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NSW Forest Products Association Ltd 
Suite 605, 6th Floor, 486 Pacific Highway, St Leonards NSW 2065 

Postal address: PO Box 153, St Leonards NSW 1590 

Phone : 02 9279 2344 Fax: 02 9279 2355 
Email : fpafanswfpa .asn.au Website : www.nswfpa.asn.au 

23 August 2012 

The Hon Robyn Parker 
Minister for the Environment 
Level 32 Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Minister 

Re: Private Native Forestry and Koalas 

The NSW Forest Products Association (FPA) represents small to medium 
hardwood timber processors ofNSW. This sector relies significantly on private 
native forest resources and has participated in legislative and regulatory 
development to ensure sustainability of the resource since the 1980s. The FP A has 
been very closely involved in all the various programs and committees which 
developed the current codes of practice for Private Native Forestry in the Native 
Vegatation Act. 

FP A in quite concerned that the current public debate on koalas may lead to 
emotional rather than scientific decisions being made in the context of koala 
habitat. It is noted that even during the recent, and emotive, ABC Four Comers 
program (20 August 2012) on koala decline no mention was made of any impact 
from sustainable forest management and thus no blame applied to the sector. 
Which is of course consistent with your own comment that koalas enjoy regrowth 
forests as habitat. 

It is also noted that the emotion in the debate extends over some time and can be 
best exampled by referring to the iconic koala area of Gunnedah where under 
RACD there was a predicted population of 22,000, under the NPWS analysis 
(which by the way they considered unreliable as they were not confident of the 
methodology) of 15,000 and now estimates are around 2200. This type of variation 
and lack of confidence are benchmarks for ensuring the that robust processes are in 
place when considering declaring critical habitat. 

As such the industry has a considered position on its preferred position on koalas 
which is articulated below. 
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A} Local Government be required to categorise core koala habitat against a set o.f robust and 
scientific criteria noting that core koala habitat is specfically defined in SEPP 44 as: 'an area 

of land with a resident population of koalas, evidenced by attributes such as breeding females 

(that is, females with young) and recent sightings of and historical records of a population' it 

is also noted that the SEPP requires an appropriately qualified person to determine this 

status. Only where these provisions have been adhered to can the PNF operative be bound 
to the protections listed in the Codes of Practice (requirement (a)) 

B) Managed production forests are increasingly recognised as attractive to koalas, this is for 

a range of reasons that include, better capacity to move across the forest floor and healthier 

more attarctive feed trees being available. For this reason it is unworthy to then necessarily 

require areas into which koalas have moved as a consequence of logging to implement higher 

levels of protection than would otherwise have been required. So there needs to be a 

seperation of koala habitat from koala zones of activity. Unless an area has been formally 
codified as core koala habitat then it can remain an active and ongoing production forest 
subject to the levels of protection provided in the codes of practice on the basis that the 
requirement is varied to require that there is actual spotting of an animal AND evidence of 
20 or more koala faecal pellets. This allows a higher level of certainty that it is a koala zone 
not simply a corridor, which by the way is available as a consequence of the broader 

retention provisions of the codes of practice. Koala faecal pellets are readily available and 

have been mischeviously spread in non koala areas to create obstruction to forest 
management; they may not be used as a single point of evidence. 

C) Beyond the above, the NSW Government must conduct a robust audit process to ensure 

those areas which are to be designated as core koala habitat have been done so scientifically 

rather than on a polticial whim. The evidence needs at least to be an appropriately qualified 

consultants report. In addition Local Government must be required to categorise their koala 

zones in a manner that is consistent and able to be understood and relied upon by 

landowners, forest managers and operators. 

D] Recognition must continute to be given to sustainable forest management as a land 
management process that assists koalas by providing acceptable passage through the forest 
and by reducing fire hazard and thus lessening the threat of catastrophic fire. 

FP A has a strong interest in this process and would be pleased to meet with you to discuss 
these issues further at a ml\tually convenient time. 
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// 
Russ Ainley 
Executive Director 


