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Speaking as a Landholder and Land Manager. 

 

The damage to our native forests and loss of native species due to unregulated ad hoc clearing is etched 

across the landscape. We have a duty to preserve and enhance this precious resource and as a 

responsible society we must learn from our mistakes and build a resilient landscape rather than further 

compounding the errors of the past - at least they had the excuse of ignorance we do not.  

 

The government should uphold strong native vegetation laws supported by science and current 

research and avoid returning to the ill-informed and destructive practices of the past. We need to learn 

from the decades of unsustainable land clearing, when millions of hectares of endangered ecological 

communities, threatened species habitat and wetlands were bulldozed and burned without thought or 

awareness of the consequences.  

 

The Native Vegetation Act 2003 has played a critical role in stabilising the extent of native vegetation in 

New South Wales. The integrity of the legislative scheme is underpinned by the application of detailed 

regulations and a robust methodology for the assessment of environmental outcomes. I am 

disappointed that the New South Wales Government is proposing major changes to native vegetation 

laws that will weaken existing protections by allowing self-regulation for clearing of invasive native 

species and thinning of native vegetation without advice and approval from Catchment Management 

Authorities.  

 

Recommendation 1:  

The CMAs need to be adequately resourced so they can assess and provide expert advice to 

landholders on the best practises to sustainably manage native vegetation and identify threatened 

species and communities that need added protection.  

 

We can't afford to lose more critical areas of bushland or weaken the resilience of the landscape 

considering the vagaries of climate change. Healthy, diverse landscapes result in more productive 

agricultural systems. With the onset of climate change and its associated increase in extreme weather 

events and temperature fluctuations, conserving native vegetation will benefit biodiversity, farmers and 

the Australian economy into the future. 

 

Recommendation 2:  

The ecosystem services including protecting water quality, maintaining soil health and providing 

wildlife habitat that is provided by native vegetation needs to be fully recognised by government 

policy and the economic benefits acknowledged and costed into decision-making processes.  



 

The changes currently proposed in the draft Native Vegetation Regulation 2012 weaken the integrity of 

these important environment protections and have the potential to allow ill-informed clearing and 

management practises without adequate checks and balances. For example allowing ‘ecological burning’ 

to occur as a routine agricultural management activity without adequate controls has the potential to 

cause destruction and fragmentation of habitat, loss of endangered ecological communities as well as 

threaten life and property 

 

There needs to be a balanced approach to any reform process, the intent of the Native Vegetation Act 

2003 should not be weakened - savings in administration costs and reductions in “green tape” is not a 

sufficient reason to weaken regulations risking essential environmental, social and economic benefits 

provided by native vegetation to all people in NSW. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

JE Mullins 

 


