupied Crown land managed by the Department of Land and Water
Conservation.
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Brindabella & Wee Jasper Valley co-operative wild dog/fox program

      
What is the problem?

• The impact of wild dogs upon domestic stock and
native animals within the Brindabella and Wee Jasper
valleys.

• Financial & labour impact upon individual land
managers (private and public lands) as a result of wild
dog attacks and the prohibitive cost of implementing
control programs in isolation

• Lack of co-ordination on planning and implementation
of control programs across the valleys

• Impact of wild dog issue upon working relationships in
the valleys

What is the answer?

1. Establish a representative group of private and public
land managers to co-ordinate wild dog/fox
management activities in the Brindabella and Wee
Jasper valleys. (Wild dog/fox working group)

2. Formulate a wild dog/fox management plan that is
accurately costed and resourced by land managers
responsible for pest species control in the valleys.

3. Trial the implementation of the draft plan for the
2001/2002 financial year.

4. Monitor the program to ensure an effective evaluation
of the control activities can be undertaken after the 12
month trial period.

5. Regularly update the progress of the program to local
land managers in the valleys.

6. Ensure management level support is provided by each
public land manager to allow implementation of an
updated control program for the following year.

Brindabella & Wee Jasper valley
wild dog/fox working group:

• Bill Morris (trapper Yass RLPB)
• Noeline Franklin (landholder Brindabella Valley)
• Tim Cathles (landholder Wee Jasper Valley, NPWS

advisory committee)
• Kevin Baker (Ranger Yass RLPB)
• Peter Southwell (Director Yass RLPB, landholder,

NPWS advisory committee)
• Jason Vincent (Forester State Forests)
• Joe Corby (Ranger State Forests)
• Kim Turner (Administrative Officer Yass RLPB)
• David Jenkins (SE NSW & ACT Wild Dog Project)
• Rob Hunt (Ranger NPWS)

 The knowledge base provided by the formation of the
working group has allowed the following issues to be
accurately plotted on operational maps:

• historic locations of wild dog attacks
• access routes and trails used by wild dogs
• a review of the current operational area and

historic control practices in those areas
• proposed target areas for future control
• existing and potential wild dog habitat

 
A draft co-operative plan for the management of wild
dogs/foxes has been produced for the Brindabella and
Wee Jasper valleys. This plan has the support of land
managers in the valleys with funding for the
implementation of the plan supplied jointly by Yass Rural
Lands Protection Board, NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service and NSW State Forests.

Quarterly working group meetings which include the
opportunity for landholder input will evaluate the
progress of the control program during the 12 month trial
period.

Landholders and the working group will produce a
revised plan to be submitted for joint funding for the
2002/2003 financial year.
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LANDHOLDER AUTHORITY FOR BRINDABELLA AND WEE JASPER VALLEY
COOPERATIVE WILD DOG/FOX CONTROL PROGRAM TO OPERATE ON PRIVATE LANDS

I (landholder/manager)……………………………….……………………………….. of

(property name)………………………………………………………………………………………...

(postal address)………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………..Phone:………………….

acknowledge the importance my property plays in the co-operative wild dog/fox
management program for the Brindabella and Wee Jasper Valleys.

I authorise the setting up and maintenance of bait stations upon my property under the
following conditions:

1. I maintain the right to permanently withdraw from the program at any time by
providing the Yass RLPB with at least 7 days notice in writing

2. I maintain the right to temporarily suspend the baiting program on my property at any
time. I acknowledge that once baiting has commenced it is my responsibility to
provide sufficient notice to Yass RLPB of the suspension period required.

3. the location of bait station/s upon my property has been clearly identified to me
4. I have been offered the option of inspecting the location of bait station/s on my

property
5. I acknowledge the requirement not to disturb the bait stations in any way
6. access points to bait stations will be clearly marked with 1080 poison signs
7. each bait station will consist of a mound of earth with a star picket and cattle tag with

bait station number attached
8. to enable the identification of bait stations for future reference I will be made aware of

the identification number of each bait station on my property
9. I acknowledge my responsibility to restrict domestic dogs from the vicinity of the bait

stations
10. I understand the wild dog/fox program will keep me informed as to the effectiveness

of bait stations placed upon my property
11. I understand that as conditions allow 1080 wild dog/fox poison may be present within

all bait stations for 12 months of the year.
12. I understand that the wild dog/fox control program will be reviewed after 12 months of

operation.

