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Parks and reserves protect more than six and a half million hectares of NSW, or 
around 8% of the state. Many other valuable landscapes and habitats exist on 
land that is privately owned or managed by local authorities. DECC works with 
government agencies, private landholders and community groups to ensure this 
land is managed to protect native plants and animals and minimise the impacts 
of salinity, contaminated soils and water quality on biodiversity, threatened species, 
riverbanks and ecosystems.

Integrated landscape management 
for long-term ecological, social and 
economic sustainability



Context
It is vital that the health of native plants, animals and 
ecosystems is maintained and their diversity is conserved 
as they have a fundamental right to exist and thrive. 
Healthy native flora, fauna and ecosystems also provide 
human populations with fresh water sources, productive 
forests and ocean resources, and allow people to 
connect with and enjoy the natural environment.

The extreme conditions associated with ongoing 
drought continue to affect land across NSW, including 
riverine and groundwater-dependent ecosystems. 
In addition, much of the state’s vegetation has been 
cleared, thinned or significantly disturbed for decades. 

To minimise these impacts, in 2007–08 DECC expanded 
the area of protected reserves it manages, introduced 
more effective management techniques, and improved 
threatened species conservation and land clearing 
controls. DECC worked with farmers, private landowners, 
conservationists and community groups, scientists, other 
government agencies and Aboriginal communities on 
statewide programs such as the Monitoring, Evaluation 
and Reporting Strategy, Aboriginal heritage conservation 
projects, the NSW Threatened Species Priorities Action 
Statement, and the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative 
reported on in chapter 2.

NSW national parks and reserves attract more than 22 
million visitors a year. DECC aims to improve the quality 
of visitors’ experiences and increase visitation to parks 
and reserves in line with NSW State Plan objectives. Over 
the last decade, national and marine parks have been 
extended and more people are using and enjoying them. 
This includes Aboriginal people for whom connection to 
Country is often critical for the maintenance of culture 
and improved social wellbeing. DECC is managing 
protected areas to ensure visitor and conservation needs 
are balanced, enable Aboriginal people to co-manage 
national parks and improve community knowledge of 
Aboriginal culture. 

Outcomes
DECC aims to integrate landscape management for long-
term ecological, social and economic sustainability by:

•	 improving	the	condition	of	natural	resources

•	 conserving	biodiversity	and	threatened	species,	and	
increasing areas of native vegetation

•	 contributing	to	increased	tourism	and	community	
wellbeing through parks and reserves, and investing 
in environmental projects for regional development

•	 conserving	natural	and	cultural	values	through	an	
integrated system of public and private lands

•	 protecting	and	revitalising	Aboriginal	culture	and	
heritage

•	 increasing	Aboriginal	participation	in	land,	water	and	
natural resource management.

Key drivers
Our work in the area of integrated landscape 
management is informed by:

•	 State Plan – A New Direction for NSW (www.nsw.gov.au/
stateplan)

•	 NSW Biodiversity and Climate Change Adaptation 
Framework (www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
threatenedspecies/climatechange.htm)

•	 National Biodiversity and Climate Change Action Plan 
(www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/publications/
nbccap/)

•	 Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (www.
environment.nsw.gov.au/legislation/legislation.htm)

•	 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (www.environment.
nsw.gov.au/legislation/legislation.htm)

•	 Native Vegetation Act 2003 (www.environment.nsw.gov.
au/legislation/legislation.htm)

•	 Monitoring,	Evaluation	and	Reporting	Strategy	

•	 NSW Threatened Species Priorities Action Statement 
(www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/
tsprofile/home_PAS_new.aspx).

Performance indicators
DECC measures performance in the area of integrated 
landscape management through the following 
performance indicators:

•	 RiverBank,	Living	Murray	and	Wetland	Recovery	
Program

•	 DECC	prosecutions	completed	under	conservation	
legislation

•	 Approved	property	vegetation	plans

•	 Land	managed	by	DECC	for	conservation

•	 Reserves	covered	by	an	adopted	fire	management	
strategy

•	 Discovery education programs

•	 Adopted	plans	of	management	for	the	reserve	system

•	 Private	and	unreserved	land	in	NSW	managed	for	
conservation 

•	 Aboriginal	Place	declarations	for	sites	of	Aboriginal	
cultural significance

•	 Aboriginal	ancestral	remains	and	collections	of	cultural	
material repatriated to Aboriginal communities

•	 Formal	agreements	with	Aboriginal	communities	for	
co-management of protected areas
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Improve the condition  
of natural resources

Water for the environment
DECC is responsible for programs that revive waterways 
and improve DECC’s capacity to increase the extent and 
duration of flows to important wetlands such as the 
Macquarie Marshes. Programs DECC manages include 
NSW	RiverBank,	the	NSW	Rivers	Environmental	Restoration	
Program (RERP), the NSW Wetland Recovery Program (WRP) 
and	The	Living	Murray	(TLM).	These	programs	are	building	
on the initial outcomes achieved through allocating 
environmental water through water sharing plans made 
under the Water Management Act 2000. 

Through	RiverBank,	the	NSW	Government	has	led	the	way	
nationally by implementing the first market-based water 
recovery program, purchasing water licences from willing 
sellers. DECC committed $25 million to the purchase of 
water	entitlements	through	NSW	RiverBank	in	2007–08	and	
will continue to fund the program through to 2010–11. 

RERP,	WRP	and	TLM	are	each	jointly	funded	by	the	NSW	
and Commonwealth governments, and involve purchasing 
water licences, saving water, and improving environmental 
water delivery through infrastructure works, investing 
in knowledge to improve environmental water decision 
making, and investing in improved management of 
privately-owned wetlands. 

DECC is working with the Commonwealth Government 
to manage environmental water held by the new 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder. The newly 
established	Murray	Darling	Basin	Authority	will	develop	a	
Basin	Plan	which	will	integrate	all	environmental	water	use	
within	the	Murray	Darling	Basin,	and	DECC	will	have	an	
important	role	in	informing	the	development	of	the	Basin	
Plan over the next two years.

  C a s e  s t u d y

NsW RiverBank acquires water for wetlands
NSW RiverBank had a strong first year of operation, 
increasing its holdings from 16,681 megalitres to 32,104 
megalitres of environmental water by 30 June 2008. 
Commonwealth funding of $20 million under the NSW 
Rivers Environmental Restoration Program helped NSW 
RiverBank meets its target.

NSW RiverBank negotiated with southern NSW markets 
to recover water for six Murray River sites through 
the Living Murray program. Approximately 15,000 
megalitres of water entitlement was gained by 30 June 
2008, in addition to 100,000 megalitres purchased from 
Murray Irrigation Limited. 

The first use was made of adaptive environmental 
water held by NSW RiverBank, with approximately 700 
megalitres of water delivered to the Macquarie Marshes. 
This water supported the successful breeding of some 
2,000 waterbirds, including egrets, that had commenced 
nesting in response to earlier inflows to the marshes. 
These earlier flows marked the largest flood in the 

A flock of egrets flies over the Macquarie Marshes. 
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marshes in seven years, due partly to extensive local 
rainfall. 

In April 2008, DECC staff in Coonabarabran organised 
four-wheel drive tours to the Macquarie Marshes so the 
public could see the waterbirds. Visitors observed flocks 
of magpie geese, black swans, ibis and ducks, and a 
large colony of great and intermediate egrets. 
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Ramsar wetlands
The Paroo River Wetlands site was added to the Ramsar list 
of internationally important wetlands in September 2007. 
The wetlands support threatened plant and animal species 
and significant native fish communities, and are some 
of the most important wetland systems for migratory 
waterbirds in south-eastern Australia. The wetlands are 
primarily fed by the Paroo River, the last remaining free-
flowing	river	in	the	northern	Murray	Darling	Basin.

The nomination of the site was supported by the 
traditional	owners	of	the	Paroo	River	country,	the	Baakandji	
and	Budjiti	people.	A	publication	about	the	Aboriginal	
values of the Paroo River Wetlands was produced for the 
Ramsar listing. 

Projects to describe the ecological characteristics of 
the	Myall	Lakes	and	Towra	Point	Ramsar	sites	were	also	
undertaken in 2007–08.

Wetland initiatives
In 2007–08, DECC established new reserves or added to 
existing reserves to protect vulnerable wetland habitat. 
Lake	Macquarie	State	Conservation	Area	gained	another	
94 hectares of land while 217 hectares were added to the 
Towra Point Nature Reserve. 

The following projects were initiated in 2007–08 and will 
be gazetted in 2008–09:

•	 approximately	8,536	hectares	of	land	will	be	added	to	
the Macquarie Marshes Nature Reserve to significantly 
enhance water flows in the reserve and conserve 
threatened species 

•	 4,000	hectares	were	acquired	to	create	the	proposed	
new	Upper	Barwon	River	Nature	Reserve,	which	will	
secure vulnerable woodland and 25 kilometres of land 
along	the	Barwon	River,	and	include	land	between	
Thalaba and Pagan creeks 

•	 5,976	hectares	of	additional	land	will	be	added	to	
the	Narran	Lake	National	Park	to	allow	for	better	
management of water and conservation of wetlands 
and migratory bird habitat 

•	 4,000	hectares	of	additional	land	will	be	added	to	
the Kalyarr National Park to help conserve riverine 
vegetation 

•	 539	hectares	were	acquired	in	the	Yarrahapinni	wetlands

•	 87	hectares	were	acquired	as	part	of	the	expansion	of	
the Darawank and Minimbah wetland reserves. 

Under	the	Coastal	Wetlands	Land	Acquisition	Program,	
funded by the Environmental Trust, DECC acquires land 
to protect coastal wetlands and to restore or rehabilitate 
degraded coastal wetlands. In 2007–08, DECC acquired 
654	hectares	of	land.

DECC continued its work to protect wetlands through 
a major project on floodplain management. A more 
streamlined approach to rural floodplain management 
planning is being developed that will improve connectivity 
between floodplains and ensure floodwaters can reach 
important wetlands in NSW. 

DECC also worked closely with other NSW agencies to 
develop a floodplain harvesting policy. This policy will 
regulate floodplain harvesting activities through the 
statutory framework for water management and will better 
protect water entitlements, including those purchased 
under	programs	such	as	NSW	RiverBank	and	the	NSW	
Wetland Recovery Program.

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

RiverBank, Living murray and Wetland Recovery 
Program 

Definition: This indicator measures the amount of water entitlement, 
measured in megalitres (ML), acquired by NSW RiverBank, the Living 
Murray Program and the NSW Wetland Recovery Program in the 
target river valleys of NSW. (One megalitre equals one million litres. In 
comparison, an Olympic-sized swimming pool holds about two-and-a-
half megalitres.)
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Interpretation: Water entitlements are a share of the water available 
in storage, which varies with seasonal rainfall and river catchment 
runoff. General security (GS) is the most common entitlement 
available to water market operators such as irrigators. As an example, 
GS availability might be announced with a 50% allocation. That would 
mean a holder with a 100-ML licence entitlement could use 50 ML 
of water. Allocations increase throughout a year if water availability 
improves. In most areas, general security allocation is only issued after 
high security allocation is at or close to 100%. 

NSW RiverBank and the NSW Wetland Recovery Program purchase 
target GS water entitlement but will also acquire small volumes of 
high security and supplementary access entitlement. NSW RiverBank 
and the NSW Wetland Recovery Program acquired 32,104 ML and 
2,769 ML of water entitlement respectively by 30 June 2008. The 
Living Murray program is targeting a mix of general and high security 
licences and had contracted or settled a total of 28,369 ML by 30 June 
2008.

DECC will manage water acquired by NSW RiverBank and the NSW 
Wetland Recovery Program and water allocated for environmental 
purposes in water sharing plans made under the Water Management 
Act. Water recovered under The Living Murray program will be 
managed by the Murray Darling Basin Commission under an 
intergovernmental agreement involving all basin jurisdictions.

Allocations have been very low or zero percent in many valleys due 
to the continuing drought. However, 692 ML of NSW RiverBank and 
NSW Wetland Recovery Program water was used in April 2008, in 
conjunction with an environmental water release of 8,000 ML from 
Burrendong Dam under the Macquarie–Cudgegong Water Sharing 
Plan, to support the successful conclusion of bird breeding in the 
Macquarie Marshes. 
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Macquarie Marshes  
inundation history map 
Under the NSW Wetland Recovery Program, the inundation 
history of the Macquarie Marshes was mapped using 
annual	Landsat	satellite	images	over	a	28-year	period	from	
1979	to	2006.	

Measuring inundation at large landscape scales and over 
long timeframes enables DECC to effectively manage 
regulated rivers, environmental flows and floodplain 
wetlands. Inundation history information also enables 
DECC to analyse the hydrological and ecological success of 
environmental flows as it provides a historical comparison 
of events. 

This inundation history map will contribute to an improved 
understanding of this important wetland and help to 
better manage its biodiversity values.

Monitoring Evaluation and  
Reporting Strategy
The NSW Natural Resources Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Strategy (MER Strategy) was adopted by the 
NSW	Government	in	2006.	The	strategy	is	a	major	initiative	
under	State	Plan	Priority	E4	(Better	outcomes	for	native	
vegetation, biodiversity, land, rivers, and coastal waterways) 
to deliver better environmental outcomes by measuring 
progress	towards	13	targets	at	a	regional,	catchment	and	
statewide scale. DECC is responsible for meeting eight of 
the targets, to improve native vegetation, native fauna, 
threatened species, wetlands, estuaries and coastal lakes, 
soil condition, land capability and community capacity, as 
well as contributing substantially to the targets to improve 
rivers and marine waters. 

As part of the MER Strategy, DECC initiated the collection, 
collation and analysis of data for state of the catchments 
reporting. Two pilot draft state of the catchments reports 
explaining ways in which the eight targets were met at 
a catchment level were produced for the Hunter–Central 
Rivers and Central West regions. Through the pilot projects, 
a framework was developed to integrate existing data into 
a simple visual representation of catchment health. 

These reports will be evaluated before the framework 
is extended to the other 11 catchment management 
authorities. In 2008–09, DECC will design and deliver state 
of the catchment reports that:

•	 provide	a	preliminary	assessment	of	the	condition	of	
natural resources in each region and the stresses on 
those natural resources

•	 inform	investment	decisions	within	and	between	
regions, and by other natural resource managers

•	 assess	progress	towards	the	eight	targets.

MER programs
Progress in 2007–08 on MER programs being managed by 
DECC include:

•	 Indicators	of	native	vegetation	extent	and	condition,	
and the percentage of land covered by native 
vegetation	in	NSW,	were	trialled.	For	the	condition	
assessment, monitoring sites were established in 
four regions to determine the effects of land use and 
management on native vegetation.

•	 Three	mapping	and	classification	standards	to	improve	
the nature, quality and extent of native vegetation 
data were approved for publication. The standards 
dealt	with	monitoring	the	extent	of	Montreal	Forests	
and woody vegetation, and operational definitions of 
native vegetation. A further standard dealing with native 
vegetation composition is being developed. 

•	 Records	in	the	NSW	Wildlife	Atlas	and	in	other	fauna	
databases	such	as	those	held	by	Birds	Australia	were	
analysed so the number of sustainable populations of 
mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian and freshwater fish 
species could be assessed and reported on. Monitoring 
programs are being established for significant fauna.

•	 Threatened	species	records	were	analysed	to	determine	
the proportion of the pre-European distribution of 
each species remaining, to report on the recovery 
of threatened species, populations and ecological 
communities.

•	 Indicators	including	extent,	biological	condition,	
water quality and soil condition were assessed to 
report on the condition of important wetlands across 
NSW. Pressure indicators were also developed for the 
following threats: excessive sediment and nutrient 
concentrations, negative flow regimes, habitat 
modification, pest species, acidity and salinity.

•	 Data	for	algae,	turbidity,	seagrass,	mangroves,	saltmarsh	
and fish were collected to develop indicators to report 
on the condition of estuaries and coastal lakes along 
the NSW coastline. Pressure indicators assessed included 
cleared land, population, sediment and nutrient inflows, 
tidal and freshwater flow regimes, disturbed habitat and 
fish catch indicators.
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DECC is using planar technology to map vegetation coverage, soil erosion 
and other natural resource attributes. 
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•	 A	soil	health	index	and	simplified	report	cards	have	
been developed to report soil health on a catchment 
or statewide scale. A soil watch kit for soil monitoring 
by landholders has been developed and is being 
introduced to catchment management authorities. 
Baseline	data	collection,	analysis	and	reporting	will	
be completed in 2008–09. Supporting information 
is also being developed, including land use and 
land management data and land and soils capability 
mapping for NSW. 

•	 The	capacity	of	natural	resource	managers	to	contribute	
to regional natural resource management issues is being 
reported on. Key natural resource manager groups have 
been identified in some regions and the capacity of 
people to adapt to situations that affect their livelihoods 
is being assessed.

Working with catchment management 
authorities
Catchment management authorities (CMAs) deliver 
programs that remediate or improve natural resources 
such as native vegetation and soils, and deal with 
environmental hazards such as salinity. DECC provides the 
13	CMAs	in	NSW	with	state-level	administration	and	grant	
funding	from	the	State	Sustainability	Fund	and	the	NSW	
Land	and	Water	Management	Plan.	Both	NSW	and	the	
Commonwealth governments provide funding from the 
National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality Program. 
In 2007–08, $214 million of joint State/Commonwealth 
funding and $41 million of state funding was expended by 
CMAs to implement strategies dealing with water quality, 
salinity, agricultural land and urban infrastructure issues. 

DECC reviews catchment action plans and associated 
investment strategies. DECC also provides CMAs and 
community groups with technical support for salinity 
issues and the development of the Waterwatch program, 
and	state	level	support	for	Landcare,	administration	of	
appointments	of	CMA	Board	members	and	strategic	
operations.

In 2007–08, DECC provided the following assistance to 
CMAs: 

•	 development	of	the	hydrogeological	landscape	model,	
which is based on the interaction of groundwater, 
geology, soils, regolith and climate in creating salinity. 
This model, developed with Geoscience Australia and 
the University of Canberra for Central West CMA, will be 
fine tuned and implemented in 2008–09. 

•	 expertise	in	soils	mapping	for	projects	in	Western	NSW	
and for identifying irrigation salinity. 

•	 training	in	the	identification	of	salinity	hazards	and	
management for CMA staff, landholders, community 
groups and schools, and local government.

•	 technical	assessments	and	advice	on	salinity	for	
landholders and mining operations, and CMAs.

•	 production	of	the	annual	Basin	Salinity	Management	
Strategy Report for NSW, in partnership with the 
Department of Water and Energy, and salinity indicators 
for	the	National	Land	and	Water	Resources	Audit.

Prosecutions
DECC can commence prosecutions for offences under 
native vegetation, threatened species, parks, wildlife and 
Aboriginal heritage provisions. Significant prosecutions that 
took place during 2007 –08 include:

Timothy Wayne Keys – threatened species 
and protected fauna offences
In September 2007, Mr Timothy Wayne Keys was convicted 
in	Raymond	Terrace	Local	Court	for	four	offences	relating	
to the illegal possession and sale of threatened species 
and protected fauna. The charges related to over 70 native 
birds and reptiles. Mr Keys was the owner and operator of 
a pet shop in Saltash and holder of a number of expired 
licences to keep birds and reptiles. The offences were 
discovered following an undercover operation carried out 
by DECC officers. Mr Keys was fined $7,500 for the offences.

