
Abildgaardia ovata
CYPERACEAE

Small tufted sedge to 40 cm high, 
perennial with very short rhizome and 
leaves reduced to loose sheaths. Grows in 
woodland near creeks, on sandy soil, north 
from Brunswick Heads
Á	Leaves reduced to loose sheaths clutching 

stems of the in�orescence, hairless, basal 
and white or translucent at the base. 
Ligule absent.
Á	Flowers in�orescence a terminal and 

sessile spikelet with 1�5 additional 
spikelets on 2 cm long branches. 
Spikelets compressed and oval-shaped, 
8�18 mm long and 2�3 mm in diameter. 
In�orescence stem smooth and thread-
like, 3�40 cm long. Glumes pale red-
brown in colour.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a pale brown to dark grey-brown 

nut 1.5 mm long, 1 mm in diameter, 
roughly egg-shaped, and triangular in 
cross section.
Á	Status not listed

Small tufted sedge to 60 cm high, 
perennial with very short rhizome and 
short narrow leaves. Grows mainly on 
headlands on clayey soils, north from 
Austinmer.
Á	Leaves 2 cm or more long, to 1 mm 

wide, shorter than the in�orescence,  
basal and hairless. Ligule absent.
Á	Flowers in�orescence a single terminal 

spikelet, rarely with 1�2 additional 
spikelets on 2 cm long branches. 
Spikelets compressed and oval-shaped, 
6�15 mm long, 3�6 mm in diameter. 
In�orescence stem rough to the touch 
and more or less cylindrical, 6�40 cm 
high (rarely to 60 cm). Glumes whitish 
to straw-coloured.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a pale straw to grey-brown nut  

2�3 mm long, 1.2�2 mm in diameter, 
sessile and triangular in cross section.
Á	Status not listed

Abilgaardia vaginata
CYPERACEAE

maritime

MEDIUM

woodland

LOW
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Slender perennial grass spreading 
horizontally with ends growing upwards, 
hairy stems, and rooting at the lower 
nodes. Grows in rainforest and wet 
sclerophyll forest, north from the Gibraltar 
Range near Grafton.
Á	Leaves 2�6 cm long, 7�15 mm wide 

with sheaths usually 1�3 cm long, 
covered in bristly hairs and slightly 
inflated. Leaf margins hairy near stem; 
ligule short, membranous and torn or 
slightly hairy. Leaf bases heart-shaped. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence 2�5 racemes on 

long slender stalks. Spikelets 4�5 mm 
long, solitary and greenish to purple. 
Pedicel of the reduced pedicellate spikelet 
present and reduced or absent. Upper 
bract that encloses the flowers of fertile 
spikelets awned from low down on 
the back; awn to 9 mm long, bent and 
twisted. 
Á	Flowering time December � May
Á	Fruit unknown
Á	Status NV, SV, 3VC�+

Perennial sedge 20�100 cm high with 
loosely tufted shoots and long rhizomes. 
Grows in moist habitats such as stream 
banks, occasionally on the coast. Disjunct 
populations occur at Sydney, north of 
Newcastle and coastal northern New South 
Wales.
Á	Leaves 4�6 mm wide, shorter than 

inflorescence stem. Sheath pale to dark 
brown, ligule blunt or broadly rounded.
Á	Flowers inflorescence erect, 2�20 cm 

long on stems 20�100 cm high emerging 
above leaves, consisting of 3�4 spikes 
at nodes, the lowest spike often distant 
from the rest. Lowest leaf-like bract 
exceeding the inflorescence in length. 
Spikes 1�2.5 cm long, erect at maturity 
and sessile. Glumes pointed to truncate 
in shape with a sharp apical point as long 
as or exceeding the glume, whitish with a 
green midrib.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit an oval yellow-brown nut, broadest 

about the middle, triangular in cross 
section.
Á	Status not listed

LOW

rainforest freshwater wetland

LOW

wet sclerophyll forest
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Arthraxon hispidus
POACEAE

