
Anonymous User just submitted the survey 'Biodiversity Legislation Review Questionnaire' 

with the responses below. 

Name  

Mare Carter  

Email address  

mcarter@shoal.net.au  

Theme 1: Objects and principles for biodiversity conservation  

Check box to view and respond to questions  

Should there be an aspirational goal for biodiversity conservation?  

yes  

Given available evidence about the value and state of the environment, are the existing 

legislative objects still valid? Do the current objects align with international and 

national frameworks, agreements, laws, obligations? If not, what objects are required?  

don't know  

To what extent are the current objects being met?  

After 52 years as a subsistence farmer and wildlife carer, formerly an author and traveller 

about this broad country, I now at aged 82 cannot say what is working or not elsewhere. I 

only know what has worked on this property, which we made Wildlife Refuge 129 in mid 

1960. I know what works here and observe year by year the ebb and flow of native animals 

and plants.  

Could the objects of the current laws be simplified and integrated? If so, how?  

Probably  

Theme 2: Conservation action  

Check box to view and respond to questions  

Is the current system effective in encouraging landowners to generate public benefits 

from their land and rewarding them as environmental stewards? Or are current 

mechanisms too focused on requiring private landowners to protect ecosystem services 

and biodiversity at their own cost?  

Sorry, I don't know. We have plotted our own course here, and it has worked.  

Are there elements of the current system for private land conservation that raise 

impediments (for example, binding nature of agreements and potential loss of 



production) for individuals who want to manage their land for conservation? If so what 

are they? What incentives might be effective, efficient and equitable in promoting 

biodiversity conservation on private land?  

I would suggest circulating annually a sheet like a rain gauge record to landholders, so they 

can easily note the appearance and disappearance, the movements within their ecosystem, , eg 

blossoming, leaf fall, courtship, nesting, of species by date. Put into a folder, these records 

would make it easy to create a spread sheet of species showing changes and patterns over the 

years. These annual check sheets, flora and fauna, should name the species appropriate to that 

sort of ecosystem, that district, with blank lines at the bottom for other species not listed.  

What should be the role of organisations and bodies, such as the Nature Conservation 

Trust, in facilitating and managing private land conservation through mechanisms such 

as conservation and biobanking agreements?  

I don't know. The KISS principle is usually best for busy people. By opening a file for each 

property, not difficult with computers, a mosaic of ecosystems would be produced, easy to 

add to, easy to change if the property is sold.  

How should the government determine priorities for its investment in biodiversity 

conservation while enabling and encouraging others (e.g. community groups) to 

contribute to their own biodiversity conservation priorities?  

By consultation with property owners, wildlife specialists, the odd lawyer and ultimately a 

sympathetic legislator, councillor, senator or minister .A strong dose of your Tim Flannery, 

Harry Butler, Vincent Serventy, people on the ground, is needed.  

How can the effectiveness of conservation programs be monitored and evaluated?  

Thru submission of the Wildlife/Ecosystem records described above to the governing body. 

Collating these would five the office bound something to do. Once in awhile, some might like 

to venture out to properties to see what has been reported in the real, and maybe a cheerful 

magazine could be produced, like Landcare does but a bit less earnest. NOTE: I can suggest 

the perfect journalist for that task, grew up in Foxground, moved away to travel outback and 

Asia, Europe, U.S., now moved back to Foxground in mid-life. An author, bush walker, 

trained and avid observer of everything, experienced in life, on-line publishing, just entering 

anew phase of her life and career. Diana Plater: plater@optusnet.com.au.  

How should any tradeoffs be assessed?  

By editorials in the magazine, which could be on line. A running conversation between 

interested people, not requiring too much time and input from people who may prefer to be 

outdoors  

To what extent is the system forward looking or dealing with legacy impacts?  

I cannot say  

To what extent does current practice (rather than the legislation) determine outcomes?  



Well, current practice works for us.  