John Archibald Knox – damage reserved 
lands
In October 2007, Mr John Archibald Knox was convicted in 
the	NSW	Land	and	Environment	Court	of	causing	damage	
to vegetation in Goulburn River National Park. Mr Knox 
was	convicted	and	ordered	to	pay	a	fine	of	$13,200	and	
legal costs. Mr Knox operated an aerial pesticide-spraying 
business and was engaged to spray pesticide from his 
helicopter over a neighbouring property. The spray drifted 
into the park and caused damage to vegetation over an 
area	of	3.7	hectares.

Lisa and Timothy O’Neill – disturbing and 
damaging Aboriginal objects
In	August	2007,	Mrs	Lisa	O’Neill	and	Mr	Timothy	O’Neill	
were	each	convicted	in	the	NSW	Land	and	Environment	
Court of two offences relating to unlawfully disturbing 
and damaging an Aboriginal midden. Mr and Mrs O’Neill 
were each fined $800 for the two offences and were 
ordered to pay DECC’s legal costs. The offences occurred 
when Mr and Mrs O’Neill engaged contractors to move an 
Aboriginal midden situated near their house to facilitate 
construction works on their property. The process of 
moving the Aboriginal midden damaged objects including 
shells and bones.

Colin Alfred Taylor – clearing native 
vegetation
In November 2007, Mr Colin Taylor was convicted in the 
NSW	Land	and	Environment	Court	of	illegally	clearing	
native vegetation. Mr Taylor was fined $20,000 and ordered 
to pay legal costs. The offence concerned the clearing of 
30	hectares	of	native	vegetation	on	Mr	Taylor’s	property	
north-west of Kempsey. The clearing was detected in 
December 2004 by the former Department of Natural 
Resources’ SPOT 5 satellite monitoring program. 
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Tomerong Quarry Pty Ltd – pick plants part 
of a threatened species
In	July	2007,	Tomerong	Quarry	Pty	Ltd	was	convicted	in	
the	Nowra	Local	Court	of	picking	plants	that	were	part	of	
a threatened species. The company was fined $10,000 and 
ordered to pay legal costs. The offence occurred when its 
employees were told to clear the vegetation on a site for 
which development consent had been sought to build 
a worm farm. The vegetation included the threatened 
species Melaleuca boconvexa.

Lawrence Kenneth Weismantel – clearing 
native vegetation
In	June	2008,	Mr	Lawrence	Weismantel	was	convicted	in	
Kempsey	Local	Court	of	illegally	clearing	native	vegetation.	
Mr	Weismantel	was	fined	$6,000	and	ordered	to	pay	legal	
costs. The offence concerned the clearing of 11 hectares 
of native vegetation on Mr Weismantel’s property near 
Kempsey.

Native vegetation compliance and 
enforcement activities
DECC has integrated native vegetation compliance and 
enforcement into its other environmental regulatory work. 
Native vegetation compliance and enforcement activities 
improve the environment by increasing awareness and 
understanding of environmental issues and responsibilities 
leading to behavioural change. DECC is promoting 
voluntary compliance with native vegetation legislation, to 
help the community understand and meet its obligations 
at the lowest possible cost.

DECC prepared the Native Vegetation Compliance and 
Enforcement Strategy which is due to be released in 
2008–09. It will provide strategic direction for compliance 
and enforcement activities in a transparent and clear 
decision making framework, and will assist DECC to identify 
the regulated community, establish compliance and 
enforcement priorities, promote and monitor compliance, 
respond to non-compliance and communicate results.

In 2007–08, under native vegetation legislation, DECC 
finalised 2 prosecutions, commenced a further 9 
prosecutions,	issued	6	stop	work	orders,	issued	7	
remediation directions requiring remedial action to be 
taken in relation to over 800 hectares of cleared land, 
issued	4	penalty	notices	and	sent	66	formal	warning	and	
advisory letters. These activities build on our credible 
regulatory framework and send a signal of deterrence 
about illegal land clearing.

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

Prosecutions completed under conservation 
legislation

Definition: This indicator measures the number of prosecutions 
completed under native vegetation, threatened species, parks, 
wildlife and Aboriginal heritage legislation, the proportion that were 
successful and the resulting value of fines awarded by the Land and 
Environment Court or local courts. ‘Successful’ refers to prosecution 
cases that DECC won. These include cases where the defendant was 
convicted and a penalty was imposed and cases where the DECC case 
was proved but no conviction or penalty was imposed. See Appendix 8 
for details of all completed DECC prosecutions.

DECC prosecutions completed under native vegetation, threatened 
species, parks, wildlife and Aboriginal heritage legislation
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Interpretation: In 2007–08, total fines of $91,848 were imposed 
for breaches of native vegetation, threatened species, parks, wildlife 
and Aboriginal heritage legislation. The level of fines is lower than in 
the previous financial year, mainly because several very major cases 
were completed in 2006–07. In 2007–08, considerable attention was 
given to progressing native vegetation matters. Fines of $26,000 
were imposed for native vegetation offences this year compared with 
fines of $3,300 in 2006–07. Of the 59 prosecutions commenced under 
native vegetation, threatened species, wildlife and Aboriginal heritage 
legislation this year, 10 were for offences under native vegetation 
legislation. This is a considerably higher number than in previous 
years.
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Native vegetation ventures
During	the	year,	DECC	worked	with	the	Border	Rivers–
Gwydir, Hunter Central Rivers and Namoi CMAs to 
complete high quality native vegetation mapping in their 
catchments. DECC also assisted Murray CMA to develop 
and implement a catchment-wide biodiversity baseline 
monitoring project. 

DECC has progressed the design and implementation 
of a vegetation information system for NSW. Ultimately, 
this information system will store spatial and descriptive 
data for all native vegetation in NSW. It will also deliver 
vegetation-related information to stakeholders, including 
raw data, maps, descriptions and specialist reports built by 
users, and allow a freer flow of information between the 
State and Commonwealth governments.

Monitoring native vegetation 
In 2007, the NSW Government committed $24 million over 
four years to improve monitoring of native vegetation 
change, and compliance with native vegetation legislation. 
These funds are being used to purchase high resolution 
imagery and systems to improve monitoring. 

High resolution imagery from the SPOT5 satellite has 
been acquired to help deliver these outcomes. The SPOT5 
images have a 10-metre multi-spectral pixel and 2.5-metre 
panchromatic pixel resolution which makes them much 
clearer	than	Landsat	images.	Images	for	all	of	NSW	for	
2007–08 are being acquired and will be made available in 
2008–09. 

A new computer and image storage facility has been 
purchased to accommodate and process this data. This 
facility will be located in Sydney, with sub-nodes at Grafton 
and Dubbo, and will be commissioned during 2008–09. 

DECC is collaborating with the University of Queensland, 
Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Water, 
Landcare	Research	(NZ)	and	Geoscience	Australia,	to	
develop automated methods to process the enormous 
amount of information being acquired. This research will 
continue during 2008–09. When the storage facility is 
more established, further opportunities for collaboration in 
natural resource monitoring will be explored.

Native vegetation reports
The NSW woody vegetation change report 2006–07 and 
NSW Native Vegetation Report Card provide a widespread 
picture of native vegetation in NSW. They demonstrate 
that the NSW Government is honouring its commitment 
to end broadscale land clearing and that the state’s natural 
resources are being responsibly managed. 

The	woody	vegetation	report	is	based	on	Landsat	satellite	
imagery which tracks all changes to woody vegetation 
where	the	canopy	cover	is	greater	than	20%.	The	Landsat	
survey demonstrated that the total loss in area of woody 
native	vegetation	during	2006–07	was	0.3%	of	NSW,	or	
243,000	hectares.	Of	this,	more	than	80%,	or	202,000	
hectares, was caused by large-scale bushfires, mainly in the 

Pilliga	and	Blue	Mountain	forests.	Most	of	this	vegetation	
is expected to regenerate over time. The remainder of the 
loss, at just over 18,500 hectares, was due to the impacts 
of fire, clearing for pastures and crop planting, thinning of 
woody vegetation, forestry activities and clearing for the 
establishment of rural infrastructure. 

DECC produces Native Vegetation Report Cards every 
six months to inform the public about conservation, 
revegetation, and management and clearing of native 
vegetation. DECC collects and analyses data from 
databases	held	by	DECC,	Department	of	Lands,	Forests	
NSW and the CMAs. 

From	1	July	to	31	December	2007,	over	167,000	hectares	of	
native vegetation were conserved or improved across NSW. 
In	contrast,	CMAs	approved	clearing	of	only	3,500	hectares	
and only on the condition that environmental values were 
maintained or improved through mechanisms such as the 
use of offsets. 

Over the 12-month period to June 2008, only 5,500 
hectares of native vegetation were approved for clearing, 
and almost 448,900 hectares of native vegetation were 
conserved or improved.

The information in these reports is used by DECC, CMAs 
and others to help target investment and compliance 
priorities.

Native Vegetation Report Card results
Category July 2007 – June 2008

Conservation – area added to the 
NSW reserve system or to private 
lands managed for conservation.

88,400 hectares, with 64% of this 
area added to the public reserve 
system.

Restoration or revegetation – area 
on which vegetation condition 
was improved through incentive 
funding for property vegetation 
plans and native plantations, 
or National Heritage Trust and 
National Action Plan funding.

360,500 hectares, most of the 
area being funded by the National 
Heritage Trust and National Action 
Plan (153,900 hectares) and 
incentive property vegetation plans 
(147,600 hectares).

Management – sustainable 
management, including 
management of invasive native 
scrub, private native forestry and 
rangeland, and weed removal 
programs on state protected land.

1,100,300 hectares, much of the 
area being for management of 
invasive native scrub (643,900 
hectares).

Approved clearing – clearing 
approved under property 
vegetation plans or development 
applications where environmental 
outcomes are maintained 
or improved, or under other 
legislation (such as the Plantations 
and Reafforestation Act 1999)

5,500 hectares, with most 
of the area approved where 
environmental outcomes were 
maintained or improved. 
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Property vegetation plans
The Native Vegetation Act 2003 established property 
vegetation plans (PVPs) as the negotiated agreements 
between CMAs and landholders to establish areas for 
clearing,	offsets	and	incentives.	A	total	of	1,130	PVPs	have	
been approved, including 785 PVPs that involve incentives. 
In total, these PVPs cover more than 240,000 hectares. 

In 2007–08, CMAs approved approximately 5,000 hectares 
of clearing, with more than 12,000 hectares of associated 
offsets. This is compared to clearing approvals of more 
than	12,000	hectares	in	2005–06,	and	much	higher	levels	
under the previous legislation.

On	30	May	2008,	DECC	rolled	out	a	new	software	system	
called PADACS which has been designed to create, 
manage and record PVPs. The Department is working with 
the CMAs to support its implementation. 

Native vegetation legislative reform
Further	amendments	to	the	Native	Vegetation	Regulation	
2005 allow for minor changes to the clearing assessment. 
The amendments enable the clearing of degraded 
vegetation in exchange for good quality offsets in certain 
circumstances. All proposals are still required to include 
measures to improve or maintain environmental outcomes. 

In March 2008, the Minister approved two assessment 
protocols that provide a test for when an accredited 
expert can reclassify the condition of native vegetation, 
reclassify the percentage of cleared threshold for a Mitchell 
landscape or vegetation type, or vary the regional value of 
vegetation. 

Public outdoor recreation facilities have been added 
to the list of local government infrastructure that is 
exempt from the need for a clearing assessment under 
the Native Vegetation Act 2003. This amendment provides 
local councils with a streamlined assessment process to 
approve clearing for the purpose of constructing public 
outdoor recreational facilities such as playing fields and 
playgrounds.

Private native forestry
Amendments to the Native Vegetation Regulation 2005 
commenced on 1 August 2007 to bring native forestry 
operations under the Native Vegetation Act 2003. The Private 
Native	Forestry	Code	of	Practice	came	into	force	at	the	
same time to support the legal changes. 

The Code promotes the sustainable management of 
private forests, by balancing the requirement that forestry 
operations improve or maintain environmental outcomes 
with the need to ensure that communities and businesses 
that rely on private forests are sustained. Some key 
requirements in the Code include:

•	 exclusion	of	harvesting	in	rainforests	and	old	growth	
forests, on land adjacent to waterways and on steep 
land.

•	 protection	of	biodiversity	values,	so	for	example,	
exclusion zones are required around certain threatened 
flora, and habitat and feed trees for threatened fauna 
must be retained. No harvesting is permitted in a 
wetland or within 20 metres of a wetland.

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

approved property vegetation plans 

Definition: This indicator measures the total area of land maintained 
or improved each year by property vegetation plans (cumulative). A 
property vegetation plan (PVP) is a voluntary agreement under the 
Native Vegetation Act 2003, negotiated between a landholder, or a 
group of landholders, and the local CMA, which assesses and approves 
the PVP.

This annual data includes offset arrangements, incentive areas, 
Invasive Native Scrub PVPs and Thinning PVPs. It does not include 
clearing statistics or PVPs for private native forestry. 

Total area of land maintained or improved by property vegetation 
plans
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Interpretation: The Native Vegetation Act 2003 did not commence 
until December 2005, so the 2005–06 figure only incorporates seven 
months of data. Initially PVPs were taken up slowly by landholders 
as they were a new concept. The significant increase in 2006–07 
and 2007–08 is due to large PVPs approved in western NSW for the 
management of invasive native scrub (approximately 450,000 and 
690,000 hectares respectively). 
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The Private Native Forestry Code of Practice contains protocols to protect 
threatened species, such as koalas, and their habitats. 
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•	 minimum	silvicultural	requirements	are	required	during	
harvesting, such as retaining a minimum level of ‘tree 
area’ per hectare. Harvesting is not permitted below 
these minimum tree retention areas.

•	 there	must	be	minimum	stand	stocking	requirements	
for forest regeneration before further harvesting is 
permitted.

•	 there	are	limits	on	where	and	how	harvesting	
operations can occur to prevent soil erosion or 
sedimentation, and to protect water quality.

Approval through a private native forestry property 
vegetation	plan	(PNF	PVP)	is	required	to	carry	out	forestry	
operations	on	private	land.	A	PNF	PVP	is	a	legally	binding	
agreement	between	a	landholder	and	the	Minister.	PNF	
PVPs are valid for up to 15 years, giving landowners the 
security they need to make long-term forest management 
decisions. 

As at June 2008, DECC had received 1,592 enquiries, 
approved	418	PNF	PVPs	covering	115,466	hectares	and	
drafted	a	further	556	PNF	PVPs.	The	NSW	Government	has	
provided	$29.3	million	for	industry	assistance,	$4	million	for	
training	and	accreditation	and	$3.7	million	to	support	the	
implementation of the Code. Assistance is also available 
for landholders under the Native Vegetation Assistance 
Package.

In	2007–08,	DECC	completed	50	audits	of	PNF	operations	
under the Native Vegetation Act 2003. A few operations 
had minor areas of non-compliance which have now 
been resolved. Compliance action is being progressed 
against one operation which was found to be operating 
without an approved PVP or consent. DECC investigated an 
operation for breach of a consent issued under the Native 
Vegetation Conservation Act 1997 and issued penalty notices 
worth $4,800.

  C a s e  s t u d y

threatened species protected under the  
Private Native forestry Code of Practice
As an example of how the Private Native Forestry Code 
of Practice works, a landholder who had dry and moist 
eucalypt forest on their property applied for a private 
native forestry property vegetation plan (PNF PVP). 
DECC provided a sketch map showing various landscape 
features that could not be harvested, including a 250-
metre strip of rainforest. The landholder accepted the 
rainforest mapping as accurate, and agreed that forestry 
operations would not take place in rainforest areas.

DECC then completed a search for records of any 
threatened species within a one-kilometre radius. Two 
threatened species were found immediately adjacent to 
the proposed PVP area. A map showing the name and 
location of the species was supplied to the landholder.

A PNF PVP was issued to the landholder for 15 years. 
The landholder prepared a forest operations plan, which 
included identifying the rainforest areas to be excluded 
from harvesting and the appropriate measures which 
would be taken to protect the threatened species before 

Under the Private Native Forestry Code of Practice, valuable landscapes 
such as rainforests will not be harvested.
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commencing forestry operations. The operations were 
supervised by a logging contractor. 

The landholder received $7,500 for 150 m3 of timber 
from the local sawmill. A similar harvest can be 
expected in another 10 years. 

DECC conducted a random audit of the operation and 
found the requirements of the Code had been met. 
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Protected area acquisition program
DECC acquires and reserves land to conserve and protect 
natural and cultural heritage values under the provisions of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

In 2007–08, 47 areas totalling nearly 42,000 hectares 
were acquired for future addition to the reserve system. 
Land	was	purchased	using	funds	from	Treasury	capital	
allocations, the NSW Environmental Trust and the Great 
Lakes	Shire	Council.	Land	was	also	transferred	to	DECC	
from	the	Foundation	for	National	Parks	and	Wildlife.	Crown	
land, which can be reserved under the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1974 and is not purchased, was also acquired.

DECC finalised its NSW National Parks Establishment Plan 
2008 which outlines future directions for building the 
public reserve system, sets out long-term goals and 
outlines priorities for the next decade. The focus over the 
next few years will be:
•	 establishing	new	reserves	in	far	western	and	central	

western NSW, where reservation currently protects less 
than 5% of the landscape

•	 increasing	existing	reserves	on	the	western	slopes	and	
tablelands

•	 fine-tuning	reserve	boundaries	along	the	coast	and	
coastal	ranges,	where	nearly	30%	of	the	landscape	is	
protected.

For	more	information	on	the	NSW National Parks 
Establishment Plan 2008, visit www.environment.nsw.gov.
au/protectedareas/npestabplan.htm.

The focus for land acquisitions in 2007–08 were 
landholdings in western NSW, coastal wetlands and 
lowlands, Aboriginal cultural heritage sites, reserve 
inholdings	and	perimeter	additions,	Brigalow–Nandewar	
leases and high reservation value Crown leases. 

The	Brigalow	and	Nandewar	acquisitions	were	major.	
Fourteen	properties	were	acquired	totalling	10,682	
hectares. Six of the properties were leasehold lands 
vested with the Minister for Climate Change and the 
Environment.	These	will	significantly	contribute	to	Bullala	
Community	Conservation	Area	(CCA)	Zone	1	National	
Park,	Towarri	National	Park,	Gwydir	River	CCA	Zone	3	State	
Conservation Area and Coolah Tops National Park. CCAs are 
areas set aside for conservation where some sustainable 
development, such as forestry, may also take place.

