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Public comment on the Draft Native Forestry Code of Practice for 
Southern NSW 

Dear Environment Protection Authority, 

The Goulburn Field Naturalists Society is a grass roots conservation 
organisation, founded in 1967 . 
We welcome the opportunity to add our comment on the final draft of the 
native forestry code for Southern NSW. 

Our knowledge of the current code comes from the more negative aspects 
of the draft act as exemplified by forestry operation in the Mount Rae 
forest. Our society is aware of the significant vegetation and threatened 
species of this area and are concerned that the current code contains no 
requirement for environmental surveys prior to logging approvals. This 
has allowed a firewood seller , and a supporting forestry network to 
incorrectly state that this area contains no such threatened species , 
has no conservation values and requires human intervention in the form 
of firewood clearing to improve it. 
It is of concern to our society that under Private Native forestry 
exemptions granted by the NSW Environment Minister such misleading 
statements can happen as the reliance for identification of species and 
vegetation assesssment is left to the developer. Our society does not 
believe that self regualtion is appropriate when left to firewood merchants 
with vested interests. 
Of particular concern is the precedent which appears to be set under 
Private Native Forestry for the logging of many such remnants 
throughout the Southern Tablelands. A forestry spokesperson suppoting 
firewod felling in the Mount Rae Area has publicly stated that the current 
PNF act can be used to similarly "open up" all the remnant forest areas of 
the region to supply Canberra, Sydney and South Coast markets with 
firewood.These remnants are important carbon sinks and contain many 
of the rare fauna and flora of our region. Approvals for firewood logging 



appear contrary to both government and public concerns for biodiversity 
and greenhouse gas emissions. · 
Firewood for domestic use has many sustainable sources. It is our view 
that converting existing native forests to nothing more than firewood 
plantations is not one of them. 
The introduction to the code says: 

"The object of this Private Native Forestry Code of Practice (the Code) is to 
ensure that a 
regular supply of timber products can be maintained indefmitely for present and 
future 
generations from privately owned forests and Crown land that is not Crown
timber land within 
the meaning of the Forestry Act 1916, while at the same time maintaining non
wood values 
at or above target levels considered necessary by society to prevent 
environmental harm and 
provide environmental services for the common good." 

Our society does not endorse the view that logging the last tall forests of 
the Southern Tablelands for firewood meets the aims of the above 
statement and supply the below information to support our view. 

UPPER LACHLANS DISTINCTIVE NATURAL HERITAGE 

Tall Open Forest was once a major feature over thousands of hectares of 
land covering extensive stretches of what is now the Upper Lachlan 
Shire. The vast majority perhaps of all of this distinctive and valuable 
forest type covered what are now better agricultural and grazing lands as 
well as some of the urban areas of the Shire. The forests were so lush 
and dense that in some places-as have been described to us by 
descendants of the area's older farming families- even ringbarked stands 
were so dense that moving stock through the dead trunks and fallen logs 
could at times be problematic. 
Today the remnants of these stands are generally tiny, rare and isolated 
by extensive tracts of farmland. Over most of the Shire, however, 
evidence of these forest remnants only exist in a few declining giant 
Mountain Gums Eucalyptus dalrympleana and Ribbon Gums Eucalyptus 
viminallis, isolated along roadsides or in grassy paddocks. There are few 
remaining forest stands of any size of these species. Brown Barrel 
Eucalyptus fastigata are even less common in this area. 
These tall forests have vanished from most of the Shire and we would ask 
that the few remaining high quality stands gain recognition and a 
measure of protection. 

CONFLICTS IN LAND USE MANAGEMENT 
Recent years have seen a marked increase in numbers of farmers and 
other private landholders who willingly spend many hours of their time 
restoring eroded, cleared and weedy lands to productivity in both 
agricultural and ecological terms. 



Federal and State Governments annually expend billions of dollars in 
helping fund such projects, many of which involve the planting of 
millions of native trees of local provenance as well as the fencing and 
tending of these reclaimed lands. The local Roslyn Landcare Group has 
received over $360,000 offunding to establish an extensive network of 
corridor plantings linking to TSRs , native vegetation remnants and the 
extensive native vegetation of the Mount Rae area. Preserving these areas 
as vital 'stepping stones' for the future survival of the regions biodiversity 
is vital .Our Society is currently supporting such efforts by funding a 
nest and breeding box project, focussing on this forest and the wildlife 
corridors that have been established. Local community groups such as 
the Crookwell Fauna and Flora have spent considerable time and effort 
creating areas such as facilities to enhance bird observation, among 
other projects valued by an ever increasing portion of both local residents 
and tourists. 
It seems ironic that the felling of forests for short term financial returns 
could be countenanced by any forward thinking government. Just as 
there is no use fixing something that isn't broken, there is surely little 
need to replant trees if they have not been felled. 