Carex brownii
CYPERACEAE



Tufted perennial sedge 30�70 cm high 
with a short thick rhizome. Flowering 
stems triangular in cross section, rough 
to touch and swollen at the base. Inhabits 
heath on coastal dunes, north from Tweed 
Heads.
Á	Leaves 4�8 mm wide, shorter than 

flowering stems, containing numerous 
small transverse cross-walls that are 
clearly visible when dried. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence simple to 

compound with 4�10 branches to  
20 cm long. Spikes to 2 cm long, 2 cm 
in diameter, cylindrical to egg-shaped. 
3�6 bracts surround the inflorescence, 
whorled, longer than the inflorescence. 
Spikelets 3�10 mm long, 0.7 mm in 
diameter, cylindrical and elongated, 
numerous per spike, 1�4-flowered.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a dark red-brown nut 2 mm long, 

0.5�0.7 mm in diameter, oval-shaped 
and broadest about the middle, triangular 
in cross section. 
Á	Status not listed

Small tufted perennial sedge 30�45 cm 
high with a short rhizome. Flowering stems 
triangular in cross section and smooth, 
often with fibrous remains of leaf sheaths. 
Grows in littoral rainforest and heath on 
sandy soil, north from Hat Head.
Á	Leaves 1�2 mm wide, shorter than 

flowering stems, not containing 
numerous small transverse cross-walls. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence head-like or 

simple with up to 4 branches to 4 cm 
long, clusters digitate, to 15 mm in 
diameter. Leaf-like bracts surrounding 
the inflorescence are 2�4 times as long as 
the inflorescence. Spikelets 5 mm long,  
2 mm wide, flattened, 4�20 per cluster 
and 9�13-flowered. Glumes 1�1.3 mm 
long and about as long as broad.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a dark brown to blackish nut  

0.8 mm long, 0.7 mm in diameter,  
oval-shaped and broadest about or  
above the middle, triangular in cross 
section. 
Á	Status not listed

dune�eld

LOW

heath

LOW

rainforest heath
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CYPERACEAE

Cyperus stradbrokensis
CYPERACEAE



Perennial sedge to 50 cm high, with a very 
short rhizome. Flowering stems smooth, 
triangular in cross section and slightly 
swollen at the base. Grows on coastal 
dunes, occasionally in woodland, north 
from Coffs Harbour.
Á	Leaves 1�2 mm wide, often as long 

as inflorescence stem, not containing 
numerous small transverse cross-walls. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence simple with 3�5 

branches to 8 cm long. Clusters spike-
like to digitate, to 1 cm long and 5 cm in 
diameter. Leaf-like bracts surround and 
are 2 times longer than the inflorescence. 
Spikelets 8�30 mm long, 1�1.5 mm wide,  
almost flattened, 6�20 per spike and 5�
16-flowered. Glumes 2.5�3.5 mm long, 
red-brown or greenish tinged red-brown.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a yellow brown to blackish nut 

1.2�1.7 mm long, 0.5�0.7 mm in 
diameter, narrow-ovate and broadest 
above or about the middle, triangular in 
cross section.
Á	Status not listed

Tufted perennial grass to 1 m high, 
growing in sandy soils near rivers or along 
the coast in heath or sand dunes, north 
from Grafton.
Á	Leaves 2�3 mm wide, leaf blade rolled 

inwards, often hairy on the upper 
surface, sheath hairless, ligule a rim of 
hairs <1 mm long. Exude a distinct 
lemon smell when crushed.
Á	Flowers inflorescence a solitary raceme 

3�12 cm long. Spikelets 10�12 mm long, 
overlapping in 2 rows. Lower glume as 
long as the spikelet, hairless or hairy on 
the back; margins with a fringe of hairs; 
9�veined with 2 teeth or awns 10 mm 
long (as long as or longer than the  
basal part of the glume). Upper glume 
3-veined, awnless, 50�70% the length of 
the lower glume..
Á	Flowering time December � February
Á	Fruit unknown
Á	Status SE

dune�eld heath

LOW

woodland dune�eld

MEDIUM
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Cyperus subulatus
pointed flat-sedge

