
From: Meredith Stanton 1 

Sent: Thursday, 23 August 2012 11:35 PM 
To: EHPP Landscapes & Ecosystems Section Mailbox 
Subject: Review of the Native Vegetation Regulation 2005 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Review of the Native Vegetation Regulation 2005 

I write to urge you to strengthen the laws regulating the conservation of biodiversity 
on public and private land. 
My greatest concern is that NSW native vegetation laws could be weakened to allow 
broadscale clearing of invasive species and thinning of native vegetation without any 
approvals or oversight by local catchment management authorities, or without 
assessment by a trained ecologist to dete1mine threatened fauna and flora values. 

What remains ofNSW biodiversity is too precious to destroy, because it is essential to 
the health of our fa1ming communities. Healthy, biodiverse landscapes result in more 
productive agricultural systems. With the onset of climate change and its associated 
increase in extreme weather events and temperature fluctuations, conserving native 
vegetation will benefit biodiversity, fmmers and the Australian economy into the 
future · 

We need careful oversight of native vegetation and threatened species habitat on 
privately managed land. 
Much of our fmmland is degraded from over-clearing and in need of restoration 
plantings to improve productivity and soil health. 
Our private and public forests are still losing biodiversity and are negatively impacted 
by traditional grazing, inappropriate fire regimes and over-logging practices. 
Savings in administration costs and reductions in "green tape" should not be achieved 
at the expense of the environmental, social and economic benefits provided by native 
vegetation. 

The native vegetation regulation must protect what is remaining of our biodiversity 
and support efforts to conserve threatened wildlife and endangered ecological 
communities. 
As a land manager in NE NSW I have witnessed, in 30 years, many changes to land 
management practices in my farming and forestry community, not all of them positive 
or desirable. 
An increase in the number of smaller land holdings and the fragmentation of native 
forests has also led to an increase in feral animals i.e, dogs, cats, foxes. 
Our region is one of the most biodiverse in the state, yet uninformed and destructive 
land management practices, including; private forestry operations which pollute 
waterways; inappropriate buming regimes which lead to damage and loss of habitat 
for a range of threatened species continue to occur, despite the current PVP and PNF 
PVP approvals. 



NSW must improve protection for our remaining bushland and forests which provide 
essential ecosystem services across our landscapes - ranges, river systems and coastal 
areas. 
The value of native vegetation and threatened species habitat to the survival of 
Australia's unique flora and fauna cannot be underestimated. Indeed, healthy native 
vegetation is the foundation of ecosystem services and underpins our own survival. 

Please initiate programs that suppmt climate change adaptation for wildlife 
connectivity: 

-: carefully regulate private land management activities in our catchments and assess 
properties for threatened species with approval processes undertaken by local CMA's. 
-: provide funding for planning regional strategies to create wildlife corridors for 
climate change adaptation and which educate, encourage and regulate private land 
managers to preserve biodiversity. 
-: Offer incentives to encourage land holders to restore and enlarge areas of native 
vegetation to build resilience into remnant habitat for native species by improving 
connectivity. 
-: Continue to provide incentives to plant riparian vegetation in coastal areas to 
improve our waterways and protect our oceans from toxic run-off, erosion and 
siltation. 

I ask you to support a balanced approach to this reform process, and to oppose 
proposals which reduce the environmental protections contained in the regulations 
and significantly weaken the intent of the Native Vegetation Act 2003. 

thank you for the opportunity to comment 

Meredith Stanton 
Clouds Creek 
NSW2453 