Protect and restore biodiversity 
and native vegetation

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

Land managed by deCC for conservation 

Definition: This indicator measures the area of reserves managed by 
DECC (shown in hectares and as a percentage of NSW), and the area in 
hectares of marine parks managed by DECC as part of the Marine Parks 
Authority.
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Interpretation: During 2006–07, over 162,000 hectares of land were 
formally added to the reserve system. DECC now manages over six and 
a half million hectares of land in NSW, which represents 8.3% of the 
state’s total area.

The area of land reserved during 2007–08 of 41,149 hectares is lower 
than the area of land reserved in previous years. This reflects the 
change from large areas of public land transferring into the national 
park system (Crown land and state forest), to a greater reliance on the 
purchase of privately-owned land offered for sale to DECC. 

At 30 June 2008, approximately 345,100 hectares (34%) of NSW waters 
were in the marine park system, including approximately 64,900 
hectares (6.5%) in sanctuary zones. 
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Other significant acquisitions for addition to the reserve 
system were:

•	 Clybucca	–	about	480	hectares	of	the	lower	Macleay	
River floodplain that stretches for approximately 14 km 
and which contains examples of some of the largest 
Aboriginal middens recorded in NSW. All the Clybucca–
Stuarts Point complex of estuarine shell middens is of 
high scientific and archaeological significance.

•	 Upper	Barwon,	located	north	east	of	Walgett	–	a	
4,000-hectare property which will establish the 
core of a new reserve in the poorly reserved Darling 
Riverine	Plains	Bioregion.	It	will	protect	a	large	expanse	
of	Coolabah–Black	Box	Woodland,	an	endangered	
ecological community.

•	 Kalyarr	State	Conservation	Area	–	a	4,000-hectare	
Mullawa property located 50 km west of Hay in the 
Riverina	Bioregion	that	adjoins	the	southern	boundary	
of	the	reserve,	and	will	increase	its	area	by	37%.	

•	 Blue	Mountains	National	Park	–	three	properties	totalling	
56	hectares	that	will	further	consolidate	the	reserve	
boundary and enhance the national park’s World 
Heritage values.

Percentage of NSW bioregions protected 
in the NSW reserve system
NSW Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation  
of Australia (IBRA) Bioregion % reserved
Australian Alps 81.8
Brigalow	Belt	South	 8.3
Broken	Hill	Complex	 2.0
Channel Country 9.4
Cobar Peneplain 2.4
Darling Riverine Plains 1.7
Mulga	Lands	 3.6
Murray–Darling	Depression	 5.6
Nandewar	 3.7
New England Tableland 9.1
NSW North Coast 24.4
NSW South Western Slopes 1.9
Riverina 1.8
Simpson Strzelecki Dunefields 11.1
South East Corner 42.7
South Eastern Highlands 14.8
South	Eastern	Queensland	 13.6
Sydney	Basin	 38.1

Total NSW  8.3

Lands reserved
This	year	there	were	64	additions	to	the	reserve	system	
comprising 41,149 hectares. 

In	the	Lower	Hunter	Region,	DECC	implemented	Stage	1	 
of	the	NSW	Government’s	Lower	Hunter	Regional	
Conservation	Plan,	adding	13,768	hectares	to	the	reserve	
system. As part of the plan, several new reserves were 
established and small reserves were re-categorised and 
re-named. Significant reserve additions included:

•	 3,533	hectares	were	added	to	Karuah	National	Park	to	
protect paperbark swamp forest and coastal wetlands

•	 2,300	hectares	were	added	to	Werakata	State	
Conservation Area, which forms a green corridor across 
the Hunter Valley floor linking ranges to the east and 
west	and	protecting	stands	of	endangered	Lower	
Hunter	Spotted	Gum–Ironbark	Forest.

Sugarloaf	State	Conservation	Area	(3,926	hectares),	
Tilligerry	National	Park	(146	hectares)	and	Tilligerry	State	
Conservation Area (4,570 hectares) were established to 
build on the green corridor established from the Watagans 
National Park via Hexham Swamp (Hunter Estuary National 
Park) to Port Stephens. 

Outside	the	Lower	Hunter	region,	four	new	reserves	were	
established: Maroomba State Conservation Area, Doctors 
Nose	Mountain	Nature	Reserve,	Lansdowne	Nature	Reserve	
and Wianamatta Regional Park.

Other additions to reserves include:

•	 several	properties	totalling	5,956	hectares	were	added	
to	Guy	Fawkes	River	National	Park,	New	England	
Tablelands 

•	 an	additional	half	a	hectare	was	added	to	the	
Dalrymple–Hay Nature Reserve, St Ives, Sydney 

•	 Culgoa	National	Park,	in	north-western	NSW,	was	
increased by 11,294 hectares.

Wild rivers
Section	61	of	the	National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 
provides for the declaration of wild rivers in national 
parks. Wild rivers are in a near-pristine condition in 
terms of animal and plant life and water flow, and free 
of unnatural rates of siltation or bank erosion that affect 
many of Australia’s waterways. All the wild rivers can be 
used as benchmarks for environmental monitoring and 
scientific study, and some will be managed for recreation. 
Five	wild rivers have been declared. These are the Upper 
Brogo,	Forbes,	Upper	Hastings	and	Kowmung	rivers,	and	
Washpool Creek. 

During the past 12 months, DECC continued its work in 
assessing the Colo, Grose, Maria, Macdonald and Paroo 
rivers. 

Wilderness
Wilderness is a large natural area of land which, with its 
native plant and animal communities, is in a relatively 
natural state, and has either not been substantially 
modified by human activity or can be restored. Under 
section 7 of the Wilderness Act 1987, anyone may nominate 
an area to be considered as wilderness. DECC can also 
assess an area for wilderness values independently of any 
proposal. 

DECC did not receive any new nominations for wilderness 
in 2007–08. There were no declarations of wilderness in the 
same period. The total area of declared wilderness in NSW 
is	1,907,233	hectares,	which	represents	29%	of	the	total	
DECC estate and 2.4% of NSW. 
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Karst reserves
Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, DECC 
manages all the state’s significant karst reserves. 
Responsibility	for	Abercrombie,	Borenore	and	Wombeyan	
karst conservation reserves and the conservation 
management zone of the Jenolan Karst Conservation 
Reserve	were	transferred	to	DECC	in	July	2006.	The	
transfer to DECC of the remaining area of the Jenolan 
Karst Conservation Reserve (the visitor use and services 
zone) is expected to take place following the Minister’s 
endorsement of the reserve’s plan of management. 

During 2007-08, the Karst Management Advisory 
Committee provided advice on the: 

•	 Jenolan	Karst	Conservation	Reserve	Draft	Plan	of	
Management

•	 Cave	Access	Policy	Directive	and	related	guidelines

•	 Karst	Research	Prospectus

•	 Karst	Monitoring	and	Evaluation	Framework

•	 establishment	of	buffer	zones	for	water	extraction	in	
karst environments

•	 karst	provisions	in	local	environmental	plans

•	 proposed	collaborative	management	of	Macleay	and	
New England karst.

BioBanking Scheme
The	NSW	Government	has	introduced	the	Biodiversity	
Banking	and	Offsets	Scheme	(BioBanking	Scheme)	to	
help address the loss of biodiversity values, including 
threatened	species.	A	framework	for	the	NSW	Biobanking	
Scheme was established under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Amendment (Biodiversity Banking) Act 2006. 

BioBanking	is	a	market-based	scheme	that	provides	
a streamlined biodiversity assessment process for 
development, a rigorous and credible offsetting scheme 
and an opportunity for rural landowners to generate 
income by managing land for conservation. 

BioBanking	enables	‘biodiversity	credits’	to	be	generated	
by landowners who commit to enhancing and protecting 
biodiversity values on their land through a biobanking 
agreement. These credits can then be sold, generating 
funds for managing the site. Credits can be purchased 
by developers to counterbalance or offset the impacts 
on biodiversity that are likely to occur as a result of 
development. They can also be sold to those seeking to 
invest in conservation outcomes, including philanthropic 
organisations and government agencies.

The	BioBanking	Scheme	has	attracted	a	great	deal	of	
community interest. In 2007–08, DECC released several 
important components of the scheme for community 
comment, including the:

•	 Regulatory	Impact	Statement	for	the	proposed	
Threatened	Species	Conservation	(Biodiversity	Banking)	
Regulation 2007

•	 draft	BioBanking	Assessment	Methodology	

•	 draft	Compliance	Assurance	Strategy.

The	scheme	is	planned	to	commence	in	2008–09.	For	
more	information	on	the	BioBanking	Scheme,	visit	 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biobanking/.

LandAlive 
LandAlive	–	Aboriginal	Land	Management	for	Biodiversity	
is a new DECC project which was launched by Minister 
Verity	Firth	in	June	2008.	LandAlive is funded by the 
Environmental Trust. It provides Aboriginal landowners 
with accredited land management training so they can 
participate	in	the	BioBanking	Scheme	and	generate	
biodiversity credits. The project enables participants to 
acquire skills, creates opportunities for long-term jobs 
and brings Aboriginal land management practices to the 
forefront of land management in NSW.

Lucas Cave is one of the Jenolan Karst Conservation Reserve’s greatest 
assets.
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Minister Firth spoke about the importance of recognising Aboriginal 
people’s knowledge of land management during the launch of LandAlive 
in June 2008. 
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Threatened species assessment  
of significance guidelines
Threatened species impact assessment is part of 
environmental impact assessment, which takes place when 
a site is being assessed for development. DECC released 
Threatened species assessment guidelines: the assessment 
of significance, to clarify the terminology of the relevant 
legislation and provide clear interpretations of the factors 
of	assessment	for	applicants.	Factors	of	assessment	are	
the factors that need to be considered when assessing 
whether an action, development or activity is likely to 
significantly affect threatened species, populations, 
ecological communities or habitats. 

NSW Threatened Species  
Priorities Action Statement
Introducing the NSW Threatened Species Priorities Action 
Statement (PAS) outlines the broad strategies and detailed 
actions to be undertaken in NSW to promote the recovery 
of threatened species, populations and ecological 
communities, and manage key threats. It was approved by 
the Director General in October 2007. Changes were made 
to the draft version of the PAS, including creating priority 
actions for approximately 250 species missing from the 
draft PAS; refining the quality of actions and internal review 
processes in response to public submissions; and DECC 
committing to achieving priority actions over the next 
three years. 

The PAS will be reviewed in 2010 with input from the 
Natural Resources Commission, the NSW Scientific 
Committee, the Social and Economic Advisory Council, 
the	Biological	Diversity	Advisory	Council,	state	and	federal	
government agencies and the public. 

DECC staff are now using the PAS to undertake threatened 
species recovery and threat abatement work. This work 
includes:

•	 completing	the	recovery	plan	for	the	brush-tailed	
rock-wallaby. DECC is now working with local councils 
and catchment management authorities on recovery 
actions, and research and monitoring projects, to save 
the rock-wallaby 

•	 initiating	a	green	and	golden	bell	frog	community	
education campaign, to be completed in 2008–09 

•	 working	with	Sydney	Catchment	Management	
Authority, local councils and community groups to 
identify threatened species demonstration sites in 
Sydney that can be protected or improved, and can 
form a basis for a series of best practice guidelines that 
will help land managers manage threatened species or 
endangered ecological communities on similar sites

•	 completing	the	Endangered	Ecological	Communities	
Project (see next page).

Introducing the NSW Threatened Species Priorities Statement 
is available at www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.
gov.au/tsprofile/home_PAS_new.aspx

  C a s e  s t u d y

threatened and pest animals  
study reveals surprises
In November 2007, details of a major study were 
released which had been undertaken by DECC and the 
Sydney Catchment Authority between 2002 and 2007. 
Project staff recorded the distribution and abundance 
of, and threats facing, native animals in the Greater 
Southern Sydney Region. Staff mapped fauna habitat, 
surveyed animals, and assessed their conservation status 
in bushland around southern Sydney, Wollongong and 
the southern Blue Mountains. 

The study revealed some surprising discoveries. Two 
new small populations of the brush-tailed rock-wallaby 
and little bentwing bat were discovered, and the yellow-
bellied glider was found to be more common in the area 
than had been anticipated. Sadly, other species such as 
the long-nosed potoroo had drastically declined in the 
region.

Threatened and pest animals of Greater Southern Sydney 
summarises the main findings of the study, provides 
a profile of each animal and tells people what they 
can do on their properties or in their community to 
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help conserve each animal. Technical reports are also 
available for environmental consultants, local councils, 
natural resource management staff and students. For 
more information, visit www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
threatenedspecies/faunasouthsydney.htm.

The threatened yellow-bellied glider has been found to be more common 
than anticipated in Greater Southern Sydney. 
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Endangered Ecological  
Communities Project
The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 defines 
‘endangered’ as a species, population or ecological 
community that is likely to become extinct or is in 
immediate danger of extinction. DECC was funded by 
the Natural Heritage Trust to develop a comprehensive 
identification package for seven endangered ecological 
communities (EECs). These were the River-flat Eucalypt 
Forest,	Swamp	Sclerophyll	Forest,	Swamp	Oak	Floodplain	
Forest,	Freshwater	Wetlands,	Coastal	Saltmarsh,	Littoral	
Rainforest and Montane Peatlands EECs.

Information sessions were held with stakeholders, 
including councils, catchment management authorities, 
universities, landholders and peak environmental 
groups. Workshops were held with Hawkesbury–Nepean 
Catchment Management Authority Wetlands Group and 
Saltmarsh	Group,	the	Floodplain	Network	in	Grafton	and	
Southern Rivers Catchment Management Authority.

The project has now been completed, with simple 
profiles of the EECs available on www.threatenedspecies.
environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/home_tec.aspx. 
These profiles will help stakeholders locate EECs and 
find out about the habitat they contain and the species 
that live in them, according to where they are located. 
Other information in each profile includes threats facing 
a species, recovery strategies, maps and a reference 
database. 

Flying-fox camp management policy
DECC released its Flying-fox Camp Management Policy in 
December 2007 after consultation with many stakeholders, 
including	the	NSW	Flying-fox	Consultative	Committee.	
The policy aims to help land managers, the community 
and wildlife carers, local government and catchment 
management authorities to appropriately conserve and 
manage flying-fox camps in NSW. 

The policy:

•	 clarifies	legal	responsibilities	in	regard	to	flying-fox	
camps 

•	 provides	a	consistent	approach	to	flying-fox	camp	
management

•	 advises	on	ways	in	which	to	deal	with	public	complaints	
about flying-foxes, and helps land managers reduce 
conflict near flying-fox camps by using education and 
communication strategies

•	 recommends procedures for relocating flying-fox camps 
in exceptional circumstances when no other alternative 
exists.

The Flying-Fox Camp Management Policy will help protect grey-headed 
flying-foxes in NSW. 

Endangered Ecological Communities, including Swamp Oak Floodplain 
Forest, now have their own profiles on DECC’s website. 
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Gould’s petrel recovery
Gould’s petrel is a rare pelagic seabird whose only 
breeding site worldwide is Cabbage Tree Island at the 
entrance to Port Stephens, NSW. This enigmatic seabird 
once teetered on the very brink of extinction. DECC’s 
integrated program of scientific research and experimental 
management action has seen the Gould’s petrel undergo a 
remarkable recovery. 

Despite these gains, the population on Cabbage Tree 
Island remains vulnerable to local catastrophe, such as a 
wildfire or the introduction of rats, mice or cats. To reduce 
this risk, DECC has been working to establish a second 
population	on	nearby	Boondelbah	Island.	This	new	colony	
has increased since its inception. Importantly, second-
generation birds returned this year to breed for the first 
time, thereby meeting established criteria for a successful 
translocation. The translocation techniques developed for 
Gould’s petrel by DECC scientists represent a watershed in 
the science of seabird translocation, and are being used 
around the world to save other threatened species such 
as	the	critically	endangered	Bermuda	petrel	(Pterodroma 
cahow).

  C a s e  s t u d y

south Coast shorebird Recovery Program
The South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program is a long-
term program supported by DECC, other government 
agencies and volunteers to protect the breeding and 
nesting habitat of four species of threatened shorebird 
on the south coast; the little tern (endangered), hooded 
plover (endangered), pied oystercatcher (vulnerable) 
and the sooty oystercatcher (vulnerable). 

Major threats facing the birds include nest inundation, 
human interference, abandonment, sand coverage, 
and predation by other birds and foxes. To combat 
these threats, several actions were undertaken during 
2007–08:
•	 fox	control,	including	baiting,	trapping	and	shooting,	

and the maintenance or construction of electric 
fences, was undertaken at most sites

•	 wire	nest	protectors	to	exclude	predators	were	used	
on hooded plover and little tern nests

•	 nests	found	to	be	in	danger	of	inundation	were	raised	
on sandbags, with additional shelter in the form of 
leafy branches and driftwood being provided for 
newly-hatched chicks at sparsely vegetated nesting 
sites

•	 temporary	signs	were	erected	to	help	minimise	
disturbance by beach-users and dogs.
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More than 70 volunteers assisted with guarding 
the sites, nest protection measures, education and 
monitoring at nearly 60 sites. Many of these volunteers 
received awards from Landcare Australia and were 
recognised as local heroes. 

Although wild weather affected the breeding success 
of little terns and oystercatchers, it was one of the most 
successful seasons on record for hooded plovers, with 
13 chicks fledged to boost population numbers.

Hooded plover. 

 A Gould’s petrel fledgling is safely established on Boondelbah Island. 
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Bird breeding in Murray Darling Basin
The most significant bird breeding event in eight years in 
the	Murray	Darling	Basin	took	place	in	the	Narran	Lakes	
Reserve	in	northern	NSW,	where	60,000	ibis	nested.	

Substantial rain and river inflows provided the best 
environmental conditions in the area since 2000, and 
waterbirds bred in response to abundant water and 
revitalised wetland environments. This water was later 
supplemented	by	the	Murray	Darling	Basin	Commission	
which provided 11,000 megalitres of water to sustain the 
event and allow the best possible chance for chicks to 
fledge.

Staff from DECC and University of NSW scientists 
observed the colony and conducted surveys to monitor 
the breeding and river inflows. DECC scientists are now 
analysing the data to determine the number of birds 
present and the success of the breeding season.

National Threatened Species Day
Protecting Places, Protecting Species was the theme for 
National Threatened Species Day on 7 September 2007. 
To mark the event, DECC developed a new education kit, 
Connect Kids, to raise awareness of threatened species in 
the Coffs Harbour region.

The education kit connects students to local habitats and 
threatened species in their neighbourhood. They learn 
about things they can do to help local native species, the 
environmental consequences of choices made now and 
in the future, and the importance of conserving remaining 
natural areas as habitat for native species.

Pest animal and weed control
Reducing the impact of invasive species is one of the 
13	statewide	targets	for	natural	resource	management	
under the NSW State Plan. DECC has played a key role 
in developing the NSW Invasive Species Plan which 
identifies statewide priorities for managing vertebrate and 
invertebrate pests and weeds. Key objectives in the plan 
include responding rapidly to eradicate or contain new 
incursions and widespread species such as foxes and bitou 
bush, and prioritising management programs to areas 
where benefits are greatest.

