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I live on the south coast ofNSW and appreciate the opportunity to comment on the 
proposed review of the Native Vegetation Regulations. 

NSW has a shameful record of unsustainable land clearing, with millions of hectares 
of endangered ecological communities, threatened species habitat and wetlands 
bulldozed and burned. To protect what remains the government should uphold and 
strengthen strong native vegetation laws. 

Native vegetation provides essential environmental, social and economic benefits. 
These inClude the protection of water quality, pest control, maintaining soil health and 
providing wildlife habitat. Our threatened birds, mammals, reptiles and plants are 
dependent on the important remnant vegetation dotted across heavily cleared 
landscapes. Further clearing will remove even these small islands that sustain these 
species. 

The Native Vegetation Act 2003 has played a critical role in stabilising the extent of 
native vegetation in New South Wales. The integrity of the legislative scheme is 
underpinned by the application of detailed regulations and a robust methodology for 
the assessment of environmental outcomes. 

The changes currently proposed in the draft Native Vegetation Regulation 2012lessen 
these controls and will risk destroying very large areas of native vegetation through 
unrestrained and unsustainable clearing. Of particular concern is the proposal to allow 
thinning of native vegetation without advice and approval from Catchment 
Management Authorities with the potential to result in the loss of hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of native vegetation. Also, changes to allow so-called 
"ecological' burning to occur as a Routine Agricultural Management Activity has the 
potential to not only negatively impact on our flora, fauna and endangered ecological 
communities but as has been shown by recent experiment, increase the fire proneness 
of the burnt areas. 

It has been shown that healthy, biodiverse landscapes result in more productive 
agricultural systems through microclimate influences, eg. affecting rainfall in the 
region. The onset of climate change will increase extreme weather events and 
temperature fluctuations. Conserving native vegetation will benefit not only 



biodiversity but also farmers and the Australian economy into the future by modifying 
these extremes. 

Savings in administration costs and reductions in "green tape" should not be achieved 
at the expense of the essential environmental, social and economic benefits provided 
by native vegetation. 

I urge you to suppmt a balanced approach to this reform process, and to oppose 
proposals which reduce the environmental protections contained in the regulations 
and weaken the intent of the Native Vegetation Act 2003. 

Yours sincerely, 

Judith Bourne 