CYPERACEAE

Elyonurus citreus
lemon-scented grass

POACEAE



Small, densely tufted perennial sedge to 
30 cm high. Growing in coastal saltmarsh, 
north from Port Stephens.
Á	Leaves to 1 mm wide, half as long to 

equal in length with the flowering stems, 
hairless except for the ligule which has a 
row of short hairs. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence a single terminal 

or pseudolateral spikelet, rarely with 1�2 
extra spikelets on branches to 2 cm long, 
atop stems 5�30 cm high. Leaf-like bract 
surrounding inflorescence appearing 
glume-like or with an erect blade as long 
as or slightly exceeding the inflorescence. 
Spikelet 5�15 mm long, 2�3 mm in 
diameter, erect, egg-shaped or oblong. 
Glume 2.5�3 mm long and pale red-
brown.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a biconvex greyish or blackish-

brown nut 0.9�1.1 mm long, 0.5�0.7 
mm in diameter, egg-shaped and 
attached at the narrower end, surface 
smooth or minutely warty and nodular.
Á	Status not listed

Trailing perennial grass spreading 
horizontally with stems to 2 m long. 
Stems are stout and hairless with the ends 
growing upwards, rooting and branching 
at the nodes. Grows on coastal sand dunes, 
north from Laurieton.
Á	Leaves 6�12 mm wide, usually hairless, 

sheath occasionally with hairs. Ligule  
1�3 mm long, usually hairy. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence 2�3 racemes,  

6�12 cm long. Inflorescence stem  
stout, trailing, nodes hairless. Spikelets 
6�10 mm long, paired, one with and one 
without a stalk. Stalks flattened and hairy 
on the edges, stalked spikelet somewhat 
narrower. Glumes smooth, hairless,  
7�9-veined, keeled. Uppermost bract as 
long as the lower.
Á	Flowering time December � February
Á	Fruit unknown
Á	Status not listed

LOW

saline wetland dune�eld

HIGH
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Fimbristylis polytrichoides
CYPERACEAE

Ischaemum triticeum
POACEAE



Prostrate spreading perennial grass to  
50 cm high with long trailing stems, 
rooting at the nodes. Grows on sandy soils 
or on exposed rock ledges along the coast, 
north from Port Macquarie, and Lord 
Howe Island.
Á	Leaves 2�6 mm wide, linear, dull blue-

green, margins and sheaths rough to the 
touch, sheaths sometimes with a few 
scattered fine hairs. Ligule 0.5 mm long, 
membranous and fringed with hairs.
Á	Flowers inflorescence a cylindrical spike 

3.5�7 cm long, 3 mm wide. Spikelets 
5�7 mm long, embedded in the axis. 
Glumes leathery, pointed. Lower glume 
absent except on the terminal spikelet, 
upper glume longer than the spikelet, 
7-veined.
Á	Flowering time unknown, but includes 

September � December
Á	Fruit unknown
Á	Status not listed

Slender prostrate or erect annual to 35 cm 
high, occurring in open damp places such 
as sandy stream banks, widespread with 
scattered populations.
Á	Leaves 1�2 mm wide, linear, elongated, 

shorter than flowering stems, basal, ligule 
absent.
Á	Flowers inflorescence 1�4 spikes, each 

2�8 mm long, 2�4 mm in diameter, 
egg-shaped. 2�3 leaf-like bracts surround 
the inflorescence, to 12 cm long. 
Inflorescence stem 2�35 cm high,  
<1 mm in diameter, hairless. Spikelet 
bract 1�1.7 mm long, oblong or nearly 
so, up to 2 veins on sides, apex with a 
sharp point, pale brown often tinged 
red-brown.
Á	Flowering time September � February
Á	Fruit a pale brown nut 0.7�1 mm long, 

0.2 mm in diameter, very narrow-oval-
shaped but broadest about the middle.
Á	Status not listed

dune�eld

freshwater wetland

HIGH

LOW

maritime
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Lepturus repens
POACEAE