Signed:…………………………………… Witness:……………………………

Date:……………………………………… Date:………………………………..

Enquires:
Yass Rural Lands Protection Board ph: 62261155
State Forests Tumut ph: 69473911
NSW NPWS Queanbeyan ph: 62992929
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WILD DOG AND FOX BAITING

The Yass Rural Lands Protection Board, NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service and State Forests will be conducting a cooperative 1080 Wild Dog and
Fox baiting program in the following areas:

Brindabella National Park
Kosciuszko National Park (adjoining Brindabella valley)
Bimberi Nature Reserve
Buccleuch State Forest
Private lands in the Brindabella and Wee Jasper valleys

The baiting will be undertaken using bait stations and will reduce the impact of
predators on native and domestic animals in and adjacent to bushland areas in
the Brindabella and Wee Jasper valleys.

Weather permitting baiting with approved 1080 meat baits will commence on or
about 31

st 
July 2001 and will continue for a minimum 12 month period. Areas

subject to 1080 baiting will be signposted and neighbours will be notified. All care
should be taken with dogs in the designated areas. Dogs are not permitted within
National Parks.

Enquires regarding this program should be directed to:
Yass RLPB phone 62261155
NPWS Queanbeyan phone  62992929
State Forests Tumut phone 69473911.

NEWSPAPER

PUBLIC NOTICE
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WEE JASPER & BRINDABELLA
VALLEY COOPERATIVE WILD

DOG/FOX CONTROL PROGRAM

1080
WILD DOG / FOX

POISON
LAID IN THIS AREA

DATE POISON LAID:

CONTINUOUS 12 MONTH PROGRAM FROM DATE LAID

Enquires:
Yass Rural Lands Protection Board ph: 62261155
State Forests Tumut ph: 69473911
NSW NPWS Queanbeyan ph: 62992929`
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Brindabella & Wee Jasper Valley co-operative wild dog/fox
program

 
Working group and landholders meeting well attended.

The first quarterly review meeting of the Brindabella and Wee Jasper Valley wild dog/fox working
group and valley landholders was held on Saturday 6

th
 October 2001 at the Wee Jasper Hall.

The meeting allowed the working group to review the wild dog/fox plan and discuss the
implementation of the plan with landholders.

Landholders at the meeting were very supportive of the co-operative program and commended the
working group on their efforts and the simple but effective approach taken to addressing a very
difficult and complex issue.

Results of the co-operative program for the period July to September were presented to the
landholders.

Pest animals controlled / stock losses
Brindabella & Wee Jasper Valleys July – September 2001

(Yass RLPB 2001)
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Where to from here?

The working group will now submit a 3 year wild dog/fox plan to Yass RLPB, NSW State Forests and

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service for funding approval. The provision of adequate funding

will ensure the long term future of this effective and well supported program.

Update No. 1
July - September 2001
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NEWS RELEASE

November 6, 2001

Cooperation in Brindabella/Wee Jasper dog and fox program brings success

A cooperative wild dog and fox control program being conducted across more than 2,000 square kilometres of farm
and bushland west of Canberra over the past three months has proved highly successful with participants already
looking to extend the program for a further three years.

In an effort to tackle a growing wild dog problem within the Brindabella and Wee Jasper valleys the Yass Rural
Lands Protection Board (RLPB), State Forests and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) established a
working group to develop a local wild dog/fox control strategy. This group was formed as the result of a NPWS
South West Slopes Region Advisory Committee meeting with landholders held at Wee Jasper in November 2000.

According to Yass RLPB Chairman and working group spokesman, Peter Southwell, in only three months the
strategy has already been strikingly successful.

“Our aim was to clearly identify where the problem areas were regardless of tenure. We avoided apportioning
blame and pointing fingers and determined that we would work as a team. Cooperation appears to be fundamental
to our success so far.

