
 
 

24 August 2012 
 
 
Native Vegetation Regulation Review,  
Conservation Policy and Strategy Section,  
Office of Environment and Heritage,  
Level 12, PO Box A290, Sydney South NSW 1232  
Email: native.vegetation@environment.nsw.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
RE: SUBMISSION TO THE REVIEW OF NATIVE VEGETATION REGULATION 2005 AND PRIVATE 
NATIVE FORESTRY (PNF) CODE OF PRACTICE 

 

Regional Development Australia – Northern Rivers (RDA – Northern Rivers) welcomes the 
opportunity to make a submission to the Native Vegetation Regulation Review and Private Native 
Forestry Code of Practice. 
 
RDA-Northern Rivers is a non-profit community-based and regionally focused organisation that 
connects people and businesses in our region to opportunities through partnerships focusing on 
community, environment and economy. The Northern Rivers region stretches from the Queensland 
border to the southern end of Clarence Valley and from the coast (including the most easterly point 
of Australia) to the Great Dividing Range. 
 
The Northern Rivers Regional Plani

• increased investment to maintain and enhance our region’s natural infrastructure; 

 Natural Capital goal is to empower and enable our communities 
to reduce the region’s ecological footprint, respond and adapt to climate change and improve and 
enhance our natural infrastructure. The following comments on this Native Vegetation Regulation 
Review are presented whilst bearing in mind the following desired future outcomes for the Northern 
Rivers: 

• increased cover/extent and improved condition of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, native 
vegetation, fauna and habitat values; 

• resource demand and supply management is focused on resource efficiency, substitution and 
systems redesign; and 

• climate change mitigation measures implemented across all ecosystems. 
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A range of socio-economic and cultural values are provided to communities by forests and other 
vegetated landscapes, including controlling land degradation, erosion and water quality, and 
providing habitat for a wide variety of flora and fauna. Native vegetation also acts as carbon storage. 
As the Northern Rivers region of NSW has been recognised as having the highest level of biodiversity 
in the State, there is a significant need for a robust and tested Native Vegetation Act and Regulation. 
A decline in native vegetation can lead to a substantial reduction in terrestrial habitats, critical to 
maintaining agriculturally productive landscapes as well as levels of biodiversity.  
 
The communities of the Northern Rivers place a high value on native vegetation and realise that the 
negative potential impacts resulting from the removal of native vegetation mean that reliance on 
non-regulatory approaches pose too high a risk to be the main mechanism to ensure appropriate 
native vegetation management. RDA – Northern Rivers supports the goals of the Native Vegetation 
Review to empower the farming community to protect the environment and manage farms 
sustainably; cut red-tape; clarify and remove ambiguity and reduce transparency. 
 
The major issue relating to the draft and current legislation is the lack of clarity concerning the 
number of regulations affecting native vegetation management and which Act has precedence (i.e. 
Native Vegetation Act, Soil Conservation Act, Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act, 
Protection of the Environment Operations Act etc). This results in multiple consent authorities, 
including local councils, NSW Office of Environment and Heritage and Catchment Management 
Authorities. Consequently, there is significant confusion for landowners and regulators, and 
inconsistencies with some properties requiring multiple approvals. Such an approach is counter to 
good environmental management, industry development, farm management and economic 
prosperity.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that legislation affecting native vegetation is aligned and there is a single 
approval process that coordinates multiple approvals and assessment processes in a consistent and 
streamlined manner (i.e. one stop shop for applicant). 

 

Private Native Forest (PNF) Code of Practice for Northern NSW 
 
Presently,  the PNF Code of Practice for Northern NSW (Code) and its application is inconsistent with 
the aim of both SEPP 44 – Koala Habitat Protection  and the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
(EPBC) Act and can be inconsistent with the assessment process within  Koala Plans of Management 
(KPoM’s) for individual Local Government Areas or those required under the EPBC Act. There are 
significant areas of the NSW North Coast with known Koala populations that are outside areas 
covered by KPoMs.  The limited or absence of koala survey work in these areas may mean that the 
Code may not adequately address koala management in these areas.  

Forest operations associated with Private Native Forestry (PNF) need to be consistent with the aims, 
intent and application of the Commonwealth, State and local legislative and policy frameworks in 
which they operate. This will ensure biodiversity protection and that all operators have fair and 
equitable conditions and are not disadvantaged by having to comply with regulations that may not 
apply to their competitors. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  

It is recommended that the revised PNF Code of Practice for Northern NSW be consistent with the 
aims and intent of both the State Environmental Planning Policy No. 44 – Koala Habitat Protection 
and the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

 

Auditing of PNF Property Vegetation Plan (PVP) forest operations 
 
On-ground assessment of the ecological values of a site need to be undertaken prior to forest 
operations taking place to adequately audit the ecological values of the site following forest 
operations conducted under the PNF Code.  It is unreasonable to expect landholders to comply with 
the audit requirements of the draft Code if ecological assets are not adequately identified prior to 
forest operations. This situation makes regulation difficult and can create a loophole for all parties 
should a prosecution be lodged. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that provisions are made within the Code to adequately assess ecological values 
before and after commencement of forest operations to ensure consistency for landholders and 
regulators. 

 

A PNF PVP licence determination relying on mapping of an inadequate scale (i.e. greater than the 
individual property scale and/or denatured BioNet records), cannot accurately and reliably identify 
vegetation or threatened flora and fauna records.  Licence determinations based on mapping that is 
too broad may permit forest operations in unsuitable areas of native vegetation and/or preclude 
forest operations in otherwise suitable native vegetation.  Accessing additional resources is 
necessary, such as Council mapping and records, that may be more recent, of a larger scale and 
consequently more reliable than the smaller scale vegetation mapping currently relied upon to 
determine PNF PVP licence applications. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that appropriately detailed and current information is utilised to determine PNF 
PVP licences. 

 

CONCLUSION 
RDA – Northern Rivers appreciates the opportunity to respond to the Native Vegetation Regulation 
Review. For further information on the matters raised in this submission, please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 02 6622 4011. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Katrina Luckie 
CEO 
                                                           
i Regional Development Australia - Northern Rivers. 2011. Northern Rivers Regional Plan 2011, vision to 2020 