Lipocarpha microcephala
button rush

CYPERACEAE



Densely tufted erect perennial grass to  
1 m high. Found along ocean foreshores 
and estuaries and occasionally on coastal 
sand dunes and cliffs, north to Port 
Stephens, and Lord Howe Island. 
Á	Leaves 0.25�1.5 mm wide, narrow 

and linear, usually strongly rolled with 
margins overlapping or cylindrical. 
Sheath usually smooth; ligule 0.25�1.25 
mm long, truncate. 
Á	Flowers inflorescence a panicle  

8�30 cm long. Spikelets 2�7-flowered, 
6�10 mm long, compressed. Glumes  
3�5 mm long, pointed or gradually 
tapering to a point, lower 1�3-veined, 
upper 3-veined. Lowermost bract 
enclosing the flower, 3�6 mm long, 
pointed to truncate, 4�7-veined.
Á	Flowering time throughout the year
Á	Fruit a dry 1-seeded fruit. 
Á	Status not listed

maritime dune�eld

HIGH
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Poa poiformis
coastal poa

POACEAE

An erect clump-forming fern growing in 
brackish swamps, often on the landward 
side of mangroves, north from Iluka.
Á	Fronds up to 2 m long, erect and 

pointing upwards, divided into 2 rows of 
leaflets. Leaflets 6�10 cm long, 2�4 cm 
wide, narrowing towards tips, dull green 
and leathery. 
Á	Rhizomes erect, stout and covered with 

large, broad, entire scales. 
Á	Sori sporangia cover the lower surface  

of the terminal leaflets. Other leaflets  
are sterile and longer in length.
Á	Status not listed

LOW

saline wetlandfreshwater wetland
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Terrestrial fern with semi-erect or 
spreading fronds. Grows in crevices on 
rocky headlands, either fully exposed or 
in the shelter of vegetation. Occurs north 
from La Perouse, Sydney.
Á	Fronds to 45 cm long, almost erect, 

pinnate or bipinnate, without a distinct 
leaflet at the apex. Leaflets 1.5�8 cm  
long, thick to almost succulent, pale 
green, secondary leaflet divisions never 
free and stalked. Frond and leaflet stems 
thick, bearing scattered, short scales and 
pale green upper surface.
Á	Rhizome erect, stout and covered with 

red-brown to dark brown scales about  
15 mm long and more than 1 mm wide. 
Á	Sori sporangia in discrete aggregates, 

mostly 2�8 mm long, several per leaflet.
Á	Status not listed

Coral fern with 1�3 tiers of branching 
fronds, growing in swamps, heath, open 
forest and along creek banks of coastal 
lowlands, north from Minnie Water. 
Á	Fronds to 1 m long, forked several times 

with leaflets to 3 cm long, dark green. 
Ultimate (smallest) segments of mature 
fronds 1�1.5 mm long and wide, flat or 
slightly recurved. Lower surface of lateral 
stems have matted star-shaped hairs. 
Á	Rhizome 2�2.5 mm in diameter, long 

and slender, dark and wiry, creeping. 
Á	Sori aggregates of sporangia solitary at 

the base of the segment, each consisting 
of 2�4 sporangia clusters.
Á	Status not listed
Á	Notes could be confused with  

Gleichenia microphylla, which generally 
has longer fronds (to 2 m long).

freshwater wetland
dry sclerophyll forest

MEDIUM

maritime

HIGH

heath
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Asplenium difforme
ASPLENIACEAE

Gleichenia mendellii
GLEICHENIACEAE



Scrambling coral fern with hairless stems 
and 1�3 tiers of fronds, the lower tier 
often branching. Found near cliffs and 
in crevices in open forest or on rainforest 
margins, along the coast.
Á	Fronds 9�200 cm long, forked once 

to several times. Leaflets to 4 cm long, 
green. Ultimate (smallest) segments of 
mature fronds 2�4 mm long, flat or only 
slightly recurved. Lower surface of lateral 
stems are hairless or nearly so. 
Á	Rhizome 1�2.5 mm in diameter, long 

and slender, dark and wiry, creeping, 
with stiff red-brown spreading hairs 
initially. 
Á	Sori aggregates of sporangia solitary at 

the base of the segment, each consisting 
of 3�4 sporangia clusters.
Á	Status not listed

