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The Hon. Barry Robert O'FARRELL, MP 
Premier of NSW 
GPO Box 5341 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

office@premier. nsw.qov.au 

cc. The Hon. Robyn PARKER, MP 
Minister for the Environment 
Level 32 Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

office@parker.minister.nsw.gov.au 

cc. Native Vegetation Regulation Review 
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NSW 1232. 

email: native.vegetation@environment.nsw.qov.au 

The Hon. Barry Robert O'FARRELL, MP 
Premier of NSW 

Dear Premier 

Native Vegetation Regulation Review 

I am writing to express my dismay at the NSW Governments move to water down 
native vegetation protection in NSW. I have a nurnber of concerns about this 
proposal which are outlined below: 

A. The proposed revisions are inconsistent with targets set under NSW bilateral 
agreement with the Commonwealth of Australia on Caring for our Country signed in 
2008. The first of the thirteen targets is: By 2015 there is an increase in native 
vegetation extent and an improvement in native vegetation condition. 



I intend writing to the Commonwealth Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, 
Population and Communities suggesting that future Commonwealth funding provided 
for NSW native vegetation conservation programs (which in effect amounts to most 
funding for on ground works) should reflect the area of intact native vegetation 
remaining in NSW. 

B. I am very sceptical that the NSW Government will make adequate provision for 
compliance and enforcement of revised regulations. For example, what funding has 
been allocated for compliance and enforcement officers to check that thinning works 
have been undertaken in accordance with a code of practice? What funding has 
been allocated to check that state and nationally listed listed threatened species and 
ecological communities are not being cleared? What funding is allocated for NSW 
Government to .Prosecute offenders who undertake illegal clearing activities? 

C. The proposed revisions to these regulations mean that, in NSW, clearing of 
planted native vegetation will be allowed without any, requirement to demonstrate that 

·there will not be any adverse environmental impacts. I can only assume this is the 
intent of the revisions. 

25 June 2012. 


