
Hi,  
 
My name is Chris O’Brien, Town Planner at Murray Shire Council, in Southern New South Wales.  
 
I would like to make the following submission relating to the Independent Biodiversity Legislation 
Review Panel ‘Management, conservation and regulation of biodiversity in New South Wales’.  
 
Biodiversity is extremely important to the long term health of the environment and human society in 
general. Since European invasion of Australia in the 18th Century, the continent of Australia has 
witnessed a fast decline in the health of the natural environment, which has affected the biodiversity 
values of the land. This can have long term implications to the human society, which has been 
witnessed through the significant loss of native flora and fauna. Failure to adequately conserve 
importance biodiversity values can also produce dangers which the average person is likely to 
recognise, with bushfire and flooding prominent examples. It is therefore important for Government 
agencies and the general public in general to recognise the important role biodiversity plays in the 
everyday success of communities and to provide adequate legislation to protect these values, whilst 
still allowing sustainable development for human settlements. 
 
Theme 1.  
 

1. The objectives of current relevant legislation appear to be sufficient. They are overarching 
and outline specific objectives relating to biodiversity protection. An aspirational goal for 
biodiversity conservation could be to not only preserve biodiversity but to improve and 
further promote biodiversity at all levels of society.  

2. It is of the opinion of the writer that the existing legislative objectives are still relevant. The 
problem is more trying to educate the general public on the importance of the natural 
environment and biodiversity values.  

3. It is deemed that too often the current objectives are overlooked and viewed as optional 
and not compulsory. Development in New South Wales like the rest of Australia is controlled 
by money. This is often an unspoken reality for numerous reasons. The result is that 
important biodiversity links can be forgone in the quest for profit making.  

4. Although the current legislation is complicated and hard to read, it is difficult to simplify and 
integrate any laws as  there are so many issues and factors to consider. It would be unwise 
to condense any legislation or requirements without adequate research into the results of 
this.  

 
Theme 2. 
 

1. The current system has improved the relationship between the importance of the natural 
environment and the desire for private land holders to maximise any available profits 
associated with owning land. More help should be given to land owners to protect the 
natural environment however as unfortunately any system which requires private 
landowners to protect ecosystem systems at their own cost is likely to falter.  

2. No comment 
3. The Nature Conservation Trust  should provide more educational opportunities to the 

general public in promoting the fact that the natural environment and biodiversity is 
integrally linked to the success of human society.  

4. No comment 
5. The effectiveness of conservation programs is the most important part of any such 

programs. Monitoring of success needs to be over a large time frame, not just 1 or 2 years 



which can be the case. The long term success of projects should be measured in 50, 100 etc 
years which is a more accurate system.  

6. No comment 
7. The system is obviously trying to fix the mistakes of the past, whilst moving society in a new 

direction. It is still developed within a capitalist neo-liberal society so ultimately this will 
determine the chance of success.  

8. Current practice is often much different to objectives etc of legislation. The general public 
will often destroy biodiversity values (removal of native trees for example) without any 
regard to relevant legislation and requirements for consent. This is unfortunate but 
ultimately a fact of life.  

 
Theme 3.  

 
1. Developers place enormous pressure on decision makers to ensure their proposals are 

approved, which is often at the expense of the natural environment. In order for this to be 
improved, the natural environment and biodiversity objectives would need to be the main 
consideration for any development, and not just one of many.  

2. There can always be room for improvement in any strategic planning outcomes. One way 
which the planning system can be improved to provide a greater chance of biodiversity 
being maintained and improved is to make a more user friendly system, especially for the 
general public.  

3. The effectiveness of strategic planning approaches should be monitored and evaluated by 
evaluating the condition of the biodiversity values of the land.  

 
Theme 4.  
 
A more integrated approach to any approval of tree clearing should be in place. Issues such as Bush 
Fire Risk, Significance of Native vegetation present and any option for bio banking on another site 
could be transposed into a single or at least more simplified legislative document which ensures that 
all= bases have been covered whilst requiring the up most guidelines to be met.  
 
The realistic advantages of offsets must remain as important options also. Offsets are more 
appropriate if they form a large cluster of land, instead of just smaller and more numerous sections. 
Strategic thinking in relation to this could therefore be improved.  
 
Theme 5.  
 

1. The threats posed to biodiversity have not been adequately managed over the years 
however this is improving. 

 
Theme 6.  
 
Data relating to Biodiversity can be made more readily available by making relevant websites more 
user-friendly. The majority of the Australian population now has access to the internet therefore this 
is the best way to reach as many people as possible. 
7. Yes it would be ideal if critical habitat for more species was listed to ensure the future survival 
rate of at risk species.  
8. Private conservation data may be collected providing that government authorities have access to 
this if required. This can ensure a more integrated approach to biodiversity solutions.  
 
 



 
Thank you for allowing us to comment on the plan. If you require any additional comments please 
do not hesitate to contact the writer.  
 
Regards,  
 
Chris O’Brien 
Town Planner 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Murray Shire Council | PO Box 21 Mathoura NSW 2710 
 

p: 03 5884 3400 | m: 0429 935 686 | f: 03 5884 3417 
e: cobrien@murray.nsw.gov.au | w: www.murray.nsw.gov.au 
            

 
  Partner ing for  a  sustainable  community     
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