Slender ground fern with a creeping 
rhizome from which new fronds arise at 
intervals. Found in swamp forest, open 
eucalypt forest and coastal heathland, in 
far north coastal areas.
Á	Fronds pinnate, 10�60 cm long, 

1.5�3.5 cm wide, narrow-lanceolate, 
yellowish-green, slender, not tufted, on 
straw-coloured stalks shorter than the 
frond length. Sterile fronds with leaflets 
1.2�2 cm long (the upper ones shorter), 
5�15 mm wide, lanceolate to ovate, with 
shallow, rounded teeth. Fertile fronds 
with leaflets slightly narrower and with 
more or less entire margins.
Á	Rhizome 1�2 mm in diameter, long-

creeping, covered with narrow golden-
brown scales to 2 mm long.
Á	Sori sporangia more or less continuous 

around the leaflet margin.
Á	Status SE

dry sclerophyll forest

heath

LOW

rainforest

freshwater wetland
dry sclerophyll forest

LOW
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Lindsaea fraseri
Fraser’s screw fern

LINDSAEACEAE

Gleichenia rupestris
GLEICHENIACEAE



Climbing fern with long climbing fronds 
to several metres in length. Grows in 
rainforest, swamp forest and open forest, 
north from Iluka. 
Á	Fronds with axis 2�3 m long, slender and 

hairless, primary branches approximately 
4 mm long, secondary branches to  
15 cm long, with 4�11 alternate stalked 
leaflets. Sterile leaflets 2�5 cm long,  
1�2 cm wide, ovate to triangular; 
margins with minute shallow, rounded 
teeth, and sometimes undulate. Fertile 
leaflets to 1.5 cm long and 1.2 cm wide.
Á	Rhizome long and creeping, densely 

covered with short, dark brown hairs.
Á	Sori sporangia on the margin, oblong 

to egg-shaped on a short stalk, spore-
bearing segments mostly 1�4 mm long. 
Á	Status not listed

freshwater wetland
dry sclerophyll forestrainforest

LOW
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Lygodium microphyllum
climbing snake fern

SCHIZAEACEAE 

Threatened Plant Population
Descriptions



A disjunct and threatened population of 
this species occurring between Albion 
Park and Austinmer. Erect or ascending, 
more or less hairless shrubs to 50 cm 
high with angular striate branches. Occur 
in woodland or forest dominated by 
Eucalyptus tereticornis and/or E. longifolia. 
Á	Leaves often variable in size and shape, 

1�4 cm long, 1�4 mm wide, linear 
to narrow-ovate, alternate, margins 
recurved, apex broadly rounded or with 
a shallow notch, sharply pointed, with a 
conspicuous midrib.
Á	Flowers inflorescence a slender terminal 

raceme. Bracts and bracteoles narrow-
lanceolate. Sepals 2�3 mm long, forming 
a tube, sparsely pubescent, lobes shorter 
than tube. Petals 4�7 mm long, yellow 
with a reddish centre.
Á	Flowering time August � January
Á	Fruit a pod 5�7 mm long, broadly and 

asymmetrically egg-shaped or oblong. 
Seeds shiny, without an expanded funicle.
Á	Status SE

Á	Notes this population is 
disjunct from other populations 
in western and south-western 
Sydney, and from two isolated 
occurrences on the south 
coast, as well as the bulk of the 
distribution further north.

