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The single most important tool for empowering a 
person to be active in related environmental areas 
is for them to be motivated through a personal 
empathy. 
 

Craig Cleeland, Healesville Sanctuary 
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 More animals, with greater genetic diversity, can 
be bred more quickly.  

 Long-term breeding programs can become 
economically viable. 

 Larger populations can be released into 
protected wild habitats at one time. 

 Collected research data makes a valuable 
addition to existing knowledge of habitat and 
husbandry requirements for each species. 

 

 Raised community awareness of threatened native 
animals and their need for suitable habitat results 
in further action for habitat preservation.  

 Native flora grown as part of the environment 
enrichment for the animals within the Program also 
benefits free-ranging wildlife. 

 

 Guardians enjoy the privilege of caring for one 
of Australia’s unique animals. 

 They gain an increased sense of purpose by 
directly participating in saving a species from 
extinction. 

 They also have the opportunity to teach others 
about Australia’s fascinating wildlife. 

 

 Scientific researchers can request the collection of 
data, and gain access to data already collected, 
to benefit their work. 

 Production of detailed, species-specific husbandry 
handbooks contribute to the sharing of 
knowledge. 

 Sharing accumulated knowledge benefits wildlife 
authorities, zoos, rehabilitation groups and the 
general scientific community. 

 

 More Australians get to know about the native 
species that share our land. 

 The community’s sense of ownership and 
responsibility for our biodiversity is broadened. 

 All Australians, and the wider global community, 
benefit from the continued existence of one of the 
richest biodiversities on Earth. 
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If the next generation of kids don’t have Australian 

If the next generation of kids don’t have Australian 
animals or plants up front in the universe of things 
they care about, what hope do these unique 
Australian species have of being cared for in the 
future? 
 

Michael Archer & Bob Beale, Going Native 
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