Fox and bitou bush threat abatement plans
The NSW threat abatement plan for predation of the red fox 
(Fox	TAP)	identifies	the	threatened	species	that	will	benefit	
most from a reduction in fox predation and establishes 
monitoring programs to measure the effectiveness of 
control programs at priority sites. 

A	review	of	the	Fox	TAP	has	commenced,	which	will	
include a critical assessment of the recovery of threatened 
species targeted for protection from foxes. The review is 
being overseen by an inter-agency working group. Input 
from independent scientists will be sought before a revised 
draft is released for public comment in 2009.

Many	efforts	under	the	Fox	TAP	in	2007–08	monitored	
the success of fox control programs in maintaining or 
increasing populations of the threatened brush-tailed rock-
wallaby.	For	example,	the	response	of	the	rock-wallabies	
to fox control in the Central Coast–Hunter Region was 
monitored at 11 sites across the region between March 
and June 2008, both in and outside parks.

A large fox control program was conducted around brush-
tailed rock-wallaby sites in Warrumbungle and Mt Kaputar 
national parks. At Mt Kaputar National Park, fox control 
was expanded onto 10 neighbouring private properties 
to protect populations of rock-wallabies in the park. 
This program was supported by a grant from the Namoi 
Catchment Management Authority (CMA). 

Part of a fox baiting program undertaken in Watagans 
National Park included community education, including 
a workshop in April 2008, to encourage neighbouring 
landholders to undertake fox baiting on private lands. 

The bitou bush and boneseed threat abatement plan	(Bitou	
TAP) identifies 81 priority sites in coastal NSW where the 
weed	is	being	controlled.	The	Bitou	TAP	is	also	being	
implemented	at	additional	priority	sites.	Bitou	control	
programs	aim	to	protect	approximately	60%	of	the	priority	
species	or	plant	communities	identified	in	the	Bitou	TAP.	A	
field guide has been prepared to help managers identify 
these priority species. Monitoring guidelines are also being 
developed to help land managers assess the effectiveness 
of their control programs. 

In a joint project with NSW Department of Primary 
Industries,	DECC	is	working	with	the	13	CMAs	to	identify	
regional priorities for the control of environmental weeds. 
Workshops were held to identify and rank areas to guide 
CMA investment in weed control where biodiversity 
benefits would be greatest. Statewide monitoring 
protocols are being developed so the recovery of native 
species can be measured following weed control.

Native threatened species such as the brush-tailed rock-wallaby are being 
protected under the Fox TAP. 
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A DECC study has highlighted the significance of the 
biodiversity impacts of lantana, with 279 rare or threatened 
plant	species	and	93	rare	or	threatened	animal	species	
being at risk. Due to the extent of lantana infestations, a 
national lantana threat abatement plan is being prepared 
by DECC and the Queensland Department of Primary 
Industries	and	Fisheries.	The	plan	identifies	the	24	highest	
priority sites for lantana control, which contain 92 high 
priority native species and plant communities. While 
herbicides and other bush regeneration techniques may 
be used at these sites, DECC is also working with the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries to rear biocontrol agents 
and release them on these sites.

Infection of native plants by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi statement of intent
In April 2008, DECC released its Statement of intent 1: 
Infection of native plants by Phytophthora cinnamomi in 
response to the key threatening process listed under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 

This is DECC’s first in a series of proposed statements 
of intent. It outlines DECC’s approach to implementing 
actions over the next five years to manage the threat and 
minimise its impact on biodiversity. It is a resource for 
government and other organisations, land managers and 
the public to tackle this threat into the future.

Weed education and awareness programs
In 2007–08, DECC worked with the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries and NSW Department of Education 
and Training to raise public awareness of weeds by 
implementing NSW: No space 4 weeds and Weed warriors.

NSW: No space 4 weeds is a statewide campaign to raise 
awareness of weeds in the community by teaching 
people about the impacts of weeds and highlighting the 
benefits of preventing the spread of weeds. It provides the 
community with simple actions they can undertake such 
as not dumping garden waste and planting non-invasive 
plants in their gardens. Weed warriors is a program for 
school students. It is linked to Weeds Attack!, an interactive 
computer package that teaches students about the 
impacts of weeds and the principles of weed control. 
Students can play the games and take the challenges 
which are part of Weeds Attack! while becoming aware 
of weed issues and increasing their knowledge of, and 
capacity to manage, the environment. 

Examples of weed programs undertaken in national parks 
and reserves during 2007–08 include:

•	 water	hyacinth	removal	in	Tuggerah	Nature	Reserve	to	
increase open water for water birds

•	 control	of	bitou	bush	in	Bouddi	and	Wyrrabalong	
national	parks,	Munmorah	and	Lake	Macquarie	state	
conservation areas, and Pulbah Island nature reserve

•	 a	weed	control	program	targeting	mother-of-millions,	
bridal creeper, prickly pear, lantana, blackberry and tree 
of	heaven	in	Wollemi,	Yengo	and	Werakata	national	
parks

•	 weed	removal	in	the	Macquarie	area	reserves	targeting	
blackberry, St Johns wort and serrated tussock 

•	 removal	of	African	boxthorn	in	many	reserves	in	
western	NSW	including	Yathong	Nature	Reserve	and	
Oolambeyan	and	Yanga	national	parks.	

Feral goat control programs
In 2007–08, DECC continued to work on a project in 
western NSW to reduce the impacts of feral goats in 
reserves by managing watering points, trapping, shooting 
and	strategic	fencing.	Funds	have	been	provided	from	the	
Natural Heritage Trust to monitor the effectiveness of this 
project at Culgoa, Gundabooka and Paroo-Darling national 
parks and Nocoleche Nature Reserve. 

At the Warrumbungle National Park, between August 
2007 and March 2008, 218 goats were removed. This has 
significantly reduced the impact of goats on brush-tailed 
rock-wallaby	colonies	in	the	park.	Further	results	include	
83	goats	removed	from	Pilliga	Nature	Reserve,	807	goats	
removed from Mt Kaputar National Park, and 57 goats 
removed from smaller reserves near the Queensland 
border.

DECC also carried out a collaborative goat removal 
program in Cocoparra National Park and Nature Reserve 
with adjoining property owners. The program involved 
several goat removal methods, including goat mustering 
and trapping for market sales and aerial shooting. 
Results indicate that the program has been successful in 
dramatically	reducing	goat	numbers	in	the	Lachlan	and	
Macquarie areas. This has enabled revegetation of plant 
communities in fragile environments in Goobang National 
Park and Winburndale Nature Reserve.

Feral pig program
In 2007–08, an extensive feral pig program was 
implemented in western NSW. More than 1,000 feral 
pigs were successfully trapped and removed from 
Yanga	National	Park.	Similar	programs	were	successful	
at Goobang National Park, Mount Canoblas State 
Conservation Area, and Winburndale and Eusdale nature 
reserves. 

Between	October	2007	and	May	2008,	717	pigs	were	
removed from the Macquarie Marshes Nature Reserve 
which significantly reduced impacts on ground nesting 
waterbirds.	A	similar	program	undertaken	at	Narran	Lake	
Nature	Reserve	successfully	removed	331	pigs.	The	Narran	
Lakes	program	coincided	with	a	cooperative	Rural	Lands	
Protection	Board	(RLPB)	aerial	shooting	program	along	
the Narran River and at strategic locations at Walgett, 
Brewarrina	and	Bourke	in	which	584	pigs	were	successfully	
removed. 
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In	November	2007,	DECC	worked	with	the	Moree	RLPB	on	
a coordinated aerial shooting program targeting private 
property and a number of nature reserves in the area, 
including	Budelah,	Boomi,	Boomi	West,	Boronga	and	
Midkin nature reserves. The program successfully removed 
108 pigs from these reserves. Another aerial shooting 
program	in	January	2008	with	the	Northern	Slopes	RLPB	
removed 115 pigs from Planchonella Nature Reserve and 
Gunyerwarildi National Park. The program also removed 
335	pigs	from	private	property.

Wild dog control
In 2007–08, DECC continued research to develop 
innovative control methods for wild dogs and foxes. These 
included techniques such as the M-44 ejector (a specially 
designed bait delivery device), llamas as livestock guarding 
animals, livestock protection collars, synthetic lures, night 
vision technology and correction collars. 

Across NSW, a number of cooperative wild dog control 
programs were implemented with various rural lands 
protection boards and wild dog control associations to 
reduce	the	impact	of	wild	dogs	on	lands	adjacent	to	Ben	
Halls	Gap,	Barrington	Tops	and	Curracabundi	national	
parks, and Wallabadah and Camerons Gorge nature 
reserves. These programs were also expanded to include 
new reserves in the Upper Hunter, including Woolooma 
and Murrurundi Pass national parks. 

In the Walcha area, over 280 kilometres of aerial baiting 
and 50 kilometres of ground baiting were undertaken. 
Between	March	and	June	2008,	16	wild	dogs	were	trapped.	
Wild dog management plans were re-negotiated with 
wild dog associations, four kilometres of new dog fencing 
were supplied to protected area neighbours, and materials 
and planning support were provided for the Moona/
Winterbourne Wild Dog Association wild dog exclusion 
electric fencing project.

In Kosciuszko National Park, aerial baiting with 1,080 wild 
dog	meat	baits	occurred	in	the	Adaminaby/Yaouk	Wild	
Dog Association area in May 2007 and October 2007. The 
primary control measure in this area is for experienced 
pest animal controllers to trap the dogs. These methods 
resulted	in	31	wild	dogs	being	culled	with	only	25	livestock	
being killed by wild dog attacks. Sand plot monitoring 
in Spring 2007 indicated that wild dogs were scarce in 
the area. Scat searches for spotted-tailed quolls indicated 
that there was still a sparse population of this threatened 
species. Infrared cameras were deployed in 10 locations 
in Scabby Range between September 2007 and January 
2008, but no quolls were detected. 

In	the	Goobragandra/Blowering	Wild	Dog	Working	Group	
area of Kosciuszko National Park, an experienced contractor 
conducted a strategic trapping program, trapping or 
shooting 17 wild dogs, resulting in only nine farm animals 
being killed by wild dog attacks.

  C a s e  s t u d y

trap that toad 
The Trap that Toad teacher’s resource is a key 
component of DECC’s community education strategy to 
control cane toads in NSW. This award-winning resource 
has been produced with the assistance of the Northern 
Rivers Catchment Management Authority and the 
Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife. It provides 
information about the toad, develops skills in identifying 
the toad and differentiating it from native frogs, and 
promotes responsible action using approaches that 
appeal to different learning styles. In 2008, Trap that 
Toad won a National Heritage Trust Award and was a 
finalist in the Land and Biodiversity Category of the 
2008 Banksia Awards.

The resource has also increased community awareness, 
leading to a marked increase in participation in cane 
toad control programs and the reduction or even 
disappearance of isolated cane toad populations. DECC 
has received unprecedented requests for additional 
information and resources, demonstrating the desire 
of local communities to be involved in biodiversity 
conservation programs. 

Cane toad. 
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This year, over 2,500 children participated in the 
program in NSW and the resource is now being rolled 
out in south-east Queensland. Trap that Toad is being 
delivered by Discovery rangers, local government 
officers and school teachers. 
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In Sturt National Park, weekly monitoring of wild dog 
activity was carried out across the park, with results 
indicating minimal dog activity. Major baiting programs 
were carried out in August 2007 after whelping and 
in	January–February	2008	when	younger	dogs	were	
dispersing. Two dogs were discovered through track 
detection on the eastern boundary of the park in May 
2008. A reactive baiting and trapping program was 
initiated which resulted in no further signs of activity. 
No transgressions of wild dogs from the park onto 
neighbouring properties were reported. 

Deer control
Deer browsing, trampling and wallowing are having a 
serious and increasing environmental impact on the 
Illawarra region. In Kangaroo Valley, a number of rural 
landholders	have	formed	a	Landcare	group	in	partnership	
with DECC to help control feral deer in specifically 
approved shooting zones in national parks and on 
adjoining properties. Thirty-five deer have been culled 
in the last two years, and the program continues to be 
supported by the local community.

The deer control program continued to be implemented 
in Royal National Park and was expanded into the local 
area in response to increasing numbers. To date, over 1,000 
deer have been culled through the program, which is 
being conducted with Sutherland Shire Council. Work also 
proceeded in Wollongong to install deer warning signs at 
strategic locations and inform the community about the 
program.

Fire management 
DECC manages some of the most rugged and remote 
bushfire-prone country in the world. Under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and the Rural Fires Act 1997, 
DECC is responsible for protecting human life, property, 
and natural and cultural heritage values from bushfires 
on lands that it manages. To undertake fire management, 
DECC has approximately 900 trained firefighters, hundreds 
of trained incident management staff and a full range of 
vehicles, plant, equipment and aircraft for fire management 
operations, particularly in remote areas.

DECC cooperates and coordinates its firefighting 
operations	with	the	NSW	Rural	Fire	Service,	Forests	NSW,	
the	Sydney	Catchment	Authority	and	NSW	Fire	Brigades.	
DECC	is	a	member	of	the	NSW	Bush	Fire	Coordinating	
Committee	and	the	Australasian	Fire	Authorities	Council.	

To ensure it is prepared for suppressing bushfires in 
national parks and adjacent lands, DECC conducts a 
Fire	Fighter	Health	and	Fitness	Program	each	year	for	
staff involved in fire fighting. As a Registered Training 
Authority, DECC also trains other staff in fire and incident 
management and assesses fire fighters and incident 
management personnel for competency. These programs 
ensure that fire fighters remain highly skilled and meet 
national competency standards. 

DECC develops reserve fire management strategies (see 
performance indicator) and uses these as the basis for fire 
suppression schedules and maps. 

Over the past year, DECC undertook prescribed burning 
on over 48,514 hectares of parks and reserves, and 
approximately 2,157 hectares on lands next to parks. In 
addition, hazard reduction through means such as slashing 
was	carried	out	on	over	1,016	hectares	of	parks.	Over	9,700	
kilometres of DECC fire trails were regularly maintained. 

Prescribed burns over five years conducted by DECC

Fire year Number of  
burns conducted  
by DECC staff

Total hectares of 
treated area burnt

2003–04 340 65,451

2004–05 148 41,037

2005–06 162 27,400

2006–07 76 23,718

2007–08 157 48,514

In 2007–08, wildfires in DECC parks and reserves accounted 
for only 1.5% of the total number of wildfire incidents 
within NSW. Approximately 44,000 hectares of DECC land 
were burnt as a result of these wildfires. DECC firefighters 
also assisted on 50 fires outside reserves.

Origin and movement of wildfires affecting parks 
and reserves in 2007–08

Fire origin Fire 
movement

Number  
of fires

Percentage of 
NSW fire on 
DECC lands

On-park Controlled 
on-park

85 0.8%

On-park Moved off-park 18 0.2%

Off-park Moved on-park 57 0.5%

DECC is committed to recovering and rehabilitating its 
lands after fire. Appropriate measures are undertaken as 
early as possible, often commencing before a fire has 
been fully extinguished and generally during the ‘mop-up’ 
phase.	Following	a	fire,	rehabilitation	strategies	are	used	
to continue to implement and monitor recovery actions. 
During 2007–08, DECC measures to ensure that disturbed 
areas were given enough support to recover included:

•	 using	fire	suppression	strategies	with	minimum	
environmental impact

•	 rescuing	wildlife	with	the	assistance	of	volunteer	groups	
such as the Wildlife Information and Rescue Service 
(WIRES)

•	 rehabilitating	temporary	fire	control	lines	(temporary	
bulldozer trails and hand-constructed trails and fire 
breaks)

•	 removing	dangerous	tree	limbs	and	trees	from	visitation	
areas

•	 implementing	targeted	weed	and	feral	animal	control	
programs following fires.
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  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

Reserves covered by an adopted fire management 
strategy

Definition: This indicator measures the area of the reserve system 
covered by fire management strategies adopted under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.
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Interpretation: DECC works with local bushfire management 
committees across the state to ensure that strategies are compatible 
with each district’s bushfire management plan. DECC has prioritised 
the development of fire management strategies, resulting in a 
significant increase in the number of reserves covered by such a 
strategy since 2004. 

At 30 June 2008, 645 reserves were covered by an adopted fire 
management strategy. This is an increase of 590 reserves since June 
2004 when only 55 were covered by an adopted strategy. These 
adopted fire management strategies cover an area of over 5,350,000 
hectares of the reserve system.

Researching and monitoring biodiversity
This year, DECC continued to conduct monitoring 
programs in national parks and reserves, many with the 
assistance of volunteers. These programs included:

•	 monitoring	key	populations	of	the	endangered	green	
and golden bell frog on the NSW south coast, using 
funding	from	the	Foundation	for	National	Parks	and	
Wildlife.	Breeding	was	observed	in	Meroo	National	
Park	and	Brundee	Swamp	Nature	Reserve,	with	over	
100 bell frog tadpoles metamorphosing into young 
frogs	in	Brundee	Swamp	despite	many	plague	minnow	
(Gambusia holbrookii) being present. The plague 
minnow is an introduced fish which preys on young bell 
frogs and tadpoles. DECC plans to investigate historically 
altered drainage in the swamp and find out if this 
drainage may be better managed to exclude plague 
minnow without flooding private land. 

•	 surveying	wildlife	in	Pilliga	Forest	in	April	2008,	with	
over 50 volunteers from local schools and overseas. 
Threatened bird species found included barking owls, 
speckled warblers, brown treecreepers and grey-
crowned babblers.

•	 surveying	cane	toads	on	the	NSW	north	coast	in	
March	2008.	As	with	similar	surveys	in	2006–07,	cane	
toads	were	again	detected	in	Border	Ranges,	Mebbin,	
Nightcap and Mount Jerusalem national parks and 
Yarringully	Nature	Reserve.	The	surveys	also	found	
cane	toads	in	the	northern	part	of	Bundjalung	National	
Park near Evans Head, where they had previously been 
undetected.

•	 researching	the	impacts	of	severe	fires	on	vegetation	
communities, animal species and habitats in protected 
areas across western NSW including Pilliga Nature 
Reserve, Goonoo State Conservation Area and Goobang, 
Kaputar and Mallee Cliffs national parks. The research 
used satellite imagery before and after a severe fire, and 
field surveys, to develop fire severity maps which will be 
invaluable tools in monitoring the effects of fire severity.

•	 searching	for	seven	threatened	and	several	rare	species	
of	karst	flora	in	Bungonia	State	Conservation	Area.	
Additional occurrences of all the species but one were 
found, including the endangered plants Pomaderris 
cotoneaster and Pimelea axiflora.

•	 surveying	coastal	forest	areas	on	the	far	south	coast	
between November 2007 and June 2008 for evidence 
of koalas. Of the 240 sites surveyed in the coastal forests 
between	Wapengo	and	Bermagui	River	catchments,	
covering an area of 5,000 hectares, evidence of koalas 
was found at 44 sites.

•	 surveying	the	distribution	of	koalas	in	the	Namoi	CMA	
region. The koala population of Gunnedah and its 
surrounds seems to be the only population increasing 
in NSW. Koalas were found mostly on private land, 
particularly at low elevations. 

