INnformation Sheet

Every business person in NSW neads to
lonow about the new anvironmenial b
called the Prolection ol the Environment
Operalions Act 1997 (POEO)L This law gives
Councll and the EPA more powers to ensure
our environment is protected. For the
majority of the small businesses in NSW,
your local Council will be responsible lor
visiting your premises and making sure
you're doing your part to protect the
anviromnmeanl,

What Do You Have To De Te Obey The
Law?

The main thimg small businassas have 1o ba
caraful of are:

« Yoo musl ansurs ondy clean walar flows down
the dralns on or around your site

* Keeping your site tidy at all times

« Ensuring wasles arg proparly storad on affa
and then properly disposed ol

A new Environmental Law every

= Acting with all reasonable care at all times in
making sure your business doas not harm thea
kocal environmand

= Mol lelling excassive lumes, dusi or Smoks
escapa into the air and cause &ir pollubion

= Oty albowving ndustrial waste for which you
hava a licence to flow into the sewer systam al
your premises

= Hol making offensive noise al amdime

IThess an the spol lines Includa

Probdsm

polkding waters
causing air pollufion
CREUSS eTHSSI0ON Of maisa

wasin durmping

| parmit land to b= unlewlully ussd as a wasls facility S$750

I| littaring (including Ffrom vahicles)

iailing to comply with a clean-up nofice
| igiling to comply with & prevention notice
failure to pay notice fea's

increased fine

These special on the spol fines are called Penalty infringament Nalices
io pay a Penalty Infringemeant Motice by challanging & in court bul you do rsk paying an

What Are The Fines If You Break The Law?
Council Oficars now have the power 1o lzsue on the apot fines for minor oflences.

Fenally Panalby
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H1500
£1500
400
£1500
1500
$200 400
§750 1500
§750 £1500
§500 £1000

You can choosa mol

if the Councll Officer considers an incident on your site 1o be mone sanous Councll can take
wvou to courl where the penalfies can aclually run up to a8 million deflars for corparalions and
250,000 lhor idivicugls. Paople whi l.'--ﬂl.I":.' and nedg lgEll'I”\I undartaks aclivibes that causes
sarous environmanial harm can akso be pul Into jai {or up seven years
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What Mew Powers Doss Council Have To Help
Protect The Environment?

The main new power Council ias s the power to issue
spacial nofices. Thesae nofices can require you 1o do certain
things to ensura 1he local environmaent is protecied. The
mzin typas of notices are

* Cloan Up Natice - which Councdl will issus # pollution has
occurrad or is ikaly fo oocur on your sile. You must do what
the clean up notica bells you to of you could be breaking [he
iww, If for example & Cowuncll Officer notices a pile of leaking
druma siorad on your site, fhey are likely to issuse you with a
clean up notice requiring you 1o remove the drums within a
cartain specifled perod. Council can also charge you $320
for the notice.

= Pravention Matice - which Councll will use if they asa you
or your employess doing something that could lead fo the
environmeant being harmed. I you don't agree that the
action Council is concemed about coukd lead to
environmental harm you can appeal against the Prevantion
Motice in court. Council doas have the pawer however o
charge you $320 for the issue of & Prevention Notica.

= Molsa Control Motice - which Council can issue as a way
of controlling systamatic offensive nolse.

But Wail, Thers's More!
Councll alsn has the powar o recover the cosis associaled
wilh eonireliing pollution from industrial premisas. o for
pxample you recalve & clean up nolice and you choosa to
ignore it, Council has the powar 16 éome on aile and

compleis the clean up. They also have the power to make
you pay lor ihe cost of complating the work.

One More Thing!

Under this naw law i you have a big emdronmental incident
an ywour sl (an Incldent thatl could cawse significard harm
and cause over $10,000 worh of damags of cosl more than
510,000 o clean up ) then you're reguired 1o et the Council
keriow aboul the insident, Your first reeponsiility in 8 major
incident is to protect human safaty. Onoe hal is undsr
contnal you ane required by this law fo lat Council know.

The Boltem Line.

The batlom line for thia naw law i3 all about protecting local
environmenis. Small businessas doing tha rght thing have
lifthe fo Faar in ihis new lEw, indesd they should be happy
about the changas il makes 1o prolacting our wales, our air
and our soill,

For mora informalion on the now liw plaase confact yow
docal Couneil.
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