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The World Heritage Unit would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your involvement 
and participation in the Living Country Culture Camp, Bents Basin 2011.  
 

We believe that the success of the camp is due to a number of reasons including the level of 
respect that was shown to Country and to each other as part of the opening ceremony and 
throughout the event.  
 

The spirit of sharing and cooperation shown by all cultural presenters and performers was amazing 
and this was clearly felt by Camp participants, especially the many children that attended.  
 

The closing ceremony thanked and acknowledged the following presenters, performers, providers, 
supporters and volunteers, in no particular order: 
 

We look forward to receiving your expressions of interest in being a part of the Living Country Culture 
Camp 2012 and other Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area Aboriginal Co-Management projects. 

 

 Visit www.livingcountry.com.au soon for more pictures from this Camp and details for LCCC 2012! 
 

�  The LCCC Bents Basin Steering Group  
�  Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area 

Advisory Committee and Aboriginal Reference 
Group    

�  Community Elders  
�  NSW NPWS Aboriginal Co-Management Unit 

and Aboriginal Park Partnership Funding  
�  Dwana Chalker and Steve Alton (artwork and 

logo) 
�  Nepean Community and Neighbourhood 

Services and associated schools  
�  Making Tracks Dancers  
�  Lex Dadd Workshop  
�  Muru Mittigar  
�  Walan Cultural Connections  
�  Freeman family  
�  Dance participants 

�  Renae Smith (Photographer)  
�  Koori Communications (fishing) 
�  Kallico Catering  
�  Buck and Marilyn Reed (First Aid)  
�  NSW NPWS Aboriginal Discovery (Metro 

South West Region) / Pamela Glover  
�  Wollemi Dancers  
�  Jacinta Tobin and Kerrianne Cox  
�  Rebekah Jensen  
�  LCCC Volunteers  
�  Scouts Australia  
�  NSW NPWS of OEH (Metropolitan Branch) 

and Bents Basin SCA Management and Staff  
�  NSW NPWS CRAFT Team (Marquee 

assemble & dismantle)  
�  NSW NPWS World Heritage Unit staff  
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“A note of gratitude to all the parents that take 
the time, on a continual basis, to ensure that 
their children and others are able to enjoy the 
culture and showing them there is a place in 
what is now a complex and troubled world 
where things do not have to be complex, we do 
not have to have trouble! If we look after each 
other, the earth and the environment these 
things will look after us. Thank you all for making 
my weekend something to remember and 
something to be proud of.”  Ken Smith, Senior 
Ranger, Bents Basin State Conservation Area  
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More than six months of planning by the Living 
Country Culture Camp (LCCC) Steering Group 
culminated in what was not only a memorable 
weekend, but a highly important Aboriginal 
cultural event. 
 

This was the fourth and perhaps most successful 
LCCC held since 2008 with more than 350 people 
registered for the camp and more than half of 
these being under the age of 18. Funding was 
secured from the NSW National Parks Aboriginal 
Parks Partnership Program by the Greater Blue 
Mountains World Heritage Unit.  We thank NPWS 
and the Office of Environment & Heritage for their 
ongoing support of Aboriginal Co-Management 
within the GBMWHA.  
 

The two day event began on Friday 11 November 
2011 with participants arriving from early that 
morning to set up camp. At 11am, a minutes 
silence was observed after eleven beats of the 
clap stick and the Australian flag lowered to 
signal it was time to remember those who have 
fallen in conflict.   
 

The LCCC officially got under way with a 
Smoking Ceremony, Respect dance 
performances, Welcome and Acknowledgements 
to Country and other presentations.  
 

Participants, visitors and school children got to 
know each other and begin a weekend of fun, 
adventure, cultural exchange and learning with 
great food, fantastic weather and respectful, happy 
company. Activities included camping, fishing, 
canoeing, swimming, clap stick making, art, craft, 
bush walks and other cultural activities including 
traditional dance, instruments, tools, stories and 
song. The night time dance performances were 
especially well received with audience 
participation completely filling the dance circle.  
 

The following pages speak for themselves with 
images and words provided by camp participants, 
the young and the old, and Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal alike.  
 

“The Living Country Culture Camp provides 
strong evidence of the success of Co-
management and is a reflection of the 
extraordinary effort that you and your colleagues 
have contributed.” Richard Mackay, Chair 
GBMWHA Advisory Committee 
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“Made heaps of connections with a lot of interesting people” 

“It's good to see people coming together as one mob” 

“Learn some skills and hear information I did not know”. 

“Story time, children’s activities” 

“Sharing of cultures. My children learning their culture” 

“Being together” 

“Very relaxing. Wonderful & inspiring to see the young ones 
embrace & engage in cultural activities” 

   

“Knowledge matters - Learning about my culture. Being immersed - 'Hands on' 
activities. The meaning of community was reflected throughout the weekend –sharing” 

“The connection everyone made to each other. It was so great to see people gather for a good reason” 

Campers responded to our survey 
“What did you get out of your 

experience at the Camp and what 
was most important to you?” 

 

“Being immersed & surrounded by culture. Ceremony & story telling at night. The gathering of all mobs”  
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