Good news for the green and golden bell frog in protected areas on 
the south coast. Surveys found no cases of frog chytrid fungus (which 
causes the demise of frogs round Australia) in green and golden bell frog 
populations. 
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•	 surveying	the	distribution,	status	and	threats	to	bats	in	
the Namoi CMA region. The survey found that less than 
10% of bat records are on private land, which contains 
vegetation communities not adequately conserved in 
reserves. 

•	 with	the	University	of	NSW,	coordinating	an	annual	
aerial survey of wetlands and waterbirds in eastern 
Australia. The waterbird numbers in 2007 were 
influenced by severe and widespread drought 
conditions. Total waterbird abundance was the second 
lowest on record in the 25-year history of the survey. 
Nine species were recorded at or near their lowest 
numbers	in	25	years.	Breeding	species	richness	was	the	
lowest on record in 25 years. There is continued concern 
about the longevity of waterbird populations in these 
locations.

•	 monitoring	the	response	of	small	ground	dwelling	
mammals	to	different	fire	regimes	in	Bouddi	National	
Park in April 2008. Results show good recovery of 
recently burnt habitat, and, most importantly, no pest 
species have invaded the park. 

•	 surveying	reptiles,	amphibians	and	small	mammals	in	
Palm Grove Nature Reserve. Thirteen species of frog 
and 27 species of reptile were recorded, including 
two threatened species – the pale headed snake and 
stuttering frog. 

•	 surveying	spotted-tailed	quolls	in	May	2008	in	
Werrikimbe	National	Park	World	Heritage	Area.	Fourteen	
quolls were caught and tagged for future monitoring.

•	 tracking	dingo	movements	in	Myall	Lakes	National	
Park in June 2008. Seven dingoes were fitted with GPS 
collars.

Marine parks and aquatic reserves 
research
Research and monitoring in marine parks help to evaluate 
the effectiveness of zoning and related management 
arrangements. Marine park and aquatic reserve studies 
completed in 2007–08 included:

•	 completing	a	seabed	habitat	mapping	project	in	Jervis	
Bay	and	Solitary	Islands	marine	parks	(see	case	study	
below)

•	 completing	vegetation	surveys	in	Moona	Moona	Creek	
Catchment	adjacent	to	Jervis	Bay	Marine	Park

•	 completing	a	visitor	survey	of	Lord	Howe	Island	Marine	
Park

•	 establishing	a	volunteer-based	monitoring	program	to	
investigate	shallow	reefs	in	Batemans	Marine	Park,	in	
collaboration with the Nature Coast Marine Group

•	 establishing	a	program	to	catalogue	the	abundance	and	
diversity of sharks and rays in sandy habitats in Cape 
Byron	Marine	Park

•	 establishing	two	projects	in	Cabbage	Tree	Bay	Aquatic	
Reserve to survey the uses and values of the reserve, 
and wobbegong sharks.

DECC also continued monitoring programs to assess the 
status of marine habitats and biodiversity in marine parks, 
including monitoring fish communities on rocky reefs in 
shallow water and sampling deep water fish communities 
using baited underwater video techniques.

  C a s e  s t u d y

Case study: acoustic seabed habitat mapping
DECC undertook high resolution acoustic seabed 
habitat mapping in the Solitary Islands and Jervis Bay 
marine parks in 2007–08, to define the distribution and 
structure of seabed habitats. Technologies used in this 
research included accurate global positioning systems 
(GPS), powerful acoustic software/hardware and reliable 
underwater video cameras.

Overall, around 100 km2 of seabed were mapped 
throughout both marine parks. Detailed mapping of 
rocky reefs was conducted, including large areas in deep 
offshore waters that had previously not been mapped. 
There was considerable variability in reef complexity, 
which is likely to influence biodiversity. 

Maps of seabed habitats have been combined with 
information on species composition to ensure zoning 
arrangements protect the areas’ biodiversity. These 
combined maps are informing the current review of 
zoning plans. Mapping a rocky reef. 
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Wildlife management
DECC is responsible for protecting wildlife in NSW and 
managing human–wildlife interactions, undertaking 
wildlife licensing and regulating the sustainable use of 
wildlife resources. During 2007–08, DECC, in consultation 
with external stakeholders:

•	 developed	a	policy	to	identify,	manage	and	
communicate wildlife disease outbreaks

•	 developed	guidelines	on	the	seizure	and	management	
of reptiles from individuals who were thought to be in 
breach of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

•	 enhanced	compliance	with	and	enforcement	of	native	
animal keeper licences and general licences

•	 improved	the	way	DECC	collects	and	reports	on	marine	
strandings

•	 developed	the	cut-flower	industry	management	plan	
to regulate and monitor the use of protected and 
threatened native plants in the cut-flower industry. This 
four-year plan is nearly completed and is expected to be 
implemented in 2008–09.

In May 2008, the Memorandum of Understanding on 
Wildlife Incidents and Management between DECC and 
Taronga Conservation Society was renewed. It includes an 
annual $20,000 grant from DECC to assist with operating 
the Australian Registry of Wildlife Health. In June 2008, 
DECC entered into a three-year annual funding agreement 
with the NSW Wildlife Council. Under this agreement, DECC 
will provide an additional $20,000 to wildlife rehabilitation 
groups. DECC is also working with the NSW Wildlife Council 
to improve wildlife care standards in NSW.

Wildlife licensing
In 2007–08, DECC consolidated the roll out of the 
Government	Licensing	System	(GLS),	which	is	a	whole	
of government initiative to simplify the management 
of licence types in NSW. Approximately 21,000 current 
licences comprising native animal keeper and import 
and	export	licences	are	now	managed	on	the	GLS.	Other	
licence types such as scientific research licences are 
expected	to	become	operational	on	the	GLS	within	the	
next six months. 

Number of licences issued by category in 2007–08

Interstate import and export licences 2,261

Scientific research licences 1,225

Reptile keepers licences 4,625

Amphibian keepers licences 312

Mammal keepers licences 38

Bird keepers licences 638

Fauna dealers licences 25

Miscellaneous licences 728

Total 9,825

DECC commenced a program of reform to regulate wildlife 
keeping and trading. The objective of the program is 
to ensure that the regulatory system for keeping and 
trading in native fauna reduces risks to conservation 
and to animal welfare, and that it is enforceable, fair and 
easy to understand. Particular attention is being paid to 
keeping and trading native reptiles, which has increased in 
popularity	by	34%	in	the	past	three	years.	

In 2008–09, DECC will be seeking to implement further 
efficiencies for licensees by enabling online renewal of its 
animal keeper licences. 

Marine wildlife management
Each year, DECC responds to numerous marine wildlife 
incidents involving whales, seals, dolphins and turtles.

In October 2007 on the far south coast, a southern 
right whale was rescued after a week-long operation 
led by DECC. The female and her calf were first spotted 
near	Bermagui,	with	the	mother	having	a	trap	line	
entangled round her tail. Efforts to cut off the trap line 
were hampered by heavy seas and the new mother’s 
nervousness. The whale was eventually spotted at a beach 
north of Tathra. After a combined effort from DECC, NSW 
Fisheries,	Tathra	Surf	Live	Saving	Club	and	the	Victorian	
Department of Sustainability, the line was cut from the 
whale’s tail.

In March 2008, DECC responded to two separate 
incidents around Sydney on successive days involving 
seals. In the first incident, an Australian fur seal required 
disentangling when it was caught in netting off Sydney’s 
northern beaches. DECC staff worked with water police to 
successfully release the seal, which was unharmed by its 
ordeal. 

The next day in Royal National Park, a young male leopard 
seal	was	rescued	from	Wattamolla	Beach	after	straying	
several thousand kilometres from its usual range. The 
seal was very weak and malnourished and had suffered 
a ‘cookie cutter’ shark bite on its tail. The seal was 
transported	to	Taronga	Zoo	for	treatment.
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Contribute to increased tourism, 
community wellbeing and 
regional development through 
parks and reserves

NPWS 40th anniversary
In October 2007, DECC celebrated the 40th anniversary 
of the creation of the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS).	NPWS	became	part	of	DECC	in	2003.

The 40th anniversary celebrations commemorated the 
conservation of some the state’s most unique and precious 
landscapes,	cultural	heritage	and	wildlife.	Free	entry	to	
all national parks on Sunday 7 October provided a great 
opportunity to introduce people to the wonders of the 
state’s national parks. 

Events were held around NSW. These included tram 
trips	into	Royal	National	Park,	Yarrangobilly	Caves	House	
Open	Day	which	included	the	reopening	of	Yarrangobilly	
Caves House for overnight accommodation following 
refurbishment, a slide show at a local caravan park 
hosted by staff in the Cobar area, and helicopter tours 
of Solitary Island on the north coast. Community service 
announcements were aired on television and radio, and 
DECC launched a 40th anniversary website.

Celebrating 20 years of wilderness
The Wilderness Act turned 20 in 2007. This Act regulates 
wilderness areas, which are largely undisturbed areas 
containing valuable ecosystems and habitat for native 
plants and animals. Wilderness areas provide natural 
corridors and link different types of habitat, so are 
important for wildlife movement, particularly during times 
of drought and climate change. They also contain many 
sites that are important for Aboriginal people.

Almost all wilderness areas are in national parks and 
reserves.	By	late	2007,	45	NSW	reserves	contained	declared	
wilderness	areas,	including	Kosciuszko,	Wollemi,	Blue	
Mountains,	Barrington	Tops	and	Mungo	national	parks.

Washpool National Park 25th anniversary 
celebrations
In	April	2008,	over	60	people	gathered	at	Washpool	
National Park, west of Grafton, to celebrate 25 years of 
rainforest protection. The celebration was attended by 
members of the Clarence Valley and Armidale National 
Parks Association, local people and DECC representatives. 
Washpool National Park includes the largest remaining 
stand of coachwood rainforest left in the world, and was 
added	to	the	World	Heritage	list	in	1986.	

World Wetlands Day photography awards 
Healthy Wetlands, Healthy People was the theme for 
World	Wetlands	Day	in	February	2008.	DECC	sponsored	a	
$1,000 photography award in the WetlandCare National Art 
Competition to promote the conservation and sustainable 
use of wetlands, and hosted the exhibition of winning 
entries in June at Dorrigo Rainforest Centre. 

Celebrating the 40th anniversary of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service on Shark Island. 
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Lighthouse Network Group 
DECC manages ten historic lighthouses in NSW from Cape 
Byron	in	the	north	to	Green	Cape	in	the	south.	The	new	
Lighthouse	Network	Group	was	established	to	bring	DECC	
staff together to coordinate the management of these 
sites. In 2007–08, the group decided to explore ways of 
improving the connection between the ‘highway of lights’ 
for staff and for visitors. Giving visitors an insight into the 
interesting stories and experiences of lighthouse keepers 
in these remote places will help visitors gain an insight into 
the special history of lighthouses and an appreciation of 
the state’s cultural heritage. 

Volunteer participation and partnerships
Volunteers contribute significantly to conservation efforts 
in, and public appreciation of, national parks. It is estimated 
that	each	year	at	least	3,800	volunteers	contribute	more	
than 172,000 volunteer hours to activities including weed 
and fire control, ecological conservation in and outside 
parks, threatened species programs, and community 
education. 

In 2007–08, DECC continued its partnership with 
Conservation Volunteers Australia. Volunteers contributed 
more than 570 volunteer days in national parks and 
reserves	to	plant	760	plants,	weed	23.6	hectares	of	land	
and	repair	or	construct	16.8	kilometres	of	walking	track.	
They also spent 15 days monitoring and surveying.

DECC established a new partnership with the 
National Parks Association (NPA) of NSW to promote 
environmental volunteering. DECC is supporting the NPA’s 
‘HarbourKeepers, CoastKeepers and NatureKeepers’ trial 
program to promote conversation and connect young 
people to their environment in the parks and aquatic 
reserves around Sydney. 

Examples of volunteer projects in 2007–08 include:

•	 80	students	from	Minmi	Public	School	planted	800	
plants	in	Blue	Gum	Hills	Regional	Park	and	painted	three	
totems with themes reminiscent of the area’s mining 
heritage.

•	 The	Friends	of	Bundanoon	completed	track	work	in	
the	Bundanoon	area	of	Morton	National	Park,	planted	
trees at Cecil Hoskins Nature Reserve and conducted 
a	threatened	bird	survey	in	Barren	Grounds	Nature	
Reserve. The group of ten volunteers put in nearly 
500 hours of work over the year. One volunteer won 
a Seniors Week Achievement Award in 2008 for her 
contribution as a long-term volunteer.

•	 Batemans	Marine	Park,	in	conjunction	with	Nature	
Coast Marine Group, conducted a volunteer snorkelling 
program which involved surveying sanctuary zones and 
habitat protection zones. 

•	 Volunteers	associated	with	the	Kosciuszko	Huts	
Association	helped	to	rebuild	Broken	Dam,	Patons	and	
Delaney’s huts. 

•	 Members	of	the	Range	Rover	4WD	Club	volunteered	to	
help remove car bodies from Watagans National Park to 
help restore biodiversity and improve visitor access.

•	 Twelve	volunteers,	including	nine	international	students,	
assisted in biodiversity surveys, pitfall trapping, radio-
tracking and vegetation/habitat assessments in Sturt 
National Park. They also helped to maintain a historic 
homestead which is used for accommodation in the 
park.

•	 Volunteer	bushcare	groups	on	the	north	coast	removed	
weeds	in	Bouddi	and	Brisbane	Water	national	parks	and	
Wambina,	Wamberal	Lagoon,	Cockle	Bay	and	Rileys	
Island nature reserves. 

•	 Clean-up	Stockton	Beach	Day	involved	1,000	volunteers	
collecting and removing over 15 tonnes of rubbish from 
the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands.	

Recognising volunteers
In 2008, DECC recognised the valuable contribution 
of volunteers by investing additional resources in 
volunteering and continuing its review of volunteering. 

A DECC officer was seconded to work in the Department 
of Premier and Cabinet’s Volunteering Unit. DECC 
appointed a Volunteer Coordinator to facilitate the 
statewide implementation of volunteer programs in parks, 
and commissioned outside organisations to undertake an 
economic evaluation of volunteer programs and review 
volunteering activities, including their safety.

DECC hosted an event at Saltwater National Park to thank 
volunteers. More than 100 volunteers attended.

Cape	Byron	Trust	volunteer	Gai	Taylor	received	a	NSW	
Government Heritage Volunteer Award in November 2007 
in	recognition	of	her	work	at	the	Cape	Byron	Maritime	
Museum. 

Discovery for Schools
This year approximately 80,000 students took part in 
cultural and environmental educational activities through 
Discovery for Schools.

The Worimi teachers kit was completed and presented 
to	13	schools	in	the	Great	Lakes	area.	A	launch	in	May	
2008 included 10 Discovery rangers involving more than 
200 school students in cultural activities such as dance, 
identifying bush foods, and art. 

On the north coast, a puppet show was developed to help 
bring the cane toad education program to local schools, 
and help students across the Clarence Valley differentiate 
cane toads from local native frogs.

In the Snowy Mountains Region, almost 7,000 primary, 
secondary and tertiary students participated in Discovery 
for Schools programs. Participants included 154 indigenous 
school students from a local Aboriginal community group 
and five schools. 
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In March 2008, all school-aged children in the town of 
White Cliffs in far west NSW participated in an Easter 
Sunday treasure hunt to teach them about the water 
cycle and associated ecosystems in an arid environment. 
During the year, DECC staff worked closely with the 
Tibooburra Outback School of the Air to plan and create 
a native garden on the school grounds. As the school 
is frequently visited by tourists, lessons about native 
vegetation in an arid setting and water-wise gardens have 
extended beyond the students. 

Discovery partnerships
During the year, DECC developed Discovery partnerships 
with other government agencies and environmental 
education providers, including city councils, catchment 
management authorities, the Marine Parks Authority, 
environmental education centres, local tourism agencies, 
universities and Aboriginal corporations, to combine 
resources and coordinate the delivery of programs.

DECC also continued partnerships with environmental 
education providers. A popular program was the Coast 
Care	Summer	Festival	presented	with	Port	Stephens,	
Newcastle	and	Lake	Macquarie	councils.	

Park visitation management
Under the State Plan, DECC is working to increase visits 
to	parks	and	reserves	by	20%	by	2016	by	developing	
programs that foster an appreciation of parks and provide 
access to recreational opportunities.

In 2007–08, DECC started developing branch visitation 
management plans to guide the growth and resourcing of 
visitation to national parks across NSW. DECC also worked 
on a way to improve recording of visitor numbers to 
provide better estimates in the future. 

A pilot study was conducted to develop a method for 
collecting statewide visitor numbers and estimating visitor 
satisfaction. Telephone surveyors asked respondents 
about parks they had visited within the last four weeks. 
Interviewing commenced in early 2008 and will continue 
throughout the 2008 calendar year to provide estimates 
of the number of visits to parks, visitor satisfaction with 
park visits and the proportion of visitors participating in 
different activities.

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

Discovery education programs

Definition: This indicator measures the number of participants in 
all Discovery program activities. It also indicates the percentage of a 
surveyed sample of participants satisfied with their experience. DECC 
surveys at least 10% of participants in each regional program over the 
year.

Total number of participants in the Discovery education program
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Interpretation: The Discovery program continues to attract more 
participants across the state. In 2007–08, there was an increase of 
over 9,000 participants from the previous year. This growth area was 
mostly in the Discovery for Schools program as demonstrated in the 
chart below. Discovery for Schools activities are delivered through 
school excursions to national parks or via outreach programs in 
classrooms.

Discovery for schools participant overview
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Over 37,000 people took part in guided tours around historic sites 
such as Cape Byron Lighthouse and through special environmental 
precincts, such as Minnamurra Rainforest and Yarrangobilly Caves. In 
total, over 177,135 people attended a guided activity during the year.

Percentage of participants satisfied with Discovery education 
programs
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The level of satisfaction of surveyed participants remains high at 97%, 
demonstrating that the program remains engaging and enjoyable.

Discovery rangers in Blue Mountains National Park. 
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DECC is implementing the Visitor Data System (VDS), a 
database used to store and analyse visitor data. The system 
includes a traffic counter and results of a visitor survey. In 
2007–08, the VDS was upgraded to increase functionality 
and resolve a number of software issues. 

Visitor surveys and profiles were undertaken in the Sea 
Acres	Nature	Rainforest	Centre,	Trial	Bay	Gaol	and	Arakoon	
State Conservation Area. 

As	part	of	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	Recreational	Use	
Study, a range of data was collected during the 2007–08 
Christmas holiday period. Vehicle counters were used and 
observation teams were located at the two beach access 
points. The project provided information on the variety 
of recreational activities undertaken, and will assist in the 
development of the plan of management for the reserves. 

Profiles of visitors using national parks in western NSW 
were	completed	using	results	from	the	2006	Western	
Branch	Visitor	Survey,	which	identified	visitors’	origin,	age	
groups, means of transport, length of stay and reasons for 
visit. 

