
Dear Sirs,  

Submission to Issues Paper 1406031                    September 1 :2014 

J. and S. Lymburner 

126 Coolgardie Road, 

Via Ballina NSW 2478. 

  

Dear Panel Members, 

                                 Our Background:   Both of us are trained Bush Regenerators and have 

worked in the field for National Parks and Wildlife Service, various local Councils and on 

private land as contractors.                                 

We have a Voluntary Conservation Agreement (VCA) on 84% of our land, 14 kms South of 

Ballina along the Blackwall Range.  

The property is a mixture of Lowland Sub-Tropical Rainforest, Dry Rainforest and Moist 

Sclerophyll Forest,  it’s steep and rocky with a stream that bisects it forming three significant 

waterfalls, it also has views extending across the river flats and cane fields to the Pacific 

Ocean. Four Threatened flora species occur here naturally, and several Endangered species as 

well.  

  

  

We have held the VCA since 1997 – during this time, initially we received a generous grant 

to commence regeneration on the property to remove the weeds  

Mainly Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum camphora), Lantana (Lantana camara) Crofton 

Weed ( Ageratina adenophora), with several smaller infestations of other less invasive weed 

species present.  Since obtaining the Agreement, we have removed the weed species, to the 

point that all is required is regular maintenance and have also obtained some smaller grants to 

assist us. 

  

Having given you some insight as to our connection to the submission, we are aware that our 

experience is mainly in the conservation action component of the issues paper. 

  

1. From our own experience the grants we have received have been sufficient to supplement  

our own input as environmental stewards. 

 Financial input should be balanced between landholder and grants to assist with the 

protection of ecosystems and biodiversity. 

  

2.The binding nature of agreements assists with the long term planning of restoration. 

 In most cases productive land is excluded from Agreements.  

Local Government rate reduction assists landholders and influences them to taking the 

decision to protect their land. 

  

3.Organisations can assist in talking to interested landholders and convincing them of the 

long term values of protecting portions of their land that have conservation and biodiversity 

values. 

 4. – 

  

5. Regular visits, personal contacts and integration with the organizations who have 

formalised the agreements,  would help with the sense of  stewardship and appreciation of the 



works done by the landholders, and consolidate the landholders commitment to the on-going 

nature of maintenance and care of their conservation area. 

It would assist landholders if organizations could co-ordinate with them when doing baiting 

programs for feral animals. Resulting in a more positive outcome for the control of feral 

animals across the landscape. 

  

6. - 

  

7. From a landholder perspective there appears very little future planning aspects to 

agreements,  unfortunately it’s more of ‘a steady as she goes approach’. 

We would greatly appreciate a more definitive sense of long term commitment and planning 

approach.. 

  

8. Current practice appears a little ‘ad hoc’ without much sense of a desire by the government 

to protect and encourage landholders  to engage with conservation or the protection and 

awareness of biodiversity. 

  

We have made comment on the areas of the issue paper that we have some experience in, but 

we are delighted with the concept of the issues paper and think that the conservation and 

biodiversity issue is poorly understood and financed, specially if we want to uphold the 

biodiversity values with no further species loss, not only  for New South Wales but also the 

whole of Australia. 

  

In summary, there is little support given to VCA holders from the regional office and only 

limited support from Sydney, it would be much appreciated if VCA’s were given more 

support from the local staff, by way of visits and personal contact, by email or other social 

media. 

Hoping that your issues paper can use these observations from some landholders – the 

recipients of the Conservation Agreements. 

  

Yours   sincerely, 

  

Stephanie Lymburner  

  

  

  

  

  

Julian Lymburner. 

 


