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Foreword

The naturalised and invasive brooms in Australia form 
a long list of very colourful and showy, but weedy 
shrubs, with white, yellow, pink or red flowers. This 
gives away the largely ornamental reasons for them 
being brought to Australia. The brooms are really the 
‘acacias of Europe’, occupying the same niches and 
having showy flowers in early spring, with flowering 
seasons slightly separated between species. In parts 
of Europe and North Africa, Australian acacias invade 
broom territories! Both brooms and acacias are 
legumes, so they fix nitrogen and produce large, hard 
seeds that are often attractive to ants. 

Two brooms, namely Scotch broom and Montpellier 
(or Cape) broom, are long overdue for being 
declared Weeds of National Significance (WoNS). 
They continue to increase in abundance and impact 
(particularly after fires) across Australia and their 
impacts are severe in both natural ecosystems and 
pastoral agriculture. They are also internationally 
important invasive plants, being problems in six 
continents including parts of their own home range. 
Flax-leaf broom is rapidly catching up in distribution 
and abundance across southern Australia. While 
it may seem odd that the three species are listed 
as weeds under the same WoNS entry, this reflects 
not only their similarities but also their ecological 
complementarities. Scotch broom is the temperate 
invader in frost prone areas. It does not grow through 
winter and is deciduous. Montpellier broom is the 
classic Mediterranean climate broom, benefiting 
from seasonal rain and growing whenever conditions 
are warm enough. Flax-leaf broom is more of an 
arid Mediterranean shrub, mostly from the southern 
Iberian Peninsula and North Africa, with better 
drought tolerance. They are all garden escapes, 
historically planted to adorn remote historical mining 
settlements and rural properties from which they 
spread, often down catchments.

Brooms present quite a challenge for management 
because they grow fast and produce so many seeds 
with the capacity for long dormancy. Plant nitrogen 
fixation means they can increase soil fertility, 
which favours broom germination rather than our 

native species that are adapted to more nutrient 
deficient soils. Few natural enemies of broom 
came with them from Europe. This means they can 
flourish and produce many seeds, swamping out 
native competitors. The brooms produce dense 
monocultures that shade out the ground flora, inhibit 
natural forest regeneration and restrict access to 
pasture. Such monocultures can also cause increased 
intensities of wild fires that burn through broom 
infestations. Post-fire broom seedling germination can 
come up like hair on a dog’s back. 

A lack of natural enemies is why most weedy brooms 
(except flax-leaf broom) have been considered as 
targets for biological control somewhere in the world. 
Finally, after more than 50 years of international 
effort, biological control agents, such as the Scotch 
broom gall mite and the Cape broom psyllid, are 
available that seem capable of providing long-term 
suppression of broom infestations. This is great news 
for broom control. But we must nonetheless continue 
to manage broom in many different ways for the 
different circumstances in which it is problematic in 
Australia, at least until we are sure biocontrol can 
contribute a widespread, long-term solution. 

This best practice management guide is a vital 
manual for such endeavours and is a critical addition 
to the national efforts against these new WoNS. The 
manual provides the most up to date strategies for 
physical and chemical control of brooms, as well as 
a wealth of information on how to plan your broom 
control program to achieve the best results. It also 
provides information on identification and biology of 
brooms and, importantly, some great advice on how 
to follow up on and measure your achievements.

I highly commend the efforts of the WoNS broom 
activists who have put this manual together for 
broom-affected land managers. Make sure you have 
your copy in your ute!

Dr Andy Sheppard 
Senior Principal Research Scientist in Weed 

Management, CSIRO, Canberra 
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National management
Broom species are serious weeds of Australia’s 
environment and primary production, including 
pastoral and forestry operations. The Brooms 
Strategic Plan 2012–2017 (AWC 2012) is a 
national plan developed under the Australian 
Weeds Strategy as part of the Weeds of National 
Significance initiative. Nationally coordinated 
implementation of the Broom Plan will allow for 
better protection of priority assets by providing 
tools and information, identifying management 
priorities and fostering partnerships that lead to 
more strategic, collaborative management. 

The Plan aspires to three goals: 

1. New broom infestations are prevented from 
establishing.

2. Established broom infestations are under 
strategic management. 

3. There is greater capability and commitment to 
manage brooms.  

Like the Australian Weeds Strategy, the Plan fosters 
a shared approach, and identifies efficiencies and 
collaborative actions that help to ensure existing 
resources can be allocated to achieve improved, 
strategic management outcomes. The Plan outlines 
measurable, targeted actions to ensure progress 
towards its vision that: ‘Brooms are effectively 
managed to prevent further spread and to reduce 
their negative impacts on Australia’s natural 
environment and primary production’. The Plan is 
available at www.weeds.org.au/wons/brooms.

Using this manual

Who should use this manual?

This manual was written to assist anyone who 
either wants or needs to manage brooms, from site 
managers, community groups, private landholders 
and volunteers to government agency staff. The 
manual is intended to help people in their decision-
making about broom management by providing a 
comprehensive guide.

Much of the management information in 
this manual is based on Scotch broom, as 
there is little information known about 
Montpellier and flax-leaf broom. Further 
information is also included from gorse 
management resources, as gorse requires 
similar management techniques.

WEEDS OF 
NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Brooms
(Cytisus scoparius,

Genista monspessulana and G. linifolia)

Strategic Plan 
2012 to 2017 
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Ulex europaeus (gorse) requires similar management techniques
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This manual provides information on:

 Brooms and their impacts.

 Special management considerations for brooms.

 How to choose an appropriate control method.

 How to plan management.

 Restoration and repair of invaded habitats.

 Monitoring progress to ensure that intended 
outcomes are achieved.

 Case studies of first hand experiences with 
managing brooms.

 Legislation. 

 Contacts and further resources.

Where is the information from?

This manual draws on the large amount of 
information and literature available for Scotch 
broom that has been compiled over many years of 
global research and management. Scotch broom 
has been recognised as a noxious weed and a 
serious pest in parts of Australia and other countries 
since the early 20th century. Extensive biological 
control programs commenced in North America in 
the 1960s, New Zealand in the 1980s and Australia 
in the 1990s. 

Montpellier and flax-leaf broom, however, have 
not had such a high profile and relatively little 
is known about their ecology and management. 
As such, much of the information contained in 
this manual is based on Scotch broom, whilst 
highlighting known information on the ecology 
and management of the other two species. Further 
research on the ecology and management of 
Montpellier and flax-leaf broom is required.

Landscape invasion of Cytisus scoparius (Scotch broom) in various coloured forms, near Rossarden, Tasmania 

M
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Genista linifolia (flax-leaf broom) – further research is required as 
little is known about its ecology and management
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