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To: office@parker.minister.nsw.gov.au; office@premier.nsw.gov.au; EHPP Landscapes & 
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Subject: Review of the native vegetation regulation 

To the NSW Premier Barry O'Farrell, Environment Minister Robyn Parker and the 
Office of Environment and Heritage 

My Name is Nathan Storch and I am a student at UNSW. I am writing 
this submission to you today because I am disappointed that the New South Wales 
Government is proposing mf\ior changes to native vegetation laws that will allow for 
an increase in land clearing in large parts of the state. 

According to Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry only 18% ofNSW remains covered in forests which is a concerning statistic 
in itself given that before 1788 well over half the state was forested. In NSW today, 
rates of land clearing have ski-rocketed with amount of bushland being cleared by 
logging in NSW highest level since state-wide records began in 1988. In light of this, 
the NSW Government has decided to reform the Native Vegetation Act 2003. This 
could spell the end for the remainder NSW's forests which are already under stress. 

The Native Vegetation Act 2003 has played a critical role in stabilising the extent of 
native vegetation in New South Wales. The vital impm1ance of maintaining NSW 
native vegetation should be well known to State Government given a history of land 
clearing in NSW which is a major cause for land degradation in the form of dry land 
salinity, erosion acidity and the diminishing state ofNSW's river systems. I should not 
have to remind the NSW Government that the gross value of agricultural production 
lost in NSW due to soil acidity alone has been estimated in the Land and Water Audit 
(2002) at $378 million per year! 

If the NSW government tmly cares about the longevity of its agricultural industry, 
the vitality ofNSW people into the future and the remainder of the states biodiversity, 
it will not implement any changes to the Native Vegetation Act 2003 and turn its 
attention towards repairing the already extensive existing damage that has taken place 
due to a history of unsustainable practices. 

Nathan Storch 