Ninety-eight percent of visitors reported being satisfied or 
highly satisfied with their visit to the park. Even though the 
surveys were undertaken during school holiday periods, 
over half of all visitors were over 45-years-old and were 
couples without children, and travelled to the park in a 
4WD vehicle. A quarter of visitors surveyed towed a trailer 
or caravan. Sightseeing was the most popular activity, 
followed by enjoying nature and the outdoors. 

Parks promotions and marketing plan
DECC commissioned a marketing company to develop a 
marketing and communications strategic plan for NSW 
national parks. Key actions under the plan in 2007–08 have 
included promoting tourism and partnerships through 
a new bi-monthly electronic newsletter, Explore, which 
showcases park tourism activities. 

Healthy Parks Healthy People
Healthy Parks Healthy People is a program that promotes 
the physical, social and mental health benefits of spending 
time in parks and reserves. Contact with nature and 
recreation in national parks can reduce the stresses of 
living in an urban environment and enhance community 
cohesion, health and wellbeing. 

During 2007–08, DECC promoted the Healthy Parks Healthy 
People program in its free visitor guides and on the 
website. 

Seniors Week 2008
In April, DECC participated in NSW Seniors Week, a 
statewide community event that celebrated its 50th year 
in 2008. DECC offered a national parks free entry day to 
NSW Seniors Cardholders on 9 April. DECC hosted a range 
of events for seniors throughout the week, from a bush 
tucker and bush medicine tour in Royal National Park to a 
bush and birds walk in Dalrymple–Hay Nature Reserve. 

World’s Greatest Pram Stroll
During the year DECC worked with park agencies across 
Australia to participate in the first national approach to 
the World’s Greatest Pram Stroll. This is a free annual 
community event that raises awareness of social isolation 
and post natal depression while reinforcing the message 
that parks are a great place to meet people and get 
healthy. DECC was a sponsor of the 2007 activities which 
were held on 28 October at Centennial Parklands. Over 
2,000 families participated in the stroll at 28 locations 
around the country. 

Artist in Residence program 
In July and August 2007, the Dorrigo Rainforest Centre 
joined with Port Macquarie’s Sea Acres Rainforest Centre 
and Arts Mid North Coast to present an innovative Artist-
in-Residence program. The five-week program, which 
involved	86	local	people,	culminated	in	the	opening	of	
an exhibition of over 70 artworks at Dorrigo Rainforest 
Centre. Artist Sharon Muir and other participants worked 
together to produce vibrant works of art representing local 
threatened species of the Dorrigo region. 

Local goods for sale at Fitzroy Falls Visitor 
Centre
Over	30	craft	exhibitions	were	enjoyed	by	thousands	of	
local	and	international	visitors	at	the	Fitzroy	Falls	Visitor	
Centre throughout 2007–08. Displays changed monthly 
and included arrangements of flowers and bonsai 
vegetation, artworks, glassware, and food including 
indigenous	jams.	This	program	attracted	visitors	to	Fitzroy	
Falls	and	enabled	local	craftspeople	to	sell	their	products.	
Exhibitors had to use environmentally-friendly materials in 
their exhibits. 

DECC is encouraging more visitors to its national parks and reserves. 
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Activities in the Snowy Mountains 
The	Mound	and	Mount	Polish	Festival	was	officially	
opened at the Snowy Region Visitor Centre on 19 April 
2008. Over 500 people attended the festival held in 
Jindabyne, Cooma and Kosciuszko National Park. The visitor 
centre also hosted a number of exhibitions throughout 
the year including an art exhibition by Aboriginal artist 
Cheryl Davison and a photo exhibition by local landscape 
photographer Ray Killen.

New attractions at  
Warrumbungle National Park 
The Warrumbungle National Park Visitor Centre celebrated 
its	new	displays	at	a	formal	ceremony	on	30	May	2008.	The	
new displays depict the spectacular geological features of 
the park, its biodiversity and its Aboriginal and European 
history. There is also an audio track of local children singing 
in Gamilaraay, one of the traditional Aboriginal languages 
of the area. The information in the displays has been put 
together by park neighbours, Aboriginal people, long-term 
residents, bushwalkers, bird and animal lovers and DECC 
staff.

Infrastructure improvements in 
Kosciuszko National Park
An ongoing infrastructure program in Kosciuszko National 
Park ensures this iconic place is constantly being improved 
for visitors while ensuring conservation values are 
maintained. In 2007–08:

•	 the	Thredbo	Valley	multi-use	track	feasibility	study was 
completed, and a route was selected. The review of 
environmental factors was completed and is awaiting 
approval. Planning is under way to implement Stage 1 
of	the	track	(Bullocks	Flat	to	Thredbo	Diggings)	during	
2008–09, subject to the approval. 

•	 planning	and	design	were	completed	for	the	
construction	of	the	Landers	Falls	Lookout	and	the	
upgrading of Cumberland Trail for public access, 
including safer access onto the Snowy Mountains 
Highway.

•	 the	upgrade	of	the	Alpine	Way	Visitor	Entry	Station	was	
completed in time for the start of the 2008 ski season.

•	 DECC	began	re-routing	the	Bicentennial	National	Trail	
in the Snowy Mountains Region so horseriders will not 
have to ride on the shoulder of the Alpine Way. This will 
eliminate any risk of horses and riders being struck by 
motor vehicles. The re-routed trail runs parallel to the 
Alpine Way, and will be suitable for use by horseriders, 
mountain bikers and walkers. 

  C a s e  s t u d y

New accommodation in national parks
A variety of new accommodation options are available in 
national parks to suit all tastes and budgets. 

Under the Revitalising Sydney’s National Parks program, 
Steele Point Cottage (the former battery barracks) in 
Nielsen Park underwent a $150,000 refurbishment 
to allow it to open for holiday rental. The cottage 
was featured in the Sydney Morning Herald, The Daily 
Telegraph and The Australian as well as the Channel Nine 
program, Getaway. It has proven to be popular with 
couples wanting a romantic getaway. 

Several Cape Byron Lighthouse cottages have been 
refurbished to provide beachside visitor accommodation. 
Partridges Cottage has been renovated based on a 1950s 
‘retro’ theme.

Renovations to Narcowla Hut in Sturt National Park 
were completed in 2008. Wind turbine and solar panels 
were installed at the site and together produce 12-volt 
power, generating low level lighting. The hut has three 
bedrooms, a kitchen, bathroom, lounge and dining room 
and is furnished with all the basic comforts. 

To book any visitor accommodation in NSW national 
parks, visit www.environment.nsw.gov.au/nationalparks/
searchaccommodation.aspx.

Several cottages around Cape Byron Lighthouse have been renovated to 
provide visitor accommodation. 
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•	 construction	of	a	toilet	facility	at	Rawson	Pass	was	
completed	in	early	2008.	Final	rehabilitation	work	on	the	
pass and installation of interpretive signage is due for 
completion in 2008–09. 

•	 work	continued	on	the	Main	Range	Walking	Track,	much	
of this being done in conjunction with the rehabilitation 
of Rawson Pass. This is a long-term project focusing on 
the upgrade and reconstruction of the walking tracks 
around Mount Kosciuszko. 

•	 Southern	Cloud	Lookout, complete with interpretive 
signage, was constructed near Tooma in conjunction 
with Tumbarumba Shire. This lookout provides views 
of the western side of Kosciuszko National Park and the 
crash site of the Southern Cloud, which is a passenger 
aeroplane	which	disappeared	in	1931	and	was	not	
located until 1958. 

Other projects included road works, bridge upgrades, 
securing water supplies, sludge storage facility 
construction, snow melt and rainwater collection, plantings 
and design works.

Revitalising Sydney’s National Parks
In	2005,	the	NSW	Government	committed	$38	million	over	
four years to improve visitor facilities in Sydney’s national 
parks and reserves through the Revitalising Sydney’s 
National Parks program. Works completed in 2007–08 
included:

•	 commencement	of	a	three-year	$1.5	million	stonework	
conservation project, to mark the 150th anniversary of 
Fort	Denison	in	2007.	Work	was	completed	on	slipway	
repairs, the West Room external walls and pointing 
of	the	Barracks.	A	partnership	was	developed	with	
Matilda Cruises to allow visitors to disembark without 
pre-booking, and either participate in a guided tour or 
browse the new interpretive display.

•	 completion	of	landscape	improvements,	roadworks,	
restoration of degraded areas, and other features at 
Bonnie	Vale	campground	in	Royal	National	Park.	The	
campground was open to the public before the 2007 
Christmas period. 

•	 completion	of	planning	documents	for	the	Meeting	
Place	Project	in	Botany	Bay	National	Park.	Dune	forest	
restoration commenced in August 2007 and will 
continue until December 2008. Construction works 
commenced in April 2008. External stakeholder 
consultation and information dissemination included 
erecting an information sign at the site. 

•	 continuing	the	repair,	replacement	and	adaptation	
of the basic infrastructure on Goat Island in Sydney 
Harbour National Park. Safe visitor access to and 
around	the	island	was	ensured.	More	than	$3	million	
was invested in wharf repairs and the provision of a 
pontoon and ramp for wheelchair access to the island. 
A conservation management plan and Goat Island 
masterplan have been produced in draft form and will 
be finalised during 2008–09.

Visitor facility upgrades
During the year, DECC upgraded visitor facilities in many 
national parks and reserves. Some of the upgrades were:

•	 in	Bournda	National	Park,	Hobart	Beach	campground	
was upgraded. This $80,000 two-year program involved 
relocating some campsites, constructing a new shelter 
shed and toilet, and constructing a school camping 
area. The upgrades have improved visitor comfort and 
privacy and ensured protection of Aboriginal sites. 

•	 Caves	Creek	in	Bargo	River	State	Conservation	Area	was	
upgraded, including a car park, walking tracks, toilets, 
signage and picnic facilities. Disabled facilities and 
access are also now available. 

•	 at	Blue	Gum	Hills	Regional	Park,	$312,000	was	spent	
on new visitor facilities including a junior playspace, 
new picnic facilities with barbecues and tables, and 
additional car park and bus parking facilities with 
disabled access. 

•	 a	$600,000	renovation	program	for	the	Cape	Byron	
Lighthouse	cottages	was	completed	in	October	2007,	
ensuring the ongoing protection and promotion of their 
important historic heritage values. A safety fence was 
constructed around the lighthouse precinct and walking 
tracks. A conservation management plan and staff 
training in historical heritage maintenance will ensure 
the heritage values of the precinct are maintained. 

•	 constructing	an	$80,000	amenities	block	in	Copeland	
Tops State Conservation Area near Gloucester, to replace 
pit	toilets.	Future	works	planned	include	constructing	
a $212,000 outdoor education gallery with a small 
interpretative area. 

•	 completing	a	major	road	upgrade	and	the	Halls	Peak	
Day Use and Camping Area, which provide visitor access 
to, and accommodation in, a remote area of the park. 
At	Tia	Falls,	a	walking	track	upgrade	to	include	disabled	
access was completed.

•	 completing	a	new	information	and	picnic	shelter	at	
the Cameron’s Corner entry to Sturt National Park. The 
facility includes a picnic table, bench seats and six new 
framed interpretation panels about the national park. 
The project cost $28,000.
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National Parks and Wildlife Advisory 
Council
The National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Council is 
constituted under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 
The Council has up to 19 members with qualifications 
required of each member as set out in the Act. The Council 
advises the Minister on a range of issues including the 
management of national parks and reserves, the protection 
of wildlife, conservation agreements and wilderness areas. 

Four	meetings	are	held	in	Sydney	each	year.	The	Council’s	
work is also carried out through the Management Planning 
Subcommittee, the Research and Policy Subcommittee 
and the Conservation Planning and Community 
Participation Subcommittee. 

The Council has a statutory role in reviewing plans of 
management for parks and reserves. During 2007-08, the 
Council considered and made recommendations on 24 
draft	plans	of	management	covering	33	parks	and	reserves.	
Significant plans reviewed included those for Jenolan 
Karst Conservation Reserve, Conjola National Park and 
Guy	Fawkes	River	National	Park,	Nature	Reserve	and	State	
Conservation Area. 

The Council also provided comment on climate change, 
carbon trading, the Commercial Tour Operators Review 
and the proposal to add up to 520 beds to existing 
leaseholders’ properties in Perisher Valley, Kosciuszko 
National Park. 

National Parks & Wildlife Advisory Committee. 
Back row left to right: Dr Bruce Hayllar; Dr Ronnie Harding; Rod Young; Alison Verwey (Executive Officer); Ken Prendergast; Sally Barnes; Nick Jacomas; 
Jean Rice
Front row (seated) left to right: Anne Reeves; James Ingram; Dr George McKay (Chair); Glenda Chalker; Diana Hoffman
Members absent: Jane Judd (Deputy Chair); Christine Ferguson; Dr Geoff Cary; Cr Ian McKenzie
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Park Management Program
DECC’s Park Management Program continually improves 
systems, policies and procedures that support park 
managers. In 2007–08, Parks Management Program staff:

•	 developed	an	information	systems	strategy,	which 
includes investigating approaches used in other 
agencies to support park management issues, and help 
minimise cost and risk to DECC.

•	 trialled	and	adopted	The	Park	Management	Policy	
Manual, which outlines DECC’s position on and policies 
for all aspects of park management. Because	best	
practice park management is constantly evolving, the 
policy manual is routinely updated. During 2007–08, 
the first quarterly update of the policy manual was 
completed. The manual continues to be used by staff in 
managing national parks and reserves across NSW.

State of the Parks
Through the NSW State of the Parks program, DECC park 
managers monitor and evaluate the condition of and 
pressures on protected areas, and find ways of managing 
these areas more efficiently. 

A State of the Parks survey was undertaken in 2007–08 on 
every reserve in NSW, of which there are more than 750. 
Compiled data is being used to support planning and 
management decisions on a range of issues. 

DECC continued to work on an Australian Research Council 
partnership project with the University of Queensland 
and Parks Victoria to refine State of the Parks programs. 
Valuable research has validated the accuracy of staff 
assessments and provided a greater understanding of 
correlations between different management approaches, 
issues and reserve attributes. The research project will 
finish in 2009.

Plans of management
Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, a plan 
of management must be prepared for each terrestrial 
park and reserve. Plans of management lead to better 
understanding of natural and cultural features that must be 
protected, including threatened species or cultural heritage 
sites. The plans also incorporate strategies for management 
of issues such as fire and pests, and outline any visitor 
facilities proposed to be developed. 

In	2007–08,	12	plans	covering	13	parks	and	reserves	across	
nearly	30,000	hectares	were	adopted	by	the	Minister.	These	
included	plans	for	Bimberamala	and	Warra	national	parks,	
Kuma Nature Reserve and Clybucca Historic Site. A further 
19	draft	plans	covering	38	parks	and	reserves	were	placed	
on public exhibition during the year. 

As	at	30	June	2008,	there	were	228	adopted	plans	
covering	322	parks	and	reserves.	In	total,	more	than	4.4	
million hectares are now covered by an adopted plan of 
management. This represents almost 70% of the reserve 
system.

The result of a review of the plan of management process 
was completed in 2007–08. Plans of management in future 
will put greater emphasis on identifying and describing 
the values of the park and ways in which managers intend 
to protect these. Results of the review also indicated the 
preparation of plans should be streamlined, simplified 
and shortened. This will be reflected in modified plan 
templates and an updated plan of management manual 
which will be completed in 2008–09. 

Regional operations plans are one way of implementing 
the management actions and strategies from plans of 
management. An outcome of the review was to develop 
a new template for regional operations plans, which are 
prepared by all regions and approved by branch directors 
annually.

Marine park and aquatic reserve plans
Zoning	plans	are	the	key	management	tool	for	NSW	
marine parks. They are designed to protect the range 
of biodiversity in marine parks and provide for ongoing 
sustainable activities such as fishing and tourism. 

The	current	zoning	plans	for	Jervis	Bay	and	Solitary	Islands	
marine parks came into effect in 2002 and the government 
committed to reviewing the plans after five years of 
operation. 

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

adopted plans of management for the reserve 
system

Definition: This indicator measures the area and percentage of the 
reserve system managed by DECC which are covered by an adopted 
plan of management. 
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Interpretation: During 2007–08, 12 plans of management were 
adopted by the Minister for Climate Change and the Environment. 
These plans cover 13 parks and reserves, an area of nearly 30,000 
hectares. In addition, 19 draft plans for 38 parks and reserves were 
placed on public exhibition.

Parks with no adopted plan of management are managed under the 
principles set out in the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and in 
accordance with DECC’s policy for park management prior to adoption 
of a plan of management.
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The Marine Parks Authority commenced a review of 
the zoning plans in March 2008, through a two-month 
consultation period. The zoning plans were placed on the 
website for public comment, and information days were 
held. Around 2,000 submissions were received and will be 
considered in the review of each marine park’s plan. 

The review will determine whether the zoning plans 
remain appropriate or need to be amended. It is 
anticipated that the review process will be concluded in 
2008–09.

In addition to zoning plans, the Marine Parks Authority 
manages programs to maintain important natural and 
cultural values in marine parks. Outcomes of these 
programs during 2007–08 included the following:

•	 a	Marine	Oil	and	Chemical	Contingency	Plan	was	
developed	for	Lord	Howe	Island	Marine	Park	

•	 signage	was	upgraded	in	Jervis	Bay	Marine	Park	

•	 an	educational	program	was	conducted	by	Solitary	
Island Marine Park staff for Aboriginal children so they 
could explore indigenous stone fish traps

•	 an	Aboriginal	Advisory	Group	was	formed	for	Batemans	
Marine Park to facilitate conservation of indigenous 
cultural heritage, and to develop a cultural map and 
calendar to outline traditional use needs

•	 a	plan	of	management	for	the	rehabilitation	of	
Brunswick	River	Oxbow	Lakes	was	developed	by	
Cape	Byron	Marine	Park	staff	in	collaboration	with	the	
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority 

•	 an	education	and	advisory	campaign	was	conducted	
following the commencement of the Port Stephens–
Great	Lakes	Marine	Park	zoning	plan.	

A memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the 
Arakwal community and the Marine Parks Authority was 
signed	on	13	September	2007.	The	MOU	recognises	the	
traditional association of the Arakwal people with the land 
and	waters	of	Cape	Byron	Marine	Park	and	acknowledges	
the responsibilities of the Marine Parks Authority in 
managing the marine park. The MOU also outlines 
employment and training opportunities the Marine Parks 
Authority will provide for Arakwal people.

Work commenced on developing the first aquatic reserve 
management	plan	for	Cabbage	Tree	Bay	Aquatic	Reserve.	
There was an audit and upgrade of aquatic reserve signage 
and enforcement training was developed for local council 
and DECC staff. An upgrade of aquatic reserve website 
information was commenced.

Conservation partnerships
Through the Conservation Partners Program, DECC 
establishes, monitors and supports long-term partnerships 
that protect and conserve significant natural and cultural 
heritage under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Two 
main ways of conserving private and other public lands 
are for landholders to voluntarily enter into a conservation 
agreement or set land aside as a wildlife refuge. 
Conservation agreements involve placing land under 
in-perpetuity conservation covenants. 