A sprawling prostrate shrub to 1 m high 
and 2 m wide with smooth branches 
and young parts covered with fine hairs. 
Found only in low heath with Themeda 
australis from near Coffs Harbour.
Á	Leaves compound, consisting 

of 3 leaflets. Central leaflet 
25�50 mm long, 10�14 mm wide, 
oblong-lanceolate, margins entire, 
discolorous, dotted with oil glands 
on both sides, apex broadly rounded. 
Lateral leaves similar though shorter 
in length, petiole 10�13 mm long.
Á	Flowers inflorescence a 7�60-flowered 

cyme, axillary, shorter than leaves. 
Sepals basally fused, with triangular 
lobes 1�1.5 mm long. Petals 4,  
2�4 mm long, pubescent, pink.
Á	Flowering time March � May and 

September � November
Á	Fruit a green, dry, hairless capsule, 

egg-shaped, 4-chambered, separating 
into segments that forcibly release a 
single black seed upon maturity.
Á	Status SE

maritimewoodland

THREATENED PLANT POPULATION – SHRUB   Á   161160   Á   SHRUB – THREATENED PLANT POPULATION 

Á	Notes varies from the typical 
upright form of Z. smithii by 
its low growing habit, a lack of 
warts on branches, dense fine 
hairs on young parts, and the 
broadly rounded leaf apices. 
A recent survey of headland 
communities found several new 
locations of this form.

LOW

dry sclerophyll forest

heath maritime

HIGH
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Chorizema parviflorum
	 (Wollongong/Shellharbour)
eastern flame pea

FABACEAE

Zieria smithii (low growing form)
Diggers Head Zieria

RUTACEAE



A wiry, twining climber with stems 0.3�2 m 
in length and with white, grey or dark rusty, 
soft hairs. Plants that form this threatened 
population have broad leaves. Found only 
in coastal grassland at Scotts Head.
Á	Leaves compound, consisting of 3 

leaflets. Leaflets 1�8 cm long, broad-
elliptic, lower surface densely covered in 
white hairs, petiole to 4 cm long.
Á	Flowers inflorescence a 4�18-flowered 

raceme 1�21 cm long. Sepals form a 
tube, finely pubescent or covered with 
rigid bristly hairs, with 3 lower teeth. 
Standard (petal) 5�9 mm long, mauve, 
blue or pink in colour.
Á	Flowering time throughout the year, 

peak September � November
Á	Fruit a sparsely hairy to hairy pod  

12�53 mm long, 2.5�4 mm wide, 
without purple flecks. Seeds 4�12.
Á	Status SE

Á	Notes varies from the more 
common form of Glycine 
clandestina by its broad 
elliptical leaflets which have a 
dense cover of white hairs on 
the lower surface. Additional 
populations of this form have 
also been documented in the 
Sutherland Shire.

grassland

Glycine clandestina 
	 (broad leaf form)
FABACEAE

162   Á    CLIMBER/SCRAMBLER – THREATENED PLANT POPULATION
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Ecological Community
Descriptions



A rainforest community with a dense canopy to 10 m high 
and dominated by Ficus rubiginosa. Commonly associated 
with extensive outcropping of granites on steep north-facing 
slopes. A naturally restricted and fragmented community 
occurring as small patches, mostly less than 10 hectares in 
extent. Found between Towamba and Cobargo. 
Á	Characteristic species the canopy is dominated by  

F. rubiginosa with occasional Pittosporum undulatum and 
Brachychiton populneus and scattered emergent Eucalyptus 
bosistoana and E. tereticornis. Other species include 
Alectryon subcinereus, Asplenium flabellifolium, Celastrus 
australis, Clematis glycinoides, Deeringia amaranthoides, 
Dendrocnide excelsa, Dichondra repens, E. polyanthemos var. 

	 vestita, E. sieberi, Geitonoplesium cymosum, Lomandra longifolia, Melicytus dentata, 
Notelaea venosa, Oplismenus imbecillis, Pellaea falcata var. falcata, Plectranthus 
graveolens, Poa meionectes, Pteridium esculentum, Sigesbeckia orientalis, Solanum 
aviculare and Urtica incisa.
Á	Distinguishing features its occurrence on steep, north-facing granite outcrops 

in the Bega area and the dominance of F. rubiginosa in the canopy. Disjunct 
from littoral rainforest communities in the area due to its preference for granite 
outcrops situated further inland. 
Á	Status SEEC