“In our first quarter of operation between July and September we have eliminated 50 foxes, 36 wild dogs and two
cats with five sheep lost through dog attacks in an area which averages 150 sheep kills annually,” he said.

“We have employed one fulltime dog trapper and are operating over 60 bait stations on both public and privately
managed bushland.

“Landholders in the area are already reporting a reduction in wild dog activity.

Mr Southwell said that each of the parties has contributed funding to the program.

“The Yass RLPB, NPWS and State Forests have all contributed significant funds and staff resources for this
financial year. We will all be seeking funding in order to maintain this program for a further three years. Participating
landholders have also contributed significant time and effort towards wild dog and fox management.

“This program is also part of a much larger research component. This is being managed by Dr David Jenkins of the
Australian Hydatid Control and Epidemiology Program who runs the ACT/NSW Wild Dog Management Project. Dr
Jenkins is investigating new control methods, training additional pest control officers specialising in wild dog and fox
control and researching genetics and aspects of wild dog biology.

“This program has shown already that when people work together on this issue they can achieve significant
reductions in the wild dog and fox population.

“I’m confident that together we will be able to make a considerable long term impact on the pest population under

this program,” Mr Southwell said.

Media enquiries: Stuart Cohen - (02) 6298 0311, 0418 820 504 stuart.cohen@npws.nsw.gov.au
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Brindabella & Wee Jasper Valley co-operative wild dog/fox
program

 
 Working group and landholders happy with results to date.

Current results for the period July to December 2001 are very positive with the program
continuing to demonstrate the achievements possible through a co-operative and adequately
resourced program.

The Brindabella and Wee Jasper Wild Dog Plan is now being used as the model plan by a
number of Rural Lands Protection Boards and Wild Dog management committees within
NSW. This level of interest is a credit to the commitment of all Brindabella and Wee Jasper
Valley land managers (private and public) and the working group.

Pest animals controlled / stock losses
Brindabella & Wee Jasper Valleys July – December 2001

(Source: Yass RLPB 2001)
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Where to from here?

The working group will now submit a 3 year wild dog/fox plan to Yass RLPB, NSW State Forests and NSW National

Parks and Wildlife Service for funding approval. The provision of adequate funding will ensure the long term future of

this effective and well supported program.

Update No. 2
July - December 2001
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Wild dogs baited/trapped within Brindabella & Wee Jasper valleys  July – December 2001
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The “Nil tenure”  approach to issues management

The Brindabella & Wee Jasper Valley Wild Dog Working Group has been able to
implement a “Tenure Blind” process to enable effective management actions to be
implemented across all tenures within a defined operational area.

Successful implementation of the process relies on:

1. All land tenures being adequately represented and consulted throughout the
process

2. Identification of an agreed , easily defined and manageable operational area.

3. A high level of “field knowledge” across the defined operational area

4. Access to high quality maps with overlay capabilities. The process can be
done by hand on clear overlays or produced on computer based mapping
systems.

5. Ideally the use of control activities acceptable to all land managers provides
the most simple model for implementation

6. If tenure precludes certain control activities then control options may be split
as separate mapping layers eg: a map showing where aerial baiting is
permitted is then overlaid on a map showing other control activities
acceptable to all tenures. These layers must be complimentary and address
“gaps” in the control areas.

7. Once control activities have been identified on the base “tenure blind” map
the land tenure layer can be activated to identify resource commitments for
each land manager.

8. Provision of a plan , endorsed by the relevant land managers , which outlines
the proposed control program along with the required resource commitments
can be utilised to pursue adequate resource allocations.

Benefits of the “nil Tenure” process:
• Overcomes the traditional approach to pest species management. eg: “all the

dogs/weeds are coming from your lands”.
• Clearly identifies any short fall in existing resource allocations.
• Clearly commits all land managers to an agreed course of action with

common goals across a range of land tenures.
• Approach is catchment or landscape focussed rather than land tenure alone.
• Documents the more efficient and effective utilisation of resources.
• Identifies current gaps in existing management/control programs
• Improves “on ground” working relationships with all land managers.
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The Base Map (operational area nil tenure)
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The issue (nil tenure)
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The solution (nil tenure)
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