
Review of native vegetation regulation 24/08/2012 

Background: 

I have been working with Namoi C.M.A. to develop a plan for the management of native vegetation 

on ………………………… for a number of years to achieve a practical and economic outcome. My 

application and response would be available from Namoi CMA Tamworth Office. 

My efforts resulted in an application to backdate the regrowth date to 1950 being unsuccessful. 

When the property was purchased in 1950 the area concerned had been completely cleared by 

ringbarking.  

As a part of responsible management the country has been allowed to revegetate naturally to 

protect the sloping country 

In recent years it has been necessary to manage the regrowth by burning and some clearing. The 

CMA has noted evidence of clearing in their report. 

It has not been necessary to do a major clearing or thinning till the last ten years as it has taken that 

long to get a reasonable tree cover back onto the sloping country. Also the drought and economic 

conditions have meant that we couldn’t afford to do the work required till now. 

Areas of concern are: 

� The loss of productive capacity of the land; a minimum of 35% at present. 

� The unreasonable evidence required to backdate to 1950. 

� Statutory declarations weren’t accepted as they had insufficient detail as to why burning off 

was carried out, despite this being an acknowledged practice at the time. 

� Evidence of two major clearing events is not relevant as there has not been a major need to 

clear till now.  

� There has been no provision for offsets within the area; to leave the timber on the steeper 

slopes and clear the less vulnerable areas for pasture production. 

� The number of stems required to be left in the guidelines will not work without utilizing 

offset areas. Photographic evidence of the effect of trees on pasture was sent to the 

Director General with a request to review my application ( March 2012)  

I am happy to work in conjunction with the C.M.A. but I will not sign a binding agreement attached 

to the deeds of my property.  

My aim has been to revegetate the steeper slopes of my country to avoid erosion and maintain a 

productive grazing area on the balance of the area. This involves the maintenance of native species 

and the introduction of grasses and legumes to balance production. 

To be a successful farmer I have to care for my land to achieve sustainability and I also have to be 

profitable to care for my land. 

Richard Chaffey 

………………………. Attunga.  N.S.W.  2345 