A closed forest community often present as dense, wind-
sheared thickets (in the most exposed situations). Several 
species have compound leaves and vines may be a major 
component of the canopy. The structure and composition 
is strongly influenced by proximity to the sea. Found on 
a variety of substrates, mostly within two kilometres of 
the sea or occasionally further inland in areas subject to a 
prevailing maritime influence. Occurs in numerous, small 
and fragmented stands north from Bega.
Á	Characteristic species a large and diverse array of 

predominantly rainforest species that include Acmena 
hemilampra, A. smithii, Cupaniopsis anacardioides, Drypetes 
spp., Elaeodendron spp., Ficus spp., Livistona australis, 

	 Lophostemon confertus, Podocarpus spp., Sarcomelicope simplicifolia subsp. 
simplicifolia, Syzygium leuhmannii, Myrsine howittiana and Pittosporum 
undulatum. Some stands contain emergent individuals of sclerophyll species such 
as Angophora costata, Banksia integrifolia, Eucalyptus botryoides and E. tereticornis. 
See NSW Scientific Committee�s determinations for more details.
Á	Distinguishing features the floristic definition of the community varies from 

north to south, with littoral rainforest on the south coast having very few species 
diagnostic of the community. This makes it difficult to reliably distinguish from 
other rainforest communities. The key distinguishing feature is the high extent to 
which maritime influences (e.g. nutrient loads in salt spray and protection from 
fire and climatic extremes) govern the community�s presence at a particular site. 
Á	Status SEEC, SEPP 26

Dry Rainforest (of the South East Forests in the South East Corner 
bioregion)

maritime

LOW
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rainforest

rainforest
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A low to medium height closed forest community dominated 
by Drypetes deplanchei and Elaeodendron australe. Often 
representing a modified littoral rainforest-type community, 
typically in exposed locations. Characterised by plant  
species with small and narrow leaves (microphyll) or leaves  
7.5�12.5 cm long (notophyll). Found primarily on 
sedimentary substrates, mostly on steep hillslopes that  
face east to south-east, north from Dungog. 
Á	Characteristic species include dominants D. deplanchei, 

E. australe, Podocarpus elatus and Sarcomelicope simplicifolia 
subsp. simplicifolia. Other minor species may include 
Arthropteris tenella, Baloghia inophylla, Cissus antarctica, 
Doodia aspera, Dysoxylum fraserianum, Euroschinus 

	 falcatus var. falcata, Ficus watkinsiana, Gossia bidwillii, Heritiera actinophylla,  
Olea paniculata, Pellaea falcata, Platycerium bifurcatum and Smilax australis. 
Á	Distinguishing features similar to Littoral Rainforest but distinguishable by the 

impoverished species composition and the lower canopy height, such that the 
community is often present as a dense wind-sheared thicket that may abut the 
more structured Littoral Rainforest community. 
Á	Status not listed

A relatively dense or open canopy forest, 5�20 m high with 
an open understorey of mesophyllous or sclerophyllous small 
trees and shrubs, and a variable groundcover dominated by 
sedges, grasses or ferns. Found on deep, freely draining to 
damp sandy soils of marine or wind-blown origin. Occurs on 
moderately sloped coastal sand plains, from Bega to Sydney. 
Á	Characteristic species trees include the dominant 

Eucalyptus botryoides and others such as Acmena smithii, 
Banksia integrifolia subsp. integrifolia, Casuarina glauca, 
and Eucalyptus pilularis. Shrubs include Banksia serrata, 
Breynia oblongifolia, Leptospermum laevigatum, Monotoca 
elliptica, and Pittosporum undulatum. Groundcover species 
include Desmodium gunnii, Dianella spp., Dichondra repens, 
Glycine clandestine, Hardenbergia violacea, Imperata 

	 cylindrica, Kennedia rubicunda, Lepidosperma concavum, Lomandra longifolia, 
Marsdenia rostrata, Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides, Pratia purpurascens, 
Pteridium esculentum, Stephania japonica var. discolor, Themeda australis and Viola 
hederacea. See NSW Scientific Committee�s determinations for more details.
Á	Distinguishing features in Sydney this community co-occurs with Kurnell Dune 