Members of the GFNS have visited this area and helped in the 
identification of both vegetation and bird species. We are aware of 
independent environmental consultants reports documenting threatened 
species . Government scientist's reports based on detailed plot surveys 
have revealed vegetation matching the profile of Endangered Ecological 
Communities and healthy vegetation . 
Our Society is aware of the following Threatened Species documented to occur 
on surrounding lands: 
The Powerful Owl 
Barking Owl 
Gang gang cockatoo 
Flame robin 
Scarlet robin 
Varied sittella 
Greater Broadnosed bat 
Eastern Bentwing bat 
Buttercup Doubletail orchid 
Alpine Tree fmg 

Councils own LEP labels this area as "biodiversity significant" , an 
important part of a regional vegetation corridor, and even the developer 
has now admitted to the endangered species ,the EPBC act listed 
Buttercup Doubletail orchid , existing on properties approved for logging 
under the current code. 

The firewood developer and a forestry spokesperson's claim that justification for 
the business is the need to improve and rejuvenate it (by clearing with forestry 
machinery and chainsawing trees) is unsupported by any scientific evidence of 
which we are aware. In the case of the Buttercup Doubletail (Diuris aequalis) all 



available scientific evidence is to the contxary. The developer has in the past 
denied the presence of this orchid but surveys carried out both on the 
developer's lands (and others with PNF approvals) and a number of 
neighbouring properties have confirmed that this forest represents existing 
habitat for this species. As this species flower infrequently it would be expected 
that further surveys would reveal more. The requirement by the DECCW for this 
species is to maintain the current land practices. Clearing lands with a bulldozer 
for firewood as has happenned in the past, and introducing sheep into this forest 
hardly demonstrates any concerns for this species, its future or the environment 
in general. 
Understorey species are affected by the structural integrity of the forest. Removal 
of forest canopy would have a negative rather than positive effect on such 
species. Rather than "letting the light shine in", the sudden exposure of such 
species to wind, dessication and significantly higher light intensities can remove 
the microclimate, canopy and protective conditions necessary for established 
plants to survive. 
Forest floor disturbance (as well as canopy removal) is likely to see the incursion 
of weeds.Perhaps this is the diverse understorey the developer is aiming for
exotic weeds? 
Likewise the removal of trees together with the heavy disturbance incurred 
during logging, haulage, clearing and stockpiling operations cannot reasonably 
be regarded as being of no environmental impact as the proponent has claimed. 
The hypothesis put forward repeatedly over past development applications to 
council that 'thinning' followed by' gapping' will improve the likelihood of trees 
maturing to hollow bearing stage is again unsupported by evidence. The 
contention would appear to follow an argument that less density equates to less 
competition, therefore bigger trees, therefore more hollows. If so, the argument is 
spurious as hollow bearing is frequently related to both age and the effects of 
pathogens and insect activity rather than girth. Indeed many hollow bearing 
trees in the Goulburn region are no thicker than a human leg. It is generally 
accepted that hollows occur most frequently in older trees (especially in older 
stand) in gullies, in areas with no previous logging, and on flat terrain. The 
regrowth nature of Mount Rae forest necessarily implies a smaller than optimal 
number of hollow bearing trees at this stage and large hollows could be expected 
to increase over time without the need for human intervention. 
The concept of producing a multi-aged mixed stand of eucalypts with an 
increasingly diverse understorey is questionable at best. While the assumption 
that thinning will allow sequential regenerating of young trees may be valid, the 
survival of large old trees is jeopardised by the removal of supporting canopy 
and the shock of a radical change to microclimate. 
The occurrence of the Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua )is of particular significance. 
This species is ecologically akin to a nocturnal eagle, requiring large areas (about 
1 square kilometres in ideal habitat, probably many more times more in this 
heavily cleared district) of suitable habitat (mostly open forests with patches of 
dense foliage) populated by possums, especially gliders. Canopy reduction of the 
area would greatly reduce the food resource of its prey. Habitat loss, 
fragmentation, inappropriate forestry practices, disturbance, and increased 



predation by feral animals associated through foresh'Y thinning and gapping are 
all tlu·eats likely to affect this species in this area. 
These large forest owls (the Barking Owl (Ninox connivens) another threatened 
species has also been verified) and the areas hollow dependent mammals will all 
suffer from the significant reduction in tree densities. This operation cannot 
enhance the requirements for such species. 
Natural attrition rather than removal by logging will enhance habitat values over 
time. 

The GFNS hopes that our views will be given serious consideration and may 
help to contribute to a forestry code for Southern NSW which can better meet the 
objectives of preventing environmental harm and providing environmental 
services for the common good . 

Sincerely 
Di Moran 
Secretary 
Goulburn Field Naturalists Society 




