
Submission to: The Independent Review Panel on Biodiversity Legislation Review 
 
From: Bill Mark – a hugely impacted landowner 
 
From the review questionnaire only number 7 is relevant to my situation. 
 
More than one third (approximately 100 hectares) of my farmland is covered with 
remnant native rainforest, as such any use, control or production I had from this land 
has been completely usurped by the Dept. of Environment and Heritage.  
 
All of the land was logged by my father more than 65 years ago, using an axe and 
bullock team (he even had a sawmill to process the logs).  This forest was retained 
for security for the next generation which is ME and my family. 
 
How devastated do you think I am to be prevented from getting any return from this 
land in order that the high level goals, aimed at by the International Convention on 
Biodiversity, can be achieved? 
 
Clearly, if due diligence had been followed by politicians and public servants, it would 
have proved that they have a duty of care to ensure landowners, their families and 
their animals do not have to bear the full cost of these environmental laws and 
policies, rather there must be cost sharing with those who benefit from them.  
 
Biodiversity and Conservation is everyone’s responsibility and because it is a long 
time enforced law of our society that “taking people’s private property without paying 
for it is stealing”, as in my case, appropriate compensation arrangements must be 
made instead of treating me as a public charity.  
 
According to the ‘Context’ of your Issue paper this responsibility falls on all members 
of the global community, and I quote “Biodiversity is vital in supporting human life on 
earth” 
 
Present treatment of stakeholders relegates biodiversity conservation to a valueless 
commodity. In my case not even a meagre THANK YOU for preserving this idealistic 
biodiversity and native vegetation.  I have been totally ignored!!! To quote from the 
Office of Environment and Heritage Biodiversity Legislation review, terms of 
reference (section stakeholder engagement) “The Independent Review Panel is to 
ensure thorough engagement with all interested stakeholders including landholders 
etc.”  So, I am hopeful I will have the opportunity to discuss my situation with the 
review panel, a suggestion put forward by the NSW Deputy Premier the Hon. 
Andrew Stoner, through the Hon. Rob Stokes, Minster for the Environment. 
 
In Anticipation, 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
Bill Mark 
1200 Coramba Road 
DORRIGO NSW 2453 



0266574141 
felicity_7@bigpond.com 
 
 