The involvement of private landholders in formal 
conservation commitments continues to grow across 
the state. A new support initiative for landholders was 
developed	by	the	Paddy	Pallin	Foundation,	Foundation	
for	National	Parks	and	Wildlife,	Wildlife	Land	Trust	and	
DECC. The Private Conservation Grants Program provides 
funding for conservation projects on lands protected 
by in-perpetuity conservation covenants. Conservation 
agreement landholders are eligible to apply for funding 
and the program will award its first grants in 2008–09.

An amendment to section 555 of the Local Government Act 
1993 was introduced into Parliament this year to provide 
for the continuance of rate reductions on properties which 
include a conservation agreement. This recognises the 
contribution that private landholders make in conserving 
significant natural and cultural heritage on their properties.

The	Land	for	Wildlife	Program	encourages	private	
landholders to enter into voluntary wildlife conservation. 
The Community Environment Network (CEN), a non-
government community conservation organisation, has 
assumed from DECC the state coordination role for this 
program. During the year, partnership arrangements were 
implemented to enable this transition. In 2008–09, CEN will 
host a state conference to herald the further development 
of	Land	for	Wildlife	in	NSW.	

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

Private and unreserved land in NsW managed for 
conservation 

Definition: This indicator measures the total land area of NSW 
protected and managed by landholders of private and unreserved 
public land for conservation under the National Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1974, through voluntary conservation agreements and wildlife 
refuges. 
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Interpretation: In 2007-08, 20 new conservation agreements were 
established over a total area of 2,202 hectares. Five new wildlife 
refuges were established over a total area of 992 hectares. Additions 
to three wildlife refuges of nearly 34 hectares were gazetted. A further 
938 hectares with wildlife refuge status were transferred to DECC’s 
reserve system. 

In total, landholders managed an additional 3,194 hectares for 
conservation in 2007-08. At 30 June 2008, landholders managed a 
total of 1,957,365 hectares of land for conservation outside the reserve 
system. This represents 2.44% of the land in NSW.
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Asset Maintenance System
As part of its total asset management plan, DECC 
has commenced the statewide rollout of the Asset 
Maintenance System (AMS) for national parks and reserves. 
The AMS provides a comprehensive inventory of all assets 
owned or maintained; a statewide tool for consistent 
and efficient scheduling and implementation of asset 
maintenance; and a powerful reporting tool for local or 
statewide analysis of maintenance activities and costs.

This year, DECC completed system design, testing and 
the development of training materials. Rollout of the new 
system, starting with comprehensive asset data capture, 
commenced	in	February	2008,	with	the	first	areas	going	
live in June 2008. 

Historic heritage maintenance
DECC has one of the largest holdings of historic heritage 
sites in NSW. Each year, DECC manages major planning, 
works and maintenance projects to ensure that significant 
heritage is conserved. In 2007–08, the Heritage Assets 
Maintenance	Program	(HAMP)	allocated	over	$2.06	million	
to 58 projects at 40 locations, comprising 20 heritage 
planning	projects	and	36	heritage	works	projects.	

Some of these projects were:

•	 the	Sugarloaf	Point	Lighthouse	restoration	project,	
which gained a NSW National Trust Heritage Award. 
Restoration works costing $1 million included 
constructing verandas, relocating kitchens, upgrading 
bathrooms	and	extensive	conservation	works.	From	
1 July 2008, the lighthouse keeper’s cottages will be 
available for short-term holiday accommodation. 

•	 conservation	works	at	Trial	Bay	Gaol,	including	an	all-
weather education space. In addition, a long-term 
interpretation plan was finalised. The project cost 
$250,000.

•	 a	significant	upgrade	of	the	East	Kunderang	Homestead,	
which was completed in April 2008. The renovations 
included two refurbished bathrooms, a separate toilet, 
kitchen/dining renovations ($142,000) and a water 
supply upgrade ($10,000). The building is still available 
for visitor accommodation.

•	 reconstruction	of	the	original	lock-up (circa 1892) at 
the police station precinct in Dalmorton village in 
Guy	Fawkes	River	State	Conservation	Area,	completed	
in June 2008. This project, costing $50,000, included 
replacing bearers and walls using recycled tallowood. 

•	 the	upgrade	and	refurbishment	of	Karamea	Homestead	
on	the	banks	of	Barnard	River,	which	was	completed	
in June 2008 at a cost of $290,000. The homestead is 
available for visitor accommodation.

•	 the	stabilisation	of	Tibooburra	Courthouse,	at	a	cost	of	
approximately $8,000, which was completed in March 
2008.

Restoring the wattle and daub wall at Haefliger’s Cottage, Hill End, as 
part of the Historic Assets Maintenance Program. 

Undertaking a geophysical survey as part of the project to identify Sturt’s 
Stockade.
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HAMP funding was also secured to undertake 
archaeological work to assist in locating Charles Sturt’s 
stockade	on	the	edge	of	Lake	Pinaroo.	The	project	cost	
approximately	$13,000	and	was	completed	in	June	2008.	

The following major heritage management plans were 
endorsed under the Heritage Act 1977:

•	 an	archaeological	landscape	management	plan	for	Lake	
Innes Historic Site, endorsed in October 2007.

•	 a	conservation	management	plan	for	the	Old	Great	
North Road, endorsed in December 2007. This site was 
submitted to the Commonwealth Government to form 
part of the Australian Convict Sites World Heritage 
nomination. 

•	 a	conservation	management	plan	for	The	Meeting	Place	
Precinct,	Botany	Bay	National	Park.	

The Historic Heritage Information 
Management System 
The Historic Heritage Information Management System 
(HHIMS) contains information on over 9,000 historic 
heritage sites, moveable heritage collections, reports 
and DECCs statutory permit delegations under the NSW 
Heritage Act. 

HHIMS data is being used to assist in the rollout and 
mapping of DECC assets through the Asset Management 
System (AMS). Data matching between HHIMS and the 
AMS is under way across the state.

Great Eastern Ranges Cultural Values 
Project
The Great Eastern Ranges Cultural Values Project was 
undertaken to explore ways in which NSW communities 
value landscapes that cover more than 2,800 kilometres 
of the NSW section of the great eastern ranges. The 
project provides an overview of the social, cultural and 
spiritual values of the great eastern ranges, and informs 
government agencies of ways in which they can engage 
with communities. The final report for the project will be 
completed in 2008-09.

For	more	information	on	the	Great	Eastern	Ranges	
Initiative, see chapter 2.

Cultural landscapes: connecting history, 
heritage and reserve management
DECC continued to support management of cultural 
heritage in NSW reserves, by preparing an operational 
guide for DECC field staff. The guide will help staff to 
identify and manage Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
cultural heritage, and will be completed in late 2008.
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Aboriginal Places
Declaring an area as an Aboriginal Place is a way to 
formally recognise and protect Aboriginal people’s cultural 
attachment to the land. In 2007–08, guidelines and 
procedures for assessing Aboriginal Place nominations 
were reviewed to streamline the investigation process and 
expedite the declaration of Aboriginal Places. 

A	highlight	of	the	year	was	the	Byrock	Rockholes	
Aboriginal Place declaration ceremony which was held 
on-site	(70	km	south	of	Bourke)	in	May	2008.	The	Dreaming	
stories of the Ngemba people connected to this place 
are still intact today, allowing stories to be passed on by 
Ngemba knowledge holders. The area is connected with 
Biaime	(the	creator)	and	Wawai	(the	rainbow	serpent)	
Dreaming stories, including stories about the creation of 
animals. It is also a reliable water source in a naturally dry 
landscape that is rich in bush foods, medicines and natural 
materials needed for everyday activities. The Rockholes site 
was home to Aboriginal families who camped there from 
the late 1880s to early 1900s.

Interim community consultation 
requirements
Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, DECC issues 
permits for activities that may impact on Aboriginal 
cultural heritage objects and places. DECC’s Interim 
Community Consultation Requirements are used by permit 
applicants to consult with affected Aboriginal parties about 
the significance of their cultural heritage, the potential 
for impacts from proposed activities and ways in which 
these can be avoided or mitigated. DECC undertook an 
extensive review of the consultation requirements with the 
release of a discussion paper in December 2007. This was 
followed by a series of statewide forums between March 
and June 2008 at 20 locations, which involved meeting 
with more than 200 people. DECC also received more than 
30	written	submissions	from	interested	parties.	DECC	is	
currently rewriting the consultation requirements based 
on	feedback.	Further	consultation	will	occur	on	the	revised	
draft.

Reburials
At times, Aboriginal ancestral remains are uncovered by 
human, animal or environmental activity, causing distress 
to local Aboriginal communities. In 2007–08, DECC worked 
closely with Aboriginal elders, traditional Aboriginal owners 
and Aboriginal communities on reburials. Projects included 
the retrieval and reburial of ancestral remains uncovered in 
Bournda	and	Kosciuszko	national	parks.	

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

aboriginal Place declarations for sites of aboriginal 
cultural significance 

Definition: This indicator measures the cumulative number of places 
across NSW that were declared as Aboriginal Places under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 following recognition of their special 
significance to Aboriginal culture.
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Interpretation: Eight Aboriginal Places were declared in 2007–08. 
They were Bermagui Waterhole, Blackfellows Hand (near Lithgow), 
Byrock Rockholes (near Bourke), Capeen Mountain, Inglebah (near 
Tamworth), Kings Grave (near Condobolin and adjacent to the Lachlan 
River), Mt Yengo (in Mt Yengo National Park), and Yabra Springs (in 
Yabbra State Forest). These places protect burial and ceremonial sites, 
and former living and meeting places. As at June 2008, a total of 64 
Aboriginal Places had been declared. The number of declarations 
does not always reflect the level of ongoing investigative work as 
investigations may not be completed in a single reporting year, 
or investigations may find that a nominated place does not meet 
legislative requirements for declaration.
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Reburial locations continue to be inspected to ensure 
these sites are secure. An inspection of a 1999 reburial 
site in Royal National Park found its sand dune slope had 
not	stabilised.	DECC	assisted	the	La	Perouse	Aboriginal	
community to excavate and relocate the remains to a 
nearby Resting Place. 

Repatriation program
The repatriation program enables ancestral remains to be 
returned to Country. In partnership with local Aboriginal 
communities, DECC continued to identify, prioritise and 
coordinate return of ancestral remains, cultural materials 
and cultural information to Country. 

Three repatriation projects conducted during 2007–08 
were:

•	 the	repatriation	of	ancestral	remains,	formally	held	by	
the Australian Museum, back to Nari Nari land near Hay. 
These remains were laid to rest at Aboriginal-owned 
Toogimbie Station. 

•	 repatriation	projects	with	the	Ngunnawal,	Brungle/
Tumut	and	Eden	Local	Aboriginal	Land	Councils,	which	
included the return of a scarred tree from Kurnell south 
of Sydney.

•	 completion	of	the	first	stage	of	the	Barham	Collection	
repatriation, which involved the re-unification of 14–15 
individuals unearthed during road works in the Wakool 
Shire	near	Barham	in	1972.	

The repatriation program in 2008–09 will continue with 
planning for the return of approximately 104 remains held 
by the Australian Museum and Sydney University to local 
Aboriginal communities around Sydney and in southern 
NSW.

Yaegl oral history project
DECC	completed	an	oral	history	project	with	Yaegl	
Aboriginal	people	from	Yamba	and	Maclean,	and	prepared	
an	account	of	Yaegl	history	from	the	nineteenth	century	
onwards	in	relation	to	the	landscape	of	Yuraygir	National	
Park. The information delivered by the project will be 
used by park managers to continue to build a working 
partnership with the local Aboriginal community. 

The	Yaegl	history	is	being	incorporated	into	a	revised	
version of the contextual history of the park prepared in 
2006.	This	history	serves	to	acknowledge,	recognise	and	
respect community connections to the park landscape, 
promote understanding of the park’s cultural values and 
support the conservation of places of cultural value.

Aboriginal women’s heritage
Ballina and Cabbage Tree Island women’s heritage is a new 
booklet published by DECC that captures the personal 
stories of 12 Aboriginal women along the lower Richmond 
River.	This	publication	was	launched	in	Ballina	in	January	
2008. It is the twelfth in DECC’s series of books about the 
cultural attachment and associations Aboriginal women 
have with their local landscape. 

Rock art conservation projects
In 2007–08, under the rock art conservation program, work 
included preventing water wash erosion of pigment sites 
and damage by feral goats at Gundabooka National Park; 
removing graffiti from rock art sites at Wollemi and Royal 
national	parks	and	in	the	Bargo	River/Thirlmere	Lakes	
region; addressing salt erosion at North Head art sites; and 
repairing fire damage to an engraving site resulting from 
burnt boardwalks at West Head. 

Rock art conservation training continued with DECC 
regional staff, Sutherland Shire Council staff, Wonnaruah 
Local	Aboriginal	Land	Council	members,	and	Aboriginal	
community	members	from	the	Pilliga,	Cobar/Bourke	and	
Mudgee regions. DECC assisted the South Australian 
government with removing dust which was obscuring 
rock art at Arkaroo. DECC staff trained South Australian 
participants, including Aboriginal community members,  
in rock art conservation. 

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

aboriginal ancestral remains and collections 
of cultural material repatriated to aboriginal 
communities

Definition: This indicator measures the number of Aboriginal 
ancestral remains and collections of cultural material held under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) repatriated by DECC to 
NSW Aboriginal communities. DECC also works with the Australian 
Museum and community groups to facilitate repatriation under other 
legislation.

A ‘collection’ is more than two and up to 200 items. The repatriation 
process involves extensive consultation with Aboriginal communities 
to ensure items are returned appropriately and according to Aboriginal 
community protocols. 

Aboriginal ancestral remains and collections of cultural material 
repatriated to Aboriginal communities
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Interpretation: In 2007–08, DECC returned six remains and collections 
held under the NPW Act, and helped return two remains held by 
museums and universities to Aboriginal communities. Information 
is not available before 2004–05 for items returned from collections 
which were not under the NPW Act.
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Culture camps
Culture camps, also known as ‘back to Country’ activities, 
support and enhance Aboriginal connections to Country 
through intergenerational learning, the practice of 
custodial responsibilities and the continuation of valued 
traditions. 

In May 2008, a culture camp was held at Grassy Head in 
Yarriabini	National	Park,	to	develop	a	memorandum	of	
understanding with the Gumbaynggirr and Dunghutti 
people, which would clarify their advisory role in the 
management	of	Yarriabini	National	Park.	An	agreement	
was reached that will result in closer consultation with local 
Aboriginal people about all aspects of caring for Country, 
including cultural heritage management issues.

The	‘Back	to	Carowra	Tank	Weekend’	was	held	in	April	
2008 on a property north-east of Ivanhoe. It enabled 
local Aboriginal people to reconnect with an area which 
was an Aboriginal camp before it became a government 
reserve in the late 1920s. Activities over the weekend 
included sharing memories about the place, and informing 
participants about the documentation, preservation and 
protection of the site and its cultural heritage. 

On the mid north coast, four camps were conducted for 
young	offenders	at	Crowdy	Bay	and	Tappin	Tops	national	
parks. About ten boys participated in each camp. DECC 
Aboriginal staff camped overnight with the boys, who 
engaged in spotlighting to find native animals and learnt 
bush skills.

During the year, other culture camps included those 
held	at	Yathong	Nature	Reserve	and	Gundabooka	State	
Conservation Area, two women’s camps, a youth camp 
and a family camp at Talbingo and Elms Grove in the 
south-west slopes area, and the annual Christmas camp for 
Saltwater people in Saltwater National Park.

At Culgoa National Park, a culture camp shelter for 
Murrawarri people was completed in 2008. The shelter 
was constructed in response to an arrangement between 
Murrawarri elders and DECC which enables the community 
to access their traditional lands without seeking permission. 
The facility is located away from the main public camping 
area and provides a venue where the Murrawarri people 
can meet privately. 

In Gundabooka National Park, work continued on the 
renovation of ‘Toolooly House’, a homestead near the 
Mulgowan art site. The homestead will serve as a meeting 
place, cultural centre and education facility for Aboriginal 
people. 

Aboriginal sites awareness training
DECC’s Aboriginal sites awareness training program 
was developed in 2007. Training was delivered to six 
government and non-government partners. Results 
showed improved understanding and appreciation of 
Aboriginal heritage, increased knowledge of regulatory 
requirements, enhanced abilities in identifying and 
managing Aboriginal sites, and improved skills in working 
effectively with Aboriginal people. 

Georges River Project
DECC and the University of Technology Sydney are 
researching the different ways that Aboriginal, Anglo-Irish, 
Arabic-speaking and Vietnamese people value and use the 
parklands along the Georges River in southwest Sydney. 

A book will be published in 2008 tracing the history of 
Aboriginal presence on the river after 1788. It will focus on 
the history of the Salt Pan Creek fringe camp, which shows 
how Aboriginal pockets of settlement could endure, even 
in the middle of suburban Sydney, into the mid-twentieth 
century. 

  C a s e  s t u d y

Gamilaroi Gallop
Elders and young people from the Narrabri, Pilliga, 
Baradine and Coonabarabran Aboriginal communities 
journeyed along a 200-km heritage trail on horseback 
through Gamilaroi country. As part of a project to ‘Know 
Your Land, Know Your People, Know Yourself’ they rode 
from Narrabri and traveled through the Pilliga scrub to 
Coonabarabran in north-western NSW. 

The path chosen enabled participants to increase their 
understanding of the cultural and economic relationship 
Aboriginal people have with land and water. Along the 
way, participants learnt about themselves, their culture 
and values such as responsibility, respect, trust and 
leadership. 

The gallop was supported by a Duke of Edinburgh 
award and local Aboriginal elders. Aboriginal role 
models included Anthony Mundine, Alison Page and 
Paul Sinclair who shared their stories of success with 
participants, emphasising the importance of knowing 
your culture and setting and achieving life goals.
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 Gamilaroi Gallop riders on the trail. 
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A companion book will describe the settlement of the 
suburbs along the northern side of the river by low-income 
Anglo-Irish families through the early and mid-twentieth 
century, and describe their campaigns to reserve bushland 
areas along the river for the health and enjoyment of their 
families, in a part of Sydney that had very few parks. 

Aboriginal Heritage Information 
Management System
The Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System 
(AHIMS) contains detailed archaeological information 
on	55,385	recorded	sites	and	9,446	Aboriginal	heritage	
reports. It is used by government, industry and heritage 
professionals for land use planning, regulation and 
conservation management, and by local Aboriginal 
communities to help them manage, conserve and protect 
local sites and heritage. 

In 2007–08, DECC digitally photographed 780 tracings of 
rock art and modified trees from locations across NSW, and 
registered	2,762	new	items	and	locations	in	AHIMS.	

This represents a 17% increase from last year. DECC staff 
entered	482	new	reports,	representing	a	38%	increase	and	
undertook	3,506	searches	of	the	system	for	external	users,	
an	increase	of	20%	from	2006–07.	

