
From: 
Sent: 24 August 2012 11:07 AM 
To: EHPP Landscapes & Ecosystems Section Mailbox 
Subject: Native Vegetation Regulation Review 

Dear Sirs, 

I am calling on the NSW Government to repeal the current Native Vegetation Act and replace it with 
various Plans suitabvle for the different Regions of the State of NSW. 

For my Region this means implementing the "Regional Vegetation Management Plan for the North 
Lachlan-Began Region" as a Code of Practice for farm owners and managers in this region. 

This Plan:-

• protects 33.54% of our regional native vegetation landscape 
* enables all farmers to manage their native vegetation according to the seasons and their own financial 
circumstances over time. 
*enables the retention and management of native vegetation in an equitable way for all stakeholders 
*enables farmers to make rapid responses in land use, according to:- changing technology and 
machinery; changing commodity markets; and changing prices for farm produce; 
* makes all farms in the region financially viable 
*provides for viable local communities 

The present Act does not provide for sustainable farming, and the proposed amendments to the 
Regulations only further enhance the advantages of the lifestyle blocks over commercial farms. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Don Hamblin 





Don & ian HAMBLIN 

NYNGAN NSW 2825 

E: 

Our partnership runs a sheep I wheat enterprise at NYNGAN on an aggregation 

of 5 farms totalling 11,500 Ha. Our farther purchased the original farm here in 

1950, .coming from the family farm at GANMAIN in southern NSW. 

Our sheep grazing enterprise depends on good pastures. Since the eradication 

of rabbits in the 1950's invasive native species are a constant management 

problem. Our farms in the 1950's had a labour source of 11 men. Now days it 

is not practicable, and with no rabbits, not physically possible to control INS 

with man power. 

To constantly control INS, one has to use mechanical means, and that means 

regular cropping. See below how quickly INS comes back in a cultivation 

paddock after only 4 years. 



Even then, at this size, after two very wet summers, they have been left too 

long before being plowed out. See that some will have to be plowed out again. 

Even in grass paddocks that have never been farmed two very wet summers 

has seen massive germinations of Bimble box. There is only one way to 

eradicate these seedlings and that is to plow them out. The only way to 

recover the cost of plowing is to have a cash crop like wheat. 



As can be seen from the previous photograph, what is open grass paddocks will 

quickly become a dense thicket of seedlings. What has been grazing country 

since the 1880's will soon be unproductive. 

On existing country that has been farmed/cropped the removal of scattered 

trees is necessary because of larger scale machinery. 

There is only one solution to the management of our farms in this area of NSW 

and that is to make the previously developed "North Lachlan- Bogan 

Regional Vegetation Management Plan" the Code of Practice for farm 

management and native vegetation management in this area. 

This plan delivered 33.4% Regional retention of native vegetation. 

The present native vegetation laws are not suitable for the management of 

farms in NSW They fail to take into consideration the needs of the different 

areas of the State. 

The laws contain arbitrary numbers that, eg "allowing cropping in3 out of 15 

years". As has been shown by the previous photographs, get a few wet 

summers and 12 years later it will take heavy earthmoving machinery to 

"reclear" the land. The 6 meter rule for fence lines is impractical on large scale 

farms in the west of the State. 



In the photo on the previous page you see a fence line after a storm earlier this 

year. On our farm, after this storm, we have about 14 kms of fence line like this 

to repair. 

Our farm has been severly impacted by native vegetation laws going back to 

the introduction of SEPP 46 seventeen years ago. The flawed experiment of 

protecting every tree has had serious impacts on my farm productivity. 

Will the draft changes make a difference? 

As they stand I do not support the current proposals. The current exemptions 

in the Act were really only suitable the perri-urban lifestyle blocks. The 

proposed changes are still only suitable to the perri-urban lifestyle blocks. 

These proposed changes further advantage the urban population, who are 

already able to expand urban development, without the restrictions that are 

placed on farmers of this State. 

These proposed changes do not deliver what is needed for farmers in this 

State, and appear to be a continuation of the flawed advice of seventeen years 

ago. 

There is only one solution to the management of Native 

Vegetation and the management of farms in this Region of 

the State and that is to make the previously developed 
11Regional Vegetation Management Plan for the North 

Lachlan-Bogan Region" the Code of Practice for farm 

managers and owners in this Region. 


