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Dear Chair 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Native Vegetation Regulations. However, I 
am of the opinion that in its current fonn the legislation is unfair and unworkable, a review of the 
regulations only does not go far enough. I have spoken to many constituents who share this view. 

The implementation of these laws by the Office of Environment and Heritage are far too heavy
handed and I ask that greater emphasis be placed on voluntary compliance by landholders. Most 
landholders are aware of their responsibilities to the enviromnent, indeed they are stewards of the 
land, the 'big stick' approach is counter-productive and I trust the outcome of this review will result in 
less red tape and greater cooperation. 

Farmers do not clear land for the joy of destroying native vegetation; they do so to improve their land 
and to deliver better economic returns. If they are not given that opportunity, or if they choose to 
retain native vegetation for enviromnental purposes, it is only fair that they be compensated in a 
similar fashion. Where land is used for enviromnental purposes, it still requires stewardship. This 
does not simply involve sitting back and watching plants grow. 

Like other members, I speak to landowners and they tell me that they have no objection to sensible 
enviromnental controls, but they regard the cun·ent laws as unwieldy, incomprehensible and unfair. 
Members can all relate stories about the inconsistent infonnation that is provided by the bureaucracy. 
A more consultative process would be beneficial whereby fatmers could present their sustainable 
native vegetation plans to local catchment management authorities on an individual basis for 
assessment and ongoing oversight of the land. 

Thank you for considering my comments. 
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