
USING STORMWATER TO SAVE MONEY

NPWS Resorts Division is currently working with Snowy River, Cooma-Monaro and Bombala Shire
Councils on a project aimed at improving urban stormwater management throughout the Snowy
Monaro region.

Rainwater falling in the resort areas is a potential resource which currently flows into our waterways.
This stormwater may carry pollutants into our waterways.  Water supply infrastructure is expensive and
costs can be reduced through efficient use of stormwater.

In resort areas where water supply is limited and environmental flows must be maintained, it is
important to ensure we try every means to use water as efficiently as possible.

As part of the joint project, investigations will be undertaken to determine the feasibility of reusing
rainwater from ski resort buildings within the resorts.  This information may then be used to develop
future planning within the ski resorts.

The project also involves development of an erosion and sediment control training module for all
construction works within the national park.

A free seminar will be conducted in Jindabyne during “Water Week” (20 – 26 October 2002) to explain
the principles and benefits of best practice stormwater management, providing the community with an
opportunity to discuss their application in the national park.  The seminar will be held at the
Jindabyne Bowling & Sports Club at 6.30pm on Monday 21 October, 2002.

Refreshments will be provided, and all operators and residents within the ski resorts are encouraged to
attend.

For more information on this seminar, or the project in general, contact the Project Coordinator Harvey
Lane at Snowy River Shire Council on 6450 5147 or at harvey_lane@acr.net.au.

No.13, Spring 2002



PERISHER RANGE RESORTS ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM READY TO GO!

Thanks to the cooperation of the stakeholders in the Perisher Range Resorts, we have now finalised
the Perisher Range Resorts Environmental Management System.

Background…
During 2001, National Parks & Wildlife Service developed an improved framework for environmental
management in the Perisher Range Resorts.  This framework is known as the ‘Perisher Range Resorts
Environmental Management System’.

The system has been developed in accordance with the International Standard for environmental
management (ISO 14001), and is essentially a way of organising our behaviour to ensure that our
activities have little impact on the environment.  All leaseholders and operators in the Perisher Range
Resorts will now be asked to conduct their operations in accordance with this system.

To assist club and commercial lodges fulfil the requirements of the Environmental Management
System and reduce their impact on the environment, we have developed a ‘Lodge Workbook’.  This
workbook is an innovative and informative way of helping lodges demonstrate their commitment to the
environment and conduct activities in a controlled and sustainable manner.  The workbook addresses
issues such as water, waste and energy management, chemical use, flora and fauna, water quality and
erosion.

Currently…
The Environmental Management System Workbook and Information Booklet are now being produced
and will be available to all operators by the middle of October 2002.

We are confident that the system will lead to focused and measurable environmental improvement in
the Resorts.  We believe it will help all of us to implement the shared vision of becoming a recognised
leader in ecologically sustainable tourism in one of Australia’s most sensitive environments.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in the development of the Perisher
Range Resorts Environmental Management System:
] Perisher Blue Pty Ltd
] SLOPES
] Kosciusko Chamber of Commerce
] Telstra
] Elgas

] Nature Conservation Council
] National Parks Association;
] Fathom Consulting
] URS Australia Pty Ltd
] PlanningNSW

In particular, we would like to say a special thank you to Graeme Anderson (SLOPES) and Belinda Shore
(Kosciusko Chamber of Commerce) for all the extra effort they have put into the Lodge Workbook.

For further information about the Perisher Range Resorts EMS, please contact the NPWS EMS Officer on
(02) 6450 5607, or via email at perisher.ems@npws.nsw.gov.au.  You can also visit our website for updates
at  http://www.npws.nsw.gov.au/parks/south/kosciuszko/resorts/ems.html.

We look forward to your ongoing contribution in the sustainable management of the Perisher Range
Resorts!



""

SNOWY MONARO REGIONAL WASTE STRATEGY

""If we are to minimise waste and manage resources in the region, we need to
work with and involve the community in the planning and decision making
process.  That way the community will have ownership of what the Strategy
recommends. We want to develop a sustainable strategy which includes actions
to minimise impacts on the environment, is socially acceptable, includes
benefits for the community and initiatives that all can afford.

Mr Ken Silich, Cooma–Monaro Shire Council

We are working together with Cooma Monaro and Snowy River Shire Councils to manage waste in the
Snowy Mountains region.  URS Australia Pty Ltd, environmental and engineering specialists, have been
commissioned to undertake the project.  The project includes the preparation of the Snowy Monaro
Regional Waste Strategy, Strategy Management Plans for the Councils and NPWS, and a Waste
Management Report.

The cooperative project commenced in June 2002 and an important component has been to provide
information to the community and stakeholders and seek input into option development, planning and the
decision making process.

To achieve this, community meetings have been held throughout the region to identify issues and what
should be incorporated into the Regional Strategy.  Proposed options are being discussed in more detail
during the second round of community meetings being held between the 24 – 26 September 2002
(inclusive) in the region.

Discussions with the community and stakeholders on the proposed options will be taken into consideration
during finalisation of the Regional Waste Strategy and preparation of the Strategy Management Plans.
Exhibition of project documents are, at this stage, scheduled for November 2002.

Options for inclusion and implementation have been developed and fall into three main categories, which
include landfilling, recycling and composting.

In summary the objectives that have been developed for the Regional Waste Strategy include:

] addressing and managing collection and disposal waste streams on a regional level;

] reviewing options for composting and assessing the viability for implementation in the region;

] raising awareness on waste and resource management in the region; and

] establishing a structure for handling regional waste to achieve the advantages of cost sharing.

For further information relating to the Snowy Monaro Regional Waste Strategy, contact Mr Ron Emptage at
our offices on (02) 6450 5612.



RECYCLING

The 2002 ski season presented a challenge for NPWS to improve waste recycling in the Perisher Range
Resorts.  Previous waste recycling ran into a problem, with the closure of the Nimmitabel recycling facility in
October 1999.  It was reasonably easy for us to collect the recycled waste from the resorts area, the difficulty
was finding a recycling facility in the region that we could economically deliver to.

Prior to the 2002 snow season, a contract between Cooma-Monaro Shire Council and Burchall Transport
was extended to include recycling at Perisher Valley, Smiggin Holes, Guthega, Sawpit Creek, Ski Rider and
Sponar’s Chalet.  Furthermore, recyclable items were received from Charlotte Pass Village, who collected
and transported items to Perisher Valley.

Whilst there was some misdirected waste entering the recycling bins earlier in the season, this improved as
people became more aware that recycling was again operational.  Lessees in the Perisher Range Resorts
were informed of the ‘recycling resurrection’ by letter drops, door-knocks, and discussions with the recycling
officers.  The current recycling arrangements are an interim as the Regional Waste Management Strategy
is being compiled.

Participation from all resort operations was very pleasing and the amount of recycled waste collected was
more than anticipated.   There is still scope for further improvements to all our waste management systems
and we anticipate solutions to be derived from the Waste Management Strategy.  Better waste management
and recycling from the resorts is dependent on a good overall regional waste strategy.

YOUR NEWSLETTERS CAN BE FOUND AT THE NPWS WEBSITE

Please visit http://www.npws.nsw.gov.au/parks/south/kosciuszko/resorts/newsletters.html for all editions of
our newsletters and updates.  To cut down on the incredible amount of paper being used in the traditional
“print and mail” process, we encourage you to access these newsletters electronically in the future.  Please
advise Lisa Pickford lisa.pickford@npws.nsw.gov.au of your e-mail details so we can send electronic
notification when futures newsletters are available online.
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