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Comments and Submission to the Native Vegetation Regulation Review 

Overview: 
The cmTent Native Vegetation Regulations (NVR) has proven to be so restrictive so as to fail to 
achieve its supposed aim whilst impinging on the ability of landholders to properly manage their 
land 

Land that has been required to be untouched under current NVR rules has become ovenun by other 
invasive species, noxious weeds, degraded become a harbor for animals (eg. rabbits,foxes etc) 

I wish to deal specifically with the effects of white and black cypress which are a declared an 
invasive species on land where they are prevalent 

Problem: 
The land on which the cypress is growing progressively becomes denuded as fresh seedlings 
continue to germinate and choke out all grasses and other species 
This creates a massive erosion problem as there is no grass to hold the soil together during heavy 
rain events. The cypress do not provide soil stability 
The land then becomes eroded and useless 
Whilst there is the ability to clear smaller cypress (growth post 1990 and determined size) the larger 
trees continually shed seed so regrowth continues 
Very small seedlings are impossible to remove by machinery and therefore continue to grow creating 
the above problem. 
It is humanly impossible to remove these by hand (grubbing) or pulling by say a bobcat because of 
a) the sheer density (1000 plus /ha) 
b) rough te11'ain (impossible for bobcat) 
By the time the trees have grown sufficiently in size so as to be able to use a bulldozer the 
underneath damage has been done to soil and vegetation 

Comment: 
The most effective way to remove the seedlings is to plough the soil and dig them out by a disc 
plough, blade plough or similar machine 
However the laws don't allow this to happen as it "destroys native grasses" 
Generally there is little native grass remaining at this stage 

· Having ploughed the area and removed the seedlings it is then good farming practice to continue 
with a program of rejuvenating the soil, establishing pasture and then allowing the native grasses to 
reestablish 



This then allows the land to be free of pine, having a good grass cover growing on productive soil, 
and allows a balance between sustainability, environmental responsibility and productivity. 

Observation: 
Pine trees generally grow on poorer soils 
Native grasses can't compete so disappear 
Older trees continue to reseed 
Land becomes degraded 
Farmers are prevented from carrying out good land management practices 
Productivity is seriously reduced 
Native vegetation is not protected 

Solution: 

1) In areas where cultivation is practical 
Allow good farming techniques to be practiced 

a) This would mean that land could be ploughed to remove pines 
This would remove the problem 

b) Land would most likely be chiseled to break up hard pans that have been formed 
This would allow better water penetration into the soil 

c) Application of Phosphorous and Sulpher 
This would improve the fertility of the soil to the benefit of all growth 

d) Grow crop for at least one year, say oats as a pasture with appropriate nutriment 
This allows for the control of a myriad of weeds, some noxious whose seeds have been lying 
dormant 

e) Sow to pasture with a clover or legume base to provide natural Nitrogen to the soil 
This will allow a good fertility level in the soil 

f) Watch native grasses grow back into the pasture in a healthy state 
This will achieve the objective of sustainability, environmental responsibility and productivity 

2) Non arable areas 

Continue to allow the removal of trees but also more of the larger trees that cause the reseeding 
problem 
Once this competition has been removed native grasses spring back to life 
Allow for the removal of seedlings by any practical mechanical means which could cause 
disturbance of other vegetation This vegetation will regenerate quickly 

These observations and suggestions are based on practical experience on this property and the results 
can be clearly observed 
I invite members of the review committee to inspect these outcomes 
Alternatively I can be contacted by phone or email for further discussion 

Conclusion 

The aim of a farmer is to leave his land in a better state than when he started so as the next 
generation can have the benefit, and the next, and the next. 
To do this he balances productivity with sustainability, and is probably the greatest environmentalist 
of anyone 
But to stay on the land he also has to be profitable, otherwise no will manage the land and that would 
be an environmental disaster 

Bruce Crossing 
14 August 2012 