Aboriginal Discovery Program
DECC’s Aboriginal Discovery Program was established 
in 1998–99 and has gone from strength to strength. 
Aboriginal Discovery involves DECC working in partnership 
with local Aboriginal communities to educate the broader 
community about local Aboriginal culture and heritage 
through walks, talks, tours and school programs. During 
2007–08,	16	regions	delivered	an	Aboriginal	Discovery 
program with advice and help from their local Aboriginal 
communities.

A key aim of Aboriginal Discovery is to support local 
Aboriginal people in the management and interpretation 
of their culture and heritage. Aboriginal Discovery also 
strengthens cultural renewal. Authorisation is gained from 
the appropriate local Aboriginal elders or community 
groups to develop and conduct Aboriginal Discovery 
activities on behalf of their communities.

During 2007–08, 47 Aboriginal people across the state 
were engaged to deliver Aboriginal Discovery programs. 
This is a similar number to previous years.

 2002 
-03

2003 
-04

2004 
-05

2005 
-06

2006 
-07

2007 
-08

Aboriginal Discovery 
program staff 45 45 49 58 41 47

During 2007–08, 1,070 Aboriginal Discovery tours were 
conducted across the state with a large increase in the 
number of tours that were conducted by Aboriginal 
people without the assistance of non-Aboriginal Discovery 
staff. This increase relates to the growth in the Discovery for 
Schools program where Aboriginal topics are becoming 
increasingly popular. 

In 2007–08 there were several new Aboriginal Discovery 
programs, including:

•	 ‘Wiradjuri	Wonders’	in	Kosciuszko	National	Park,	which	
focuses on bush tucker, bush craft and traditional 
pathways through the northern end of the park. 

•	 a	program	involving	local	elders	in	Saltwater	National	
Park

•	 ‘Wanda	on	Wheels’	on	the	far	south	coast.	Two	
Aboriginal Discovery rangers travelled around the region 
in a brightly-coloured van playing the didgeridoo; 
teaching the public about bush tucker, traditional 
Aboriginal life and culture; and performing Aboriginal 
dances. The Discovery	rangers	delivered	83	activities	
to	6,500	visitors	at	caravan	parks,	camping	grounds,	
after school care facilities, preschools and local clubs. 
‘Wanda on Wheels’ has increased the demand for 
Aboriginal cultural education and has led to the number 
of Aboriginal Discovery rangers in the region being 
doubled.

New tours and curriculum-based programs were also 
developed	for	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands.

Aboriginal Discovery rangers in the Hunter region 
continued to deliver popular programs including 
‘Minnaring’	at	Awabakal	Nature	Reserve	and	‘Bushfood	
Bounty’	at	Glenrock	State	Conservation	Area.	

In	the	Snowy	Mountains	Region,	698	visitors	participated	
in guided walks featuring indigenous plant use, traditional 
skills demonstrations, and art and craft activities.

The successful Gamilaraay Discovery Program, which is 
delivered with the local Gamilaraay community, continued 
in Coonabarabran. It includes a half day visit to Tara Cave 
in Warrumbungle National Park and Sandstone Caves in 
Pilliga	Nature	Reserve,	and	a	visit	to	Burra-bee-dee	Mission.	

Aboriginal Discovery activities in the far west of the 
state included walking tours with bush tucker, talks on 
Aboriginal history and contemporary Aboriginal culture, 
and tours of stencil and engraving sites in Mungo, 
Kinchega, Mutawintji and Paroo-Darling national parks.

DECC staff member, Emma Lees, traces Aboriginal rock art. 
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Training and employment opportunities
In June 2008, the first ever Aboriginal Discovery ranger 
training	course	was	conducted	at	Jervis	Bay	for	staff	
from	across	the	State	and	the	Commonwealth	Booderee	
National Park. They practiced delivering Aboriginal cultural 
programs to more than 500 students from Moss Vale 
Primary School. In addition, 100 children from St Georges 
Basin	Primary	School	spent	a	morning	in	Jervis	Bay	
National Park with the rangers, learning about bush tucker/
medicine, men’s and women’s business and how to throw 
a boomerang. 

The	Towra	Team	in	Botany	Bay	National	Park	are	jointly	
funded by a federal grant for dune reforestation and 
DECC Aboriginal co-management funding. The Towra 
Team	consists	of	10	members	of	the	La	Perouse	Aboriginal	
community employed by DECC as casual Discovery guides. 

Team members contribute to the management of Towra 
Point Nature Reserve on the Kurnell Peninsula while 
receiving extensive training and experience to increase 
their capacity to gain further employment with DECC. 
As the project has progressed, Towra Team members 
have	also	become	involved	in	managing	Botany	Bay	
National Park. 

During the year, team members obtained their Green 
Card (an occupational health and safety ticket required 
for people to work in or around construction sites), first 
aid certificate and boat licences. The team is currently 
undertaking chainsaw, cross cut, and conservation and 
land	management	courses	which	receive	TAFE	certification.	

They are also involved in boat patrols, law enforcement, 
archaeological site monitoring, dune restoration, planting, 
mulching, weeding, nursery work, and community 
consultation. The project has also enhanced connections 
between	the	La	Perouse	Aboriginal	community	and	local	
DECC staff. 

The	Long-nosed	Potoroo	Indigenous	Cultural	Connection	
Project is a cooperative project between DECC and 
Southern Rivers Catchment Management Authority in the 
far south coast region. The project provides Aboriginal 
community members with opportunities to take part 
in wildlife surveys, including sand plot monitoring and 
animal track identification. A booklet has been produced 
that presents information on the species incorporating, 
where possible, local Koori languages. A DVD is due to be 
released by September 2008.

A trainee Aboriginal Discovery ranger was employed in 
the Snowy Mountains region in 2007. The trainee helped 
prepare and present programs on Aboriginal and natural 
heritage, and shared local history. On the mid north coast, 
a young Aboriginal person has been trained in guiding at 
Sea Acres Nature Reserve Rainforest Centre.

In northern NSW, an Aboriginal sites identification 
course	was	held	at	Kwiambal	National	Park	and	Burral	
Yurral	Nature	Reserve	involving	traditional	owners,	local	
Aboriginal	elders,	and	staff	from	DECC	and	Border	Rivers	
Gwydir Catchment Management Authority.

  C a s e  s t u d y

young aboriginal people find out  
about their past
The Shoalhaven Youth Volunteering Initiative Program, 
now in its fifth year, targets mainly Aboriginal students 
from Shoalhaven High School, who attend sessions 
with DECC Aboriginal staff on career opportunities, 
re-connecting with and interpreting their culture, and 
site identification and management.

The students also completed a project on interpreting 
the significance of Bomaderry Creek Regional Park to 
the local Aboriginal community. The interpretation was 
linked with the 100-year anniversary of the Bomaderry 
Children’s Home – the first to open in NSW in 1908. 
Bomaderry Creek was a safe place for families to hide 
their children when government welfare officers came 
looking for Aboriginal children. It was also one of the 
few places where children from the home could swim 
and fish.

In May 2008, on the anniversary of the opening, 
indigenous people from across NSW visited the 
children’s home to share their stories, meet up with 
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people they had not seen for years and relive their time 
spent in the home as young children. The mentoring 
students from Shoalhaven High School and DECC staff 
hosted a ’yarn-up‘ to record stories from the children’s 
home. The stories will be presented by the students on a 
video to be circulated to schools and indigenous groups 
throughout NSW.

Students from Shoalhaven High School learn about Aboriginal culture as 
part of the preparation for conducting the Bomaderry Children’s Home 
Project. 
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Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Advisory 
Committee
The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee 
(ACHAC) is established under Section 27 of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.

The Committee was constituted in 2006,	to	advise	the	
Minister and the Director General on any matter relating to 
identification, assessment and management of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage in NSW.

The	ACHAC	developed	a	strategic	agenda	for	2006–09	
comprising the following five priority areas:

1. Protecting Aboriginal cultural heritage.

2. Understanding Aboriginal cultural heritage and 
managing heritage information/knowledge.

3.	 Cultural	identity/renewal.

4. Managing lands, gardens and terrestrial and marine 
parks.

5.	 Building	a	working	environment	in	DECC	that	affirms	
and respects Aboriginal culture.

Co-management of parks
Co-management of parks involves DECC and Aboriginal 
people sharing responsibility for a park’s management. 
The aim is to ensure that Aboriginal people participate 
in planning of and decision making for a park or reserve, 
while	maintaining	access	to	the	park	for	everyone.	Formal	
co-management options include:

•	 DECC	returning	a	protected	area	to	its	Aboriginal	
owners and leasing it back to be jointly managed under 
Part 4A of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974

•	 Indigenous	Land	Use	Agreements	(ILUAs)	with	native	
title holders under the Native Title Act 1993

•	 memoranda	of	understanding	(MOU)	between	DECC	
and Aboriginal communities

•	 DECC	entering	into	less	formal	partnerships	with	
Aboriginal people to protect and manage their culture, 
heritage and land.

As	at	30	June	2008,	co-management	arrangements	
included: 

•	 Aboriginal	ownership	and	lease	back	of	Mutawintji	
National Park, Mutawintji Historic Site and Mutawintji 
Nature Reserve, in the far west; Mt Grenfell Historic Site 
near	Cobar;	Biamanga	and	Gulaga	national	parks	on	
the	far	south	coast;	and	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	
near Newcastle.

•	 ILUAs	with	the	Bundjalung	people	of	Byron	Bay	
(Arakwal) for Arakwal National Park and a proposed Ti 
Tree	Lake	Aboriginal	Area	near	Cape	Byron;	and	with	the	
Githabul people for ten parks in the Kyogle area.

•	 MOUs	for	Mungo	National	Park	near	Mildura;	Kinchega	
National Park near Menindee; Goobang National Park 
and Snake Rock Aboriginal Area near Peak Hill; Pilliga 
Nature Reserve near Coonabarabran; and parks in the 
Central Coast–Hunter Range Region and in Sydney. 

Increase Aboriginal participation 
in land, water and natural 
resource management

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee. 
Standing left to right: Stephen Ryan, Jason Field, Yvonne Stewart (Chair), 
Robin Heath, Victor Perry (Deputy Chair). 
Sitting left to right: Glenda Chalker, James Ingram, Viola Brown. 
Absent: Lavina Duroux, Mary Duroux, Maureen O’Donnell. 
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DECC	is	also	working	with	Forster	Local	Aboriginal	Land	
Council to cooperatively manage lands at Seal Rocks. 

In	November	2007,	the	Federal	Court	recognised	the	
Githabul people’s native title rights to over 112,000 
hectares of national parks and state forests in the Kyogle, 
Woodenbong and Tenterfield areas of NSW. This is the 
largest determination of native title in NSW, and means 
the Githabul people are legally entitled to access and 
camp in the areas; fish, hunt and gather animal and plant 
resources for personal use; take and use water for personal 
use; access the area for spiritual purposes and access sites 
of spiritual significance; and protect places of importance 
from physical harm. The rights are non-exclusive, meaning 
that the wider community will still be able to access these 
areas. 

The	Githabul	ILUA	includes	agreement	as	to	how	
these rights will be exercised in parks and establishes a 
co-management arrangement for them. The Githabul 
National Parks Management Committee, whose role is to 
advise DECC on the care, control and management of the 
10 parks, was appointed in November 2007. 

The	Worimi	Board	of	Management	met	for	the	first	time	
in March 2008. The board, with a majority of Worimi-
registered Aboriginal owners, has the care, control and 
management of Worimi National Park, Worimi Regional 
Park and Worimi State Conservation Area. 

The	Biamanga	Board	of	Management,	which	is	responsible	
for	the	care,	control	and	management	of	Biamanga	
National	Park,	and	the	Gulaga	Board	of	Management,	
which is responsible for the care, control and management 
of Gulaga National Park, met for the first time in August 
2007.	The	members	of	both	Boards	are	mainly	Yuin-
registered Aboriginal owners. 

In July 2007, DECC and the Pilliga Nature Reserve Aboriginal 
Consultative Committee, which includes elders and 
other	representatives	from	the	Coonabarabran,	Baradine,	
Gunnedah and Narrabri local Aboriginal communities, 
celebrated five years of successful cooperation with the 
launch of the Gunyah, a special Aboriginal-style shelter 
for culture camps. This partnership has resulted in the 
protection of local Aboriginal heritage in the reserve and 
fostered a valuable connection to Country for traditional 
owners.

Activities initiated by the committee over the last five 
years have included employing local Aboriginal people 
in locating and recording Aboriginal sites, employing 
Aboriginal Discovery rangers to lead cultural tours, holding 
cultural camps twice, and developing dual language 
interpretive signage featuring the Gamilaraay language. In 
2008, the Committee changed its name to Gawambaraay 
Pilliga Co-management Committee and expanded its 
area of responsibility to include Dandry Gorge and Willala 
Aboriginal Areas. Gawambaraay is the traditional name for 
local Gamilaraay people. 

NSW Wetland Recovery Program
As part of the NSW Wetland Recovery Program, DECC 
is consulting with Aboriginal communities about 
environmental restoration in the Macquarie Marshes and 
Gwydir Wetlands. 

Aboriginal communities were consulted on archaeological 
surveys, historical research and oral history interviews. 
Consultation	also	included	‘Back	to	Country’	camps	so	
local Aboriginal people could exchange family histories, 
share knowledge about plants and stories and use wetland 
resources for cultural uses and manufacture. The outcomes 
demonstrated that the wetlands retain important 
Aboriginal cultural values. Strategies are being developed 
to recognise these values in environmental management.

  P e R f o R m a N C e  i N d i C a t o R

formal agreements with aboriginal communities 
for co-management of protected areas

Definition: DECC works with Aboriginal communities to incorporate 
cultural practices into the management of parks and reserves under 
co-management arrangements. These agreements are guided 
and formalised under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and 
the Native Title Act 1993 (Commonwealth). This indicator shows 
the number of formal co-management agreements in place with 
Aboriginal communities, including leases, Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements and memoranda of understanding.

DECC also engages in informal partnership arrangements with 
Aboriginal communities. However, given the localised nature of many 
of these, they are difficult to measure accurately and have not been 
included in this indicator.

Formal agreements with Aboriginal communities for co-management 
of protected areas
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Interpretation: During 2007–08, no new co-management agreements 
were entered into. The Menindee Aboriginal Elders Council and DECC 
renewed the existing MOU for Kinchega National Park. Important 
steps were taken to implement the new Aboriginal co-management 
agreements entered into in late 2006–07, including the appointment 
of the Githabul Management Committee and the Worimi Board of 
Management and the first meetings of the Biamanga and Gulaga 
Boards of Management. 

As at 30 June 2008, there were 15 formal co-management 
arrangements in place with Aboriginal communities covering 97 areas 
across more than 1.5 million hectares (or 23%) of the reserve system.
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Aboriginal sites decision support tool
The Aboriginal sites decision support tool (ASDST) models 
the distribution of Aboriginal sites including camp sites, 
rock art, and scarred trees. The information can be used 
to determine the preservation status of Aboriginal sites, 
their representation in existing conservation mechanisms 
and the context for conservation strategies prepared with 
Aboriginal communities. In 2007–08, ASDST was used in 
initiatives such as the Great Eastern Ranges Cultural Values 
Project	and	regional	assessments	of	the	Brigalow	Belt	
South	Bioregion,	Cathedral	Rock	and	Yanga	national	parks,	
the	Blue	Mountains	World	Heritage	Area,	and	Crown	lands.

CMA partnerships
In 2007–08, DECC worked with Namoi Catchment 
Management Authority on ground works for 22 Aboriginal 
heritage sites. Comprehensive assessments were 
conducted for risks including erosion, inundation of weeds 
and impacts from domestic stock. Works included burial 
identification, fencing, signage erection, revegetation 
works, and ‘ground truthing’ using a global positional radar. 

Joint ventures and projects 
The Pandanus People in South West Rocks undertake 
restoration projects such as removing weeds from, and 
planting trees and shrubs in, Arakoon State Conservation 
Area and Hat Head National Park. In 2007–08, they 
established a nursery for propagating native plants with 
DECC staff, and sold the plants to other planting programs 
to assist with the sustainability of the nursery.

Conservation	works	were	completed	at	Severs	Beach	
in	Ben	Boyd	National	Park	in	May	2008	as	part	of	a	joint	
project	with	Eden	Local	Aboriginal	Lands	Council.	Work	
included restoring middens and installing a boardwalk. 

The	Pambula	River	Cultural	Landscape	Project,	which	
involves	the	Eden	Local	Aboriginal	Lands	Council,	Southern	
Rivers Catchment Management Authority and DECC, 
commenced in March 2008 and involves surveying all the 
midden sites and developing a management plan. The 
estimated completion date is the end of 2009.

Stage 4 of the Eurobodalla Heritage Study commenced this 
year. It is a joint program between DECC, Eurobodalla Shire 
Council	and	Batemans	Bay,	Bodalla,	Cobowra,	Merrimans,	
Mogo	and	Wagonga	Local	Aboriginal	Land	Councils.	Stage	
4 incorporates the information obtained during previous 
stages into council planning. An oral history booklet was 
launched in June 2008.

Hands Across the Desert
In October 2007, Aboriginal members of the Northern 
Territory Mulan Community travelled 900 kilometres 
to Mungo National Park. They met with the traditional 
owners of the Willandra World Heritage Area for a cultural 
exchange.	The	event	formed	part	of	the	Mungo	Festival,	
the Hands Across the Desert Project. It provided an 
opportunity for the two groups to come together to yarn 
about cultural tourism and management in significant 
areas.

NAIDOC celebrations
Dorrigo National Park hosted a bush tucker day to 
celebrate NAIDOC Week in 2007. Gumbaynggirr Aboriginal 
Discovery	ranger	Mark	Flanders	led	rainforest	walks	
describing the rainforest as ‘a hospital, supermarket and 
hardware store, all in one’. At the Canopy Café, a bush 
tucker feast was served to visitors, featuring kangaroo, 
crocodile, barramundi, wattle-seed scones and native berry 
cheesecake. 

Flag	raising	in	Bega	formed	part	of	NAIDOC	celebrations	
on	the	far	south	coast.	Approximately	300	people	attended	
the event. 

In the Snowy Mountains, activities held in conjunction with 
local government agencies included a dinner for elders 
and community members, an official ceremony, and a 
workshop with local Aboriginal children in Cooma.

Out west, a community barbecue including a ranger-
guided activity for Menindee Central School students, was 
held in Kinchega National Park assisted by the Menindee 
Aboriginal Elders Council. Around 80 people participated 
in the event. 

The Killungoondie Plain cultural burning in Dorrigo 
National Park coincided with NAIDOC Week celebrations. 
The Killungoondie Plain is one of a few relatively intact 
grassland plains in a forested environment in NSW. 
The plains were important to the local Gumbaynggirr 
Aboriginal People before European settlement as hunting, 
ceremonial and habitation sites. In July 2007, a program 
of cultural and ecological burning was commenced in 
consultation	with	the	Dorrigo	Aboriginal	Land	Council	to	
maintain these sites. A conservation management plan 
has been prepared with recommendations for future 
management. 
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