
I am writing this submission as a fifth generation farmer from North West NSW. 

 

The location of my family property is North of Lightning Ridge in the County of Finch. An area that 

has proven itself to be suitable for the sustainable production of dryland cropping and livestock 

production. 

 

The current Native Veg Act has impacted severely on the viability of my property as well as the 

biodiversity of the landscape by restricting through both regulation and red tape, the clearing of 

invasive native scrub. As a result of the thickening of this vegetation it is now at a stage whereby to 

clear/thin it is cost prohibitive.  

 

I have been working with the local CMA for 2 years to get an invasive native scrub PVP in place, 

which is still in the pipeline. I have previously worked with Western Lands and other Government 

Departments on land clearing and cultivation applications that all have taken a long time to get 

through the system – generally 2 years. This delay as well as the complicities of the application 

process has been a huge barrier to many landholders in trying to manage invasive native scrub. 

 

The process of managing INS in our region would be more efficient if we were able to cultivate at 

least some of this land. As the situation currently stands, no more cultivation licences will be issued 

for farming in our land system ( which is predominately Coolibah/Belah floodplain). Much of the land 

in the County of Finch is suitable for dryland zero till farming. There is a lot of country in our region 

that is not cultivated and suffering severely from INS. Many of these individual properties have 

either none or very little of their total areas developed for cropping. 

 

I would like to see additional cropping licences granted in the County of Finch, with certain 

restrictions to enable a viable way of managing INS on the floodplain. Cropping/cultivation licences 

could be granted under the following restrictions: - 

 

• No more than 50% of any one landholding to be under cultivation. 

• The land must have been under current ownership for a minimum of 5 years before any 

large scale development can take place. 

• Of the remaining 50% of the property 10% must be kept as remnant, the balance being 

able to be thinned of INS as is currently available. 

• Applications are self assessable, with audits being conducted to ensure conditions are 

adhered to. 

 

I also have property in QLD that is close to that in the County of Finch, with much the same land 

types and rainfall. This QLD property has been able to be developed to similar degrees as that 

suggested above and is not only highly productive by also highly biodiverse. I would love to see this 

property (as it is similar to so many others in this district) used as a case study for the viability of 

further development in the County of Finch. 
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