
David Donnelly 

GLEN INNES, 2370 

24/8/12 

Native Vegetation Regulation Review Team, 

Dear Sir I Madam, 

I wish to address the issue through a number of sections: 

BACKGROUND: 
I am a fifth generation fmmer in the Glen Innes district of the Northem Tablelands of New 
South Wales. I have served many years on local govemment, catchment management boards, 
landcare and vegetation committees. I am in a position to witness the on ground situation and 
clearly understand the economic, environmental and social implications of policy decisions 
made by govemment. 

Native Vegetation on the New England Tablelands: 

New England Dieback 
It is accepted that there are a number of areas on the northem tablelands where woody 
vegetation is in serious decline. The Native Vegetation Act and Regulations will not help turn 
the pendulum back in these cases. What is required is an integrated process of revegetation 

not regulation as fmmers value vegetation in these circumstances. Virtually no effort has been 
applied by government to reverse 'New England Dieback" which occurs along the spine of 
the Great Dividing Range. There are intervention methods that are very effective. 

Eastern Escarpment 
Within the higher rainfall areas of the eastem escarpment the situation is quite different. Here 
we have a situation where woody vegetation density continues to increase and requires 
constant work to ensure that the fmm remains productive. 

Native Grasslands 
The Native Grasslands component of the Native Vegetation Act is oflittle useful purpose for 
most of the tablelands and this measure would be better replaced by incentives where there 
are valued areas of native grasslands that should be preserved. 

THE NATIVE VEGETATION ACT 
Whilst it is accepted that the Act itself is not part of this review process, I must take the 
oppmtunity to express the view that this heavy handed process is unduly restrictive on 
productive farmers and should be repealed. No other section of the community is restrained to 



this extent. Urban development gets the green light as a result of pressures for urban 
expansion and delicately worded consultants reports. 

Fmmers need to have the ability to manage their fmms without constantly being concemed 
about the possibility of being harassed and fined for managing their own property. 

THE REGULATIONS 

Prior to the Native Vegetation Act being repealed the Regulations need to relate to a greater 
level of practicality and common sense with the following suggestions: 

o Intemal fence line clearing should be petmitted to 6 meters either side of the fence 
line. 

o Boundary fence line clearing requires flexibility to: 

o Clear wider around rocky outcrops for access 
o Clear wider on upward slopes 

o Farm roads should have clearing ability to 8 meters to enable cuts, fills and drainage 
as well as some livestock movement capability. 

o The 2 hectare clearing provision for holdings over 400 hectares should be 
reintroduced. 

o The PvP process needs a complete overhaul to return it to a situation where a farm can 
be managed without interference where healthy woody vegetation levels exceed 20% 

o RAMAs need to be practical, an example: There is no use having a cattle yard where 
you can't get the cattle into it due to trees within meters of access gateways. 

Now is the time for govemment to give this total issue a complete reworking and plan an 18 
month timeline to a total new process; 

Yours faithfully, 

David Donnelly 


