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Dear Sir/Madam,  

                                  Submission to the Native Vegetation Regulation Review 

  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the review of the Native Vegetation 

Regulation Review. 

  

I have been working in the area of native vegetation assessment , mapping and 

protection of native vegetation with a number of government agencies for over 30 

years and in that time have studied and mapped a great deal of decline and observed 

considerable detrimental impacts and destruction  native vegetation across New South 

Wales. 

  

I am extremely disappointed that the New South Wales Government is proposing 

major changes to native vegetation laws that will allow for an increase in land 

clearing in not only in the region where I live and work but also across the state.  

  

Benefits of Native Vegetation 
Native vegetation provides the essential balancing element for a healthy 

environmental, social and economic benefits to the South East Region of the State 

through protection of water quality, maintenance of soil health and provision of 

wildlife habitat and provision of healthy environments for regional communities. 

  

Tourism is a major employer in Eurobodalla.  Ecotourism, especially for visitors from 

overseas, is growing. Families also choose to holiday here because they can enjoy our 

many waterways and beaches, the large areas of natural bushland where wildlife is 

often encountered and the rural atmosphere. 



  

The resident population is growing, people have moved here because they appreciate 

these same natural assets. Research has shown that a healthy natural environment is 

essential for a healthy community. The benefits from the delight of being able to 

observe the antics of our native wildlife at close quarters are also significant. 

  

Farming, mostly related to beef production with some dairying, continues but there is 

also a growing move back towards smaller scale vegetable growing. Healthy, 

biodiverse landscapes result in more productive agricultural systems. With the onset 

of climate change and its associated increase in extreme weather events and 

temperature fluctuations, conserving native vegetation will benefit biodiversity, 

farmers and the Australian economy into the future.  

  

Proposed changes threaten Native Vegetation and Wildlife 
Less than a decade ago NSW had one of the worst records for land clearing in the 

world. In 2003 and 2005 the Native Vegetation laws were introduced to end this 

unchecked destruction of native landscapes across the state. We cannot afford to lose 

these hard won environmental protections for our native landscapes and wildlife. 

  

The changes currently proposed in the draft Native Vegetation Regulation 2012 will 

place large areas of native vegetation at risk from unrestrained and unsustainable 

clearing. Our threatened birds, mammals, reptiles and plants are dependent on the 

important remnant vegetation dotted across heavily cleared landscapes.  

  

Of particular concern are the proposals to weaken existing protections by allowing 

clearing of invasive native species and thinning of native vegetation without advice 

and approval from Catchment Management Authorities.   

  

 Allowing ecological burning to occur as a Routine Agricultural Management Activity 

also has the potential to negatively impact on our flora, fauna and endangered 

ecological communities. It can  threaten life and property.  

  

I urges the Government to learn from past mistakes by taking a firm stand on 

upholding strong native vegetation laws.   Support a balanced approach to this reform 

process. This means opposing proposals which reduce the environmental protections 

contained in the regulations and significantly weaken the intent of the Native 

Vegetation Act 2003.   

  

Also avoid using one of our most important asset, native vegetation to argue for 

savings in administration costs and reductions in “green tape” at the expense of the 

essential environmental, social and economic benefits. 

  

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Chris Kowal 

  