Theme 3: Conservation in land use planning  

Check box to view and respond to questions  

How effective are current arrangements at ensuring biodiversity values are identified 

early and properly considered in strategic planning systems? How can they be 

improved?  

I can't say. Friendly communication would help. Bulletins for landholders in an area where a 

species is being threatened would be helpful...a friendly reminder, not a reprimand. The 

ecosystem is an organic thing, not a paper construct. It is hands on. Needs bright eyes, open 

ears and innovation. No two properties are quite the same, landholders ditto.  

How effective are current arrangements for delivering strategic outcomes for 

biodiversity and enhancing ecosystem services? How can they be improved?  

Nature conservations is not a wordy concept .It is a dirt-under-the-fingernails eyes and ears 

alert,, gumboots outdoors activity  

How should the effectiveness of strategic planning approaches be monitored and 

evaluated?  

Simple, non-threatening annual questionnaires sent online where practical. .After 

consideration, results can be published as described above and policy formulated.  

Theme 4: Conservation in development approval processes  

Check box to view and respond to questions  

To what extent has the current framework created inconsistent assessment processes, 

environmental standards, offset practices and duplicative rules? What can be done to 

harmonise processes?  

Less bureaucratic, more personal contact with landholders.  

Can we have a single, integrated approach to the approval of all forms of development, 

including agricultural development, that is proportionate to the risks involved? If yes, 

should one methodology (or a harmonised methodology) be used to assess all impacts? 

Does a need remain for some differences in assessment approaches?  

No  

What are the advantages and disadvantages of the different biodiversity assessment 

methodologies? Are the rules transparent and consistent? Is the way data is used to 

underpin decisions transparent? Do the assessment methodologies appropriately 

accommodate social and economic values?  

No idea  



Does the regulatory system adequately protect listed threatened species, populations 

and ecological communities? Is there utility in specifically protecting these entities 

through the regulatory system?  

don't know  

Are there other models (international or Australian) that regulate activities impacting 

on biodiversity that may be relevant to NSW?  

Don't know  

Are there other models (international or Australian) that regulate activities impacting 

on biodiversity that may be relevant to NSW?  

Don't know  

To what extent has the current regulatory system resulted in lost development 

opportunities and/or prevented innovative land management practices?  

Don't know  

Some impacts cannot be offset. What are they? Are these appropriately addressed in 

approval systems? What is the relevance of social and economic benefits of projects in 

considering these impacts?  

Don't know  

How can offsets be more strategically located?  

Don't know  

Are there areas currently regulated that would be better left to self-regulatory codes of 

practice or accreditation schemes?  

Don't know  

Theme 5: Wildlife management  

Check box to view and respond to questions  

Have the threats to biodiversity posed by: (a) people taking animals and plants from the 

wild, (b) feral animals and weeds, and (c) illegally imported species, been effectively 

managed?  

I don't know. But I believe the Landcare group in Berry NSW is doing an effective job.  

Has the NPW Act and the supporting policy framework led to a positive change in the 

welfare of native animals (captive and free-living)? What role if any should the 

government have in ensuring the welfare of individual native animals – particularly 



where there are already stand-alone welfare laws such as the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act 1979?  

I don't know about change but I feel sure government should take an active role in protecting 

endangered species. Who else would have the power, or the knowledge of the ecosystem 

picture, if the suggestions above were implemented. I would suggest issuing warning notices 

for properties where a species lives. In the mildest form, no penalty would accrue but at least 

folks with an interest in conservation or Nature observation might be attracted to that 

property to own it and care for it . In the strongest form, a contract to protect that species 

would have to be signed when the land changes hands and If not, the sale could be blocked. 

Preserving an ecosystem is different from not being cruel to animals.  

Has the NPW Act and the supporting policy framework led to a positive change in the 

welfare of native animals (captive and free-living)? What role if any should the 

government have in ensuring the welfare of individual native animals – particularly 

where there are already stand-alone welfare laws such as the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act 1979?  

