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Native Vegetation Regulation Review 

Conservation Policy and Strategy Section 

Office of Environment and Heritage 

Level 12, PO Box A290  

Sydney South  NSW  1232 

Email: native.vegetation@environment.nsw.gov.au 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

At the Kyoto Conference, Australia agreed to limit its greenhouse gas emissions, with a promise to 

offset its increased emissions of greenhouse gasses by stopping land clearing.  The Federal Abbott 

Opposition has given in principle support to a renewal of the Kyoto protocol climate pact, and this 

implies that land clearing does not recommence (SMH 16 Aug 2012, pg 5).  It follows that the NSW 

Government has a duty under this pact to ensure that the Native Vegetation Regulations are 

strengthened and more resources are allocated to ensure compliance with these regulations. 

NSW can't afford to weaken land clearing laws, as Australia’s international credibility would be 

compromised by what would be a breach of the Kyoto pact.  As you would be aware, native 

vegetation provides essential environmental, social and economic benefits, including protecting 

water quality, maintaining soil health and providing wildlife habitat.  In the 17th century Japan 

ended deforestation and is now 80% forested.  Europe’s forests have been increasing for some time, 

particularly in Germany.  Australia also needs to consolidate its efforts toward sustainability by 

allowing the recovery of native bushland. 

Some 2,400 years ago Plato described deterioration in Attica. He wrote that “What now remains 

compared with what then existed is like the skeleton of a sick man, all the fat and soft earth having 

wasted away, and only the bare framework of the land being left”.  

In the foyer to the Legislative Council of NSW Chamber there is a painting by Algernon Talmadge 

depicting the declaration of NSW as a British possession.  The Union Jack waves over the assembled 

redcoats and dignitaries, and about them are a number of stumps. The first thing the new arrivals 

did at Sydney Cove was to clear bushland and it has gone on ever since. 

Over two centuries of land clearing in NSW has seen many ecological communities become 

endangered, species made extinct and threatened, and wetlands lost.   
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We can't afford to lose more bushland. The Native Vegetation Act 2003 has played a critical role in 

stabilising the extent of native vegetation in New South Wales.  This legislation must not be repealed 

or weakened.  The detailed regulations and a robust methodology for the assessment of 

environmental outcomes created under this enabling legislation must be made even more effective.  

The Colong Foundation does not want NSW to shamefully demonstrate its administrative 

incompetence to the rest of the world through land degradation and unabated carbon pollution. 

Bushland invades unkempt pastoral land and regenerates through natural processes.  On productive 

land these natural bushland recovery processes should be regulated, while elsewhere regulation 

should in appropriate cases allow the bushland to reinstate its authority over bad land clearing of 

the past.  These are appropriate consequences of Australia signing Kyoto and should be encouraged.  

Thinning or clearing of young native vegetation only should be undertaken with the advice and 

approval from Catchment Management Authorities.  It is all too easy for farmers to repeat the 

mistakes of the previous generations for filial or even more obscure motivations and over clear land 

that should be revegetated.   

There is too much at risk, hundreds of thousands of hectares of native vegetation, if unregulated 

thinning and clearing of so-called invasive native vegetation continues.   

The Colong Foundation also opposes defining so-called ecological burning as a Routine Agricultural 

Management Activity.  Frequent burning has the potential to negatively impact on our flora, fauna 

and endangered ecological communities.  All too often, frequent burning is undertaken to generate 

‘green pick’ for stock and as a method of land clearing.  It needs to be effectively regulated. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed review of the Native Vegetation 

Regulations. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Keith Muir 

Director 

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd 


