BIODIVERSITY LEGISLATION REVIEW SUBMISSION

By the Inner West Environment Group (IWEG)
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Assessment



Where development is approved that significantly im pacts native flora or fauna, the ‘like for like’ of  fsetting principle is
fundamental and must not be weakened.

The role of the Independent Scientific Committee un  der the TSC Act should be retained and listing must continue to

be based on the professional advice of the Scientif ~ ic Committee.

The government should ensure land clearing legislat ion is enforced. Don't let law breakers get away wi  th flouting the
law.
Farmers should be encouraged to preserve native veg  etation and animals especially on marginal land, in cluding

controlling weeds and feral animals, and considerat ion should be given to adequately funding them to d 0 so.

Reducing red tape may help frustrated farmers buts  hould not be used to implement poor policy. The leg islation should
be genuinely “conservative”: we know many farmers d o a wonderful job of looking after the land, but we need to focus
on the big picture, of what we are losing.

National Parks should be fully protected, not opene  d up for commercial use, and fully funded to contro | feral animals
via science based programs. To augment their effect  iveness, they should be funded to conserve or re-es  tablish small
mammals by providing feral proof fences.