Forest (KDF), where it occupies foredunes and hinddunes, and lacks many of 
the characteristic species of KDF (see page 168 for more information). While 
north of Sydney the Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland EEC occupies a similar 
habitat, but includes a greater diversity of mesophyllous understorey species.
Á	Status SEEC

rainforest

MEDIUM

MEDIUM

Coastal Scrub (Drypetes deplanchei/Elaeodendron australe) Bangalay Sand Forest (of the Sydney Basin and South East Corner 
bioregions) 
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A low open sclerophyll forest community with a distinctive 
moist forest component. Occurs on coastal dunes and is 
often found in association with areas of sclerophyll heath 
and scrub. Highly restricted in distribution, confined to the 
eastern suburbs of Sydney from Bundeena to Rockdale. 
Á	Characteristic species composed of sclerophyllous and 

mesophyllous species that include Angophora costata, 
Banksia ericifolia, B. serrata, Breynia oblongifolia, Cissus 
antarctica, C. hypoglauca, Clerodendrum tomentosum, 
Cupaniopsis anacardioides, Elaeocarpus reticulatus, 
Endiandra sieberi, Eucalyptus botryoides, E. robusta, 
Glochidion ferdinandi, Leptospermum laevigatum, Maclura 
cochinchinensis, Monotoca elliptica, Notelaea longifolia, 
Rapanea variabilis, and Stephania japonica var. discolor. 

	 See NSW Scientific Committee�s determinations for more details.
Á	Distinguishing features can be distinguished from Eastern Suburbs Banksia 

Scrub (ESBS) which also occurs in eastern Sydney in that it: (1) has a forest 
structure rather than a predominantly scrub structure; (2) has a considerable 
mesomorphic element in the flora, absent or less dominant in ESBS; and  
(3) occurs on younger sands (see page 179). 
Á	Status SEEC

An open forest community characterised by the canopy 
dominant Corymbia maculata (spotted gum). Occurs on 
shale-derived soils with high rainfall on the Barrenjoey 
Peninsula, western Pittwater foreshores, and at Wagstaff 
(north of the Hawkesbury River). 
Á	Characteristic species dominant canopy species include 

C. maculata and Eucalyptus paniculata, and associated trees 
Angophora costata, A. floribunda, Corymbia gummifera, 
Eucalyptus botryoides, E. punctata, E. umbra and Syncarpia 
glomulifera. Shrub and groundcover species include Acacia 
floribunda, Billardiera scandens, Breynia oblongifolia, 
Dianella caerulea, Entolasia stricta, Eustrephus latifolius, 
Gymnostachys anceps, Hakea sericea, Lomandra longifolia, 
Macrozamia communis, Notelaea longifolia, Oxylobium 

	 ilicifolium, Pandorea pandorana, Platylobium formosum, Pultenaea flexilis, Synoum 
glandulosum and Xanthorrhoea macronema.
Á	Distinguishing features distinguished from adjacent communities on sandstone 

soils (part of the Hawkesbury Sandstone complex) by the shale-derived soils 
it occupies, its restricted distribution in the Pittwater area and the canopy 
dominance of C. maculata. 
Á	Status SEEC
Á	Notes floristic composition and structural diversity are influenced strongly by 

remnant size, disturbance history and fire history. In some fragments C. maculata 
may exist as woodland dominant or as remnant trees.

Kurnell Dune Forest (in the Sutherland Shire and City of Rockdale)

dune�eld

woodland

dry sclerophyll forest

HIGH

dry sclerophyll forest

LOW

Pittwater Spotted Gum Forest (and equivalent 
community at Wagstaff)

168   Á   ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY   Á   169

C
ra

ig
 S

he
ph

ar
d

C
ra

ig
 S

he
ph

ar
d

M
ia

 D
al

by
-B

al
l

M
ia

 D
al

by
-B

al
l