Yes and no. Depends on the executives of so-called conservation groups. There are all sorts 

of "cruelty" (eg, too small, dirty enclosures et al) but some people believe it is cruel to keep 

alive an animal or bird which has been injured and cannot fend for itself if free, while there 

are others who are happy, delighted, to feed and house such a "pensioner", thus bringing joy 

to their lives and a source of interest and information about a wild species. I believe in case 

by case assessment, laced with tolerance and compassion for both animal and carer.  

Are the provisions for marine mammals effective?  

I don't know but I doubt it. Education is needed to convince the public that wild creatures, 

including dolphins and such DO NOT crave fondling by humans, or food in return for tricks, 

et al. People must learn to stand back and observe, keeping hands in pockets to gather up 

loose change for donation to the carers.  

Is the current framework for wildlife licensing, offences and defences, including those 

applying to threatened species, easily understood? Is the current licensing system too 

complex? How can it be improved and simplified to focus on conservation outcomes?  

I have no idea, but I think KISS would be the way to go, especially after the Wildlife Census 

I recommend above.  

Is there currently appropriate regulation for the sustainable use and trade of wildlife?  

I don't know. I hope so!  

Theme 6: Information provisions  

Check box to view and respond to questions  

What information should be generated about the different kinds of value (for example, 

monetary and intrinsic value) of biodiversity and other natural assets in NSW?  



The answer is obvious to we, the already converted. For the rest, education, education, 

education .Appealing fliers included in Council rates notices, perhaps along with the Annual 

Ecosystem Count chart, appropriate to the district concerned.  

What type, quality and frequency of data should be collected about biodiversity? Who 

should be responsible for such a system?  

See Theme 3, question 3 answer. A professional writer, an academic, sympathetic to the 

subject. M y neighbour Diana Plater would be perfect (seeTheme 2, question 6)She also is 

such a practiced traveller and interviewer, she could do some of the field work, and might 

enjoy it.Ibid  

Is current data about biodiversity highly credible and readily accessible? If not, how 

can quality and access be improved?  

Ibid  

How effective is the threatened species listing process (including the listing of key 

threatening processes) in guiding subsequent conservation action?  

Don't know.  

Should threatened species listing decisions be decoupled from decisions on conservation 

actions (including recovery planning) and regulatory processes?  

What kind of a question is that? I disrespectfully suggest the answer would present itself after 

the processes above.  

To what extent, if any, does having national and state lists of threatened species cause 

confusion, regulatory burden or duplication of conservation effort? How could national 

and state lists be rationalised?  

No idea but should be easy to do on a computer/  

To what extent is the identification of critical habitat an effective tool for biodiversity 

conservation? Should we list critical habitat for more species where relevant and 

useful?  

Why njot?  

Should private conservation data be collected and if so how?  

Yes. Ibid.  

Other comments  

As you may guess, I have passion for these subjects, even from Heaven's Doorstep where I 

now stand at age 84. A portion of my life's energy, and that of my family, has been devoted 

to "setting an example" for others. For 17 years, we ran Wild Country Park on a small portion 

of our property, open weekends only (as farmers and working journalists, film makers, we 



were too busy to open more or dwell on making a commercial bonanza of it). It was a hobby, 

a way to keep our family working together when our sons were growing up, an alternative to 

zoos or to traditional farmers duty-bound to rid their land of "vermin". Late in 1980s I wrote 

"A Wild Life", published by Random House, telling the story. People still get in touch, 

moved by that book, or harking back to visits to Wild Country Park where, for visitors and 

school parties, I prepared lists and quizzes to inspire and inform the public about our 

ecosystem and how to discover the one in their yards at home. So I've done the "homework", 

so much as it applied here. My late husband, photographer Jeff Carter, worked as journalists 

and authors for over 50 years to make our contributions to the preservation of the bio 

diversity of Australia.  

 


