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24 August 2012. 
 
Native Vegetation Regulation Review 
Conservation Policy and Strategy Section 
Office of Environment and Heritage 
Level 12, PO Box A290 
Sydney South, NSW 1232 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
STEP Inc is a local community based environmental group, with a membership of over 400 
in the Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai area. Our aim is to preserve natural bushland and native 
vegetation from alienation and degradation.  
 
STEP well understands the competing pressures for the use of land in New South Wales. 
We have had to contend with this as an issue for most of our existence. We therefore write 
to you today from a position of some considerable knowledge of the subject and a well 
established track record of making fact based and balanced comments on the matter. 
 
We are disappointed that the New South Wales Government is proposing major changes 
to native vegetation laws that will allow for an increase in land clearing in large parts of the 
state. Native vegetation provides essential environmental, social and economic benefits, 
including protecting water quality, maintaining soil health and providing wildlife habitat. Our 
threatened birds, mammals, reptiles and plants are dependent on the important remnant 
vegetation dotted across heavily cleared landscapes. We can't afford to lose more critical 
areas of bushland. 
 
The changes currently proposed in the draft Native Vegetation Regulation 2012 will place 
very large areas of native vegetation at risk from unrestrained and unsustainable clearing.  
They will severely weaken the integrity of these important environment protections and 
inevitably lead to ongoing destruction and fragmentation of habitat. 
 
The Native Vegetation Act 2003 has played a critical role in stabilising the extent of native 
vegetation in New South Wales.  The integrity of the legislative scheme is underpinned by 
the application of detailed regulations and a robust methodology for the assessment of 
environmental outcomes.  
 
In particular, the proposals to weaken existing protections by allowing clearing of invasive 
native species and thinning of native vegetation without advice and approval from 
Catchment Management Authorities has the potential to result in the loss of hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of native vegetation.   
 
We need to learn from the decades of unsustainable land clearing, when millions of 
hectares of endangered ecological communities, threatened species habitat and wetlands 

PO Box 5136, Turramurra NSW 2074           www.step.org.au           secretary@step.org.au 

ABN 55 851 372 043 



 2

were bulldozed and burned.  The government should uphold strong native vegetation laws, 
so that we build upon the recent progress made in this area.  
 
The results of such progress include healthy, biodiverse landscapes resulting in more 
productive agricultural systems.  
 
In environmental management, as is often the case elsewhere, it is tempting to pursue 
short term savings at the expense of long term gains. Savings in administration costs and 
reductions in “green tape” should not be achieved at the expense of the essential 
environmental, social and economic benefits provided by native vegetation. 
 
STEP urges you to support a balanced approach to this reform process, and to oppose 
proposals which reduce the environmental protections contained in the regulations and 
significantly weaken the intent of the Native Vegetation Act 2003.  

 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

Barry Tomkinson 
 
Barry Tomkinson 
STEP Inc 
 
Copy:  The Hon. Barry O’Farrell MP 
 The Hon. Robyn Parker MP 
 The Hon Greg Smith MP 
 The Hon. Matt Kean MP